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Abstract:

An exploration of the reasoning behind Tostig Godwinson’s and Edwin of Deira’s failure to maintain control of Northumbia in Anglo-Saxon England. 

Tostig Godwinson enjoyed a successful military career before King Edward bestowed the earldom of Northumbria to him in the mid eleventh century. He is best known for aiding Harald Hardrada, the king Norway, in his invasion of England. A definitive explanation for his betrayal of England and his role in the subsequent loss of English power to the Normans in 1066 remains undetermined. Many of the histories, charters, and documents from this time period were later rewritten by Norman writers and/or sympathizers, so there are many incorrect accounts and wild theories on this subject; therefore, Tostig’s story is shrouded in mystery, woven with both myth and truth. One prevalent theory for Tostig’s disenchantment with England is that he was, in fact, betrayed by his brother Harold Godwinson and not the other way around as proposed by later revisionists claiming to be historians. This dissertation will explore Tostig’s career aspirations and formation of political ties and assess decisions made by the earl which led to his loss of power in Northumbria. 

As a successful general under Edward the Confessor, Tostig and his family enjoyed immense wealth, power, and influence. In 1055, he became earl of Northumbria, a traditionally rebellious district. However, following a rebellion in Northumbia in 1065, Tostig lost the earldom and was exiled in accordance with Harold’s peace agreement with the rebels. The rebels’ grievances with his rule were: Tostig governed by strictly enforcing English laws and meting out swift punishments, and he had little tolerance for other cultures or forms of governance. This essay will argue that because of these issues, he fell prey to the schemes and machinations of other prominent families who sought power for their bloodlines.  

The dissertation will dissect the following questions in order to propose the most likely reason(s) for Tostig’s failure in governing the northern province: 
-Was Tostig simply incapable of governing a population due to hubris?
-Did Tostig fail in his governance of Northumbria due to focus on his aspirations of sitting on the throne of England? 
-Or, did Tostig lose the earldom due to the betrayal by his brother who also sought the throne?

The dissertation will compare Tostig to Edwin of Deira and his swift rise to power and precipitous downfall in the seventh century. There are many similarities between the former and latter. For example; they both obtained incredible wealth and power as leaders of Northumbria. 

Edwin was exiled as a child following his family’s loss of the throne of Deira in the early seventh century; by making intelligent alliances with dynasties outside of his kingdom, like king Raedwald of East Anglia, and a successful win on the battlefield, Edwin regained his crown as the king of Deira. King Raedwald also allowed him to take control of the neighboring kingdom of Bernicia and, for the first time, ruled both under the name Northumbria. Once on the throne, he sought more land and more power following his reinstatement; this resulted in the overextension of money, soldiers, and resources. Wessex Another important facet of Edwin’s rule is his conversion to Christianity. Due to these decisions, he faced subsequent challenges both within his kingdom and foreign powers (the king of the West Saxons, for example). 

The essay will examine the reasons why Edwin lost everything after such a prodigious rise to power:
-Was Edwin’s loss of power due to his lack of awareness of the culture and religious beliefs in his hegemony?
-Did he fail to identify dangerous dynastic relationships?
-Was Edwin’s conversion to Christianity from paganism a source of contention among his court and subjects?


Aims and Objectives:

Investigate the historic difficulties of ruling Northumbria by:
-Examining the characteristics of both rulers which influenced their successes and failures;
-Examining each man’s leadership style and ambitions and identifying possible shortcomings;
-Highlighting the importance of culture, religion, and powerful families both in and outside of Northumbria. 

Methodology:

I will use texts by historians such as Frank Stenton, Barbara York, and Tom Licence for well-researched and peer reviewed material. This type of source will be beneficial in determining the most likely reasons behind certain decisions made, accurate dates, and people involved. I will also use texts written by Norman authors despite their natural biases. My goal is to form an argument based on a wide range of material.

There are several extant texts from the eleventh and twelfth centuries; however, there are none from the seventh. The author living and writing closest to the time of Edwin is Bede. Since Bede wrote at least fifty years after the events in Edwin’s life, many of his claims are based on oral tales passed down and, therefore, have been molded and changed by the lips of each storyteller.
While Bede is considerably helpful, he is a Northumbrian apologists and shows his bias in his writing. Similarly, Geoffrey of Monmouth is a useful source but some of his claims are historically inaccurate and/or outright fabricated.

Because neither subject has written sources told from their perspective, I will have to sift through sources both pro-England and pro-Norman regarding Tostig and texts that originated outside of Northumbria with different political, social, and religious views for Edwin. 
I want to be objective in my writing in order to create a logical and solid argument behind each ruler’s failure to maintain control of the northern hegemony. 
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