1. Assessment One: Archival Exercise
Archival Exercise
Assessment One: Archival Exercise (15% of module grade)
c. 1000 words (NOTE: all word counts are expressed as 'circa' as certain assessment tasks may require more/less wordage).
Deadline: 14 November 2021
The aim of this exercise is to get students familiar with looking for, accessing and using archival sources and unpublished materials
 
Choose ONE from either of the following topics, people and events or places and institutions. Using both traditional (if available!) and electronic catalogues, compile a list of up to ten relevant archival sources.
 
You should begin your report with a statement explaining your methodology. You should then list the sources you have been able to find, explaining their current location and, where appropriate, their provenance and significance. You should also add a conclusion summarising the task and any key findings from your research.
 
The list should be set out according to scholarly convention for manuscript/archival sources, as demonstrated in the relevant PowerPoint on Moodle. You should conclude your report with a statement of future directions for archival searches.
 
You may choose topics of your own, but please check with lecturers that these are appropriate for the exercise.
 
(A)          People and events
 
• Llywelyn ap Gruffudd (d. 1282)
• Edward the Black Prince
• The Peasants’ Revolt of 1381
• The Black Prince
• The Neville earls of Westmorland
• John Pecham, archbishop of Canterbury
• Frederick Douglass
• An abolitionist who campaigned against slavery
• An individual included on the UCL Legacies of British Slave-Ownership database.
 
(B)          Places and Institutions
 
• Tintern Abbey (or another medieval monastery of your choice)
• Dover Castle (or a medieval castle of your choice)
• A parish church of your choice
• Your hometown, village, etc.
• A museum of your choice
• A building of your choice
• An estate or property which belonged to an individual included on the UCL Legacies of British Slave-Ownership database.


John Pecham (otherwise Peckham and de Pecham) Archbishop of Canterbury
The research began by first finding out a little about John Peckham’s history to enable a better search of the archives. Peckham was an intellectual Franciscan Friar initially at a priory in Lewes. He then studied and taught at Oxford University and in Paris. Peckham was Pope Nicholas III choice for Archbishop, the king having preferred Robert Burnell. Pekcham was influenced by Roger Bacon, a scientist. He was known for discipline and insisting that Jews be converted to Christianity. He and Edward I had numerous disagreements over the jurisdiction of ecclesiastical and royal courts.
John Peckham was “provided 28 January, consecrated 19 Feb, temporalities restored 30 May 1279, death 1292”[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  Fryde, EB, Greenway, D.E.,Porter, S & Roy, I. 3rd edition Handbook of British Chronology Royal Historical Society 1986 ] 

The next step, prior to beginning searches of firstly the National Archives at Kew, was to check what information was needed to reference a manuscript.
Subsequent archive searches would be at Canterbury Cathedral and Kent County Archives, and the Archives of the University of Kent. University of Kent archives seem to be mainly twentieth century. Lambeth Palace has a library and archival sources relating to Peckham, which in the main are in Latin and are numerous. Those not in Latin are dated from 1755 and appear as transcripts. 

Bibliography
Secondary Source
Peckham, J  Registrum epistolarum Fratris Johannis Peckham Archiepiscopi Cantuariensis 1292 edited, Martin C 1914 MSS941 (RS77) Longman London (1882-1885).
This contains church records and registers. It is listed as a manuscript and can be read in British Library but has been published with permission of H.M. Treasury under the direction of the Master of the Rolls. There are a total of 3 volumes; volume 1 covers 1279 to 1282, volume 2 1282 to 1284 and volume 3 1284 to 1292.
This is an invaluable record of Peckham’s time as an Archbishop. 
Peckham, J, Fratris Johannis Pecham, quondam archiepiscopi cantuariensis, tractatus tres de paupertate, cum bibliographia, edited:. Kingsford, C. Little,A. Tocco, F. Aberdoniae, typis Academicis, (1910)

The editors worked between 1845 and 1911 on Peckham’s writings. The bibliography gives information about Dominicans, Franciscans and Friars. It is unclear if this was prior to becoming Archbishop or after his appointment. However, it would give information that could be valuable.

Butler, J The Archbishops of Canterbury a Tale of Church and State London Pitkin Publishing (2017).

