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Personal Reflection

Safeguarding is a measure that ensures the safety and well-being of vulnerable individuals such as children. It includes these 5 elements, Recognise, Record, Report, Refer and Responsibility (All Wales Child Protection Procedures, 2008)

[bookmark: _Int_Nlu5DLYL][bookmark: _Int_Pe6PagGp]The first step is recognise this consist of the adult in the safeguarding role has the ability to have good observation skills and understanding of any forms of abuse to enable them to know if they see something not right. To be able to recognise any safeguarding issues you need to have effective communication and positive relationships with the families, so you know the background of the family and can point out any issues if they arise (Portsmouth Safeguarding Children Partnership,2024). Next, there is recording this step entails the recording of any issues that are observed. For example, if any safeguarding issues do occur, they will need to be passed onto the correct people such as a DSO as they are highly trained in any safeguarding procedure. All information that is recorded needs to be factually correct and logged in a clear, concise, and organised way to ensure no mix up of any information. It will need to be stored safely and in correct order of the timeline to ensure in future reports the information being stated is accurate (Ann Craft Trust, 2024 and Law Wales, 2021). We then move onto reporting; in this section other agencies will come into the safeguarding issue and give their qualified skills to ensure the safety of the children involved. When reporting such a serious issue many people struggle with this step as they do not want to be wrong or cause any trouble, however the safety of the children is paramount, and it is better to report and be wrong than not report and something worse occurs (Guidance on reporting safeguarding concerns in a charity, 2022, Wales Safeguarding Procedure n.d. and Ann Craft Trust, 2024) Referring is making sure that any concern has been voiced, it is important to ensure that any concerns are told as soon as possible and it is best to get multi agency involved to deal with the issue as quickly and efficiently as possible (NSPCC, 2023). Lastly, we have responsibility, in the role of safeguarding everyone is responsible for the safety and care for children, it is a legal responsibility due to The Children Act 1989 and The Children Act 2004.


[bookmark: _Int_nD5ScbcE][bookmark: _Int_AIkU6MPh]Before this module I understood safeguarding and the policies at a basic standard due to doing placement in a primary school and working with children on a regular basis. However, from this module my knowledge is now much more in depth, and I have a wider range of understanding on different policies and legislation that I did not know before. In my opinion, safeguarding for children in the UK needs to be improved. While there are policies such as the Children Act 1989 and Children Act 2004 in place to protect children, they regularly lack in consistency and efficiency when following through, especially when it comes to responding to cases of abuse and neglect. Furthermore, I believe there is still little focus on early intervention, and too many children are overlooked and go unnoticed until it is too late. With the rise of online threats such as cyberbullying and online grooming, traditional ways of protection are no longer suitable. I believe that professionals require more training and assistance, as well as greater collaboration across multi agencies to ensure more thorough care for the children. In the future we need to focus on a more child centred approach and ensure that children’s safety is priority in all settings to prevent the development of abuse arising. I now know the correct ways to report a concern and how to deal with a safeguarding issue correctly, which is important as I will be working with children in the future, and I need to prioritise the correct knowledge on safeguarding to keep the children safe. From all the research and reading I have completed on safeguarding, and I now understand its importance and the significance of being an observer and ensuring that I report any issues I do see in the future. I want to make sure that any children in my care are protected from any harm and know that they can always come to me if they need help or to feel safe.
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