Archival Sources
National Archives Kew Indulgences granted by John Peckham Archbishop of canterbury to all persons praying.  1279 – 1292 E 40/15654.
The Archbishop granted indulgences to those praying at the High Altar at St Pancras Lewes. One of the people, Earl William, was the founder of the priory where John Peckham studied and became a monk. They also included the Earl’s wife Gundrafa and Earl Warenne and his wife Ala.
The priory would have been of great importance to Peckham.

Kent history and Library centre Autograph notes by Sir Edward Dering 1598 – 1644 U2479/Z1.
This item contains transcripts of legal cases at Canterbury between1279 and 1292 from Eyre or Assize Rolls. It may reveal very little of use but it would give background information.


National Archives Kew Miscellaneous: Constitutions made by John Peckham, archbishop of Canterbury in the council held at Reading C1282-c1292 E36/274.
This forms part of a series of 286 volumes some of which are illuminated by doodles depicted below found in Canterbury where I also found the date of the council at Reading.
The image below was found in Canterbury Cathedral heritage archives. It is a Becket doodle and heads two folios which provide the transcript of the proceedings at a council held in Reading in June 1279, five months after becoming Archbishop of Canterbury. The transcripts from Reading were a means to regulate baptisms, living together when not married. They further examined clerks who either did not live in their parish and who had multiple ecclesiastic incomes (benefices) which resulted in excommunication.
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Description automatically generated][footnoteRef:2] [2:  Canterbury Cathedral Heritage Archives Art for Arts Sake Baiting of bosse the bear. TNA E 36/274, folio 299] 


Canterbury Cathedral heritage archives The pope and Papal Bull TNA E 37/274, folio 40 recto
Below a humorous image that is thought to depict Becket but arguably has been used to remind the clerks of the continued struggle against secular power. Peckham’s death coincidentally ties in with the completion of the volume.
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National archives Kew roll containing letters and articles connected with the council of Lyons, 1245; the constitution of John Peckham, Archbishop of Canterbury at Reading 1279 and documents relating to excommunication c1280 E30/1576
This is a series of documents, copies and drafts covering a period c1100 to c1625 amounting to approximately 1762 papers some being in poor condition and others illuminated.
There are two areas that would be of interest for this piece; they are, the constitution of John Peckham and the ex-communications. The volumes may give further information of use.

National Archives Kew, Parties: Report by H., officer of the archdeacon of Worcester, to John (Peckham), 1282, E326/8690
A report about a dispute between the Rector of Weston Subedge (Geoffrey) and the prior and convent; Monmouth here was a dispute regarding the tithes of the lordship of Norton.

National Archives Kew Edward I to John de Pecham [Peckham], archbishop of Canterbury: a clerical Subsidy 11 March 1280 SC1/13/171
This is a draft of the subsidy.  There is a “?” as to the date and place which would need confirming (Amoury de Montfort reputedly died 1241); Down Ampney is a small village in Gloucestershire. Viewing the document would identify what the clerical subsidy was for.

National Archives Kew John [Peckham}, archbishop of Canterbury and a request for alms 1284 E326/5538.
This request is for Alms to repair the church of Canon’s Ashby in Northamptonshire.
Peckham seems to cover a huge range of places and has responsibility for a variety of ecclesiastic and secular roles.

Lambeth Palace library Pekham, Peckham, John, Archbishop of Canterbury MS film 701 (alternative ref reg.Reynolds f283)
This is a microfilm of a will. Without viewing it is impossible to tell if Reynolds wrote the will for Peckham or vice versa.

Lambeth Palace library Decretum Johannis Peckham, Archiep. Cant. Contra Procuratores Curiae de Arcubus, qui prohibitions a Cancellaria Regis impetrant MS585 pag 595
A decree from the Chancellor of the king
Lambeth Palace library Extracts from the register of Archbishop Peckham 1755 MS1358
Although not an original, it appears to have been translated and would therefore be of greater use 
Lambeth Palace library, Relatio Johannes Peckham, Archiep. Cant. De Visitatione Ecclesiae Menvensis per se facta 1284  MSS 585 pag 541
This relates to an ecclesiastic visit.
It seems that the documents for Peckham have been collated into a main volume which at MSS585. 
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