


Treblinka Hitler’s Killing Machine Documentary,
Produced by Furneaux & Edgar/Group M entertainment for Smithsonian Networks in association with Channel 5. Producer Director Alex-Dunlop.
                                              https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0wpluXZetCU 

A film review by Kimberley Robinson, 1707907.
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                                                    Fig 1, Caroline Sturdy Colls (www.nbcnews.com 2014)
[bookmark: _Hlk34912296]The Treblinka death factory complex sits within a forest in Poland 65 Miles North East of Warsaw, it is thought to have consisted of two areas, one was Treblinka I a forced labour camp and Treblinka II, the death camp. The camp closed in 1943 and operated for 24 months, within that time the Treblinka camps exterminated 900,000 men woman and children (Furneaux & Edgar 2014). This is a review on the 45 minute film which was made in 2014 for a television series, this shows the true horrifying events that took place at the hands of the German Nazis. The film features a mix of nationalities as professionals, British forensic archaeologist, Caroline Sturdy Colls, see fig 1, and two other archaeologists from the UK, Holland, and an employee from the Treblinka Museum. Caroline’s mission in the film is to show the physical proof at the site of Treblinka by excavating any remains. The film shows that Caroline is working in collaboration with the Jewish community who sees Treblinka as a memorial site. The site now holds a memorial to the victims of Treblinka, and was built in the 1960’s, and signifies the hundreds of towns and millions of people affected by the Nazi reign. To enhance the authenticity the producers have used several first-hand accounts of Hitler’s concentration camps. These testimonies come from historic writer Vasily Grossman, SS Officer Franz 


Stangl and Will Mentz, station master of Treblinka train station, Franciszek Ząbecki, a one and only survivor of Treblinka Samuel Vilenburg, and an escapee, Abraham Krzepicki. If those accounts were not enough, the producers have flooded the film with shocking historical footage of the atrocious treatment of human beings.
The real life events which are featured all the way through this film are horrifying and enhance the gruesome atmosphere which is already felt surrounding the nature of the archaeological excavation. The producer has gathered more than enough historical film footage, most are of an adult content. With several accounts of witnesses who give honest accounts of the true horror of Nazi concentration camps, gas chambers, train carriages full of people being sent to their death and Treblinka the death camp. The film shows the chief Rabbi of Poland, American born Michael Schudrich (www.jns.org 2019), showing his concern of this scared site, now used by pilgrims visiting and paying homage to the victims of the Nazis. Michael Schudrich has contributed to the revival of the Jewish community in Poland and acts as a voice to Jewish law, and his addition to the film, shows Caroline respecting his request of not to unearth any bodies found in the excavation.
[bookmark: _Hlk34901861][bookmark: _Hlk34901750][bookmark: _Hlk34902183][bookmark: _Hlk34902238] The film edits an account from historical Jewish writer Vasily Grossman, who describes the construction of the Nazi’s grill pits where thousands of bodies were burnt. Franciszek Ząbecki, station master at Treblinka, accounts his time working at the train station where he witnessed thousands of Jews being sent to their death, remembering the chalk numbers on the train of the total of people in each train cart. Franz Stangl, a Treblinka Camp Commander, who was interviewed extensively by Gitta Sereny whilst in prison in 1971, The book called, Into That Darkness was published in 1974 covering the interview (www.echoesandreflections.org 1974). Other historical testimonies added to the proof of what was being unearthed by Caroline and her team and took up half of the film causing a disjointed viewing of the video. One minute I was observing Caroline excavating and the next take was consumed with horrible graphic images. Giving the audience chance to almost relish in the wrong which was committed by the Nazi Germans. My eyes never had a chance to recover from one brutal scene to the next. The mix of historic accounts and Caroline’s finds of personal items in the trenches enforced the truth of horrors of the Treblinka camps. SS officer Will Mentz, who recollects his duty as one of the killing officers, his job was to shoot people in the neck. According to eyewitness Abraham Krzepicki, who apparently escaped from Treblinka, his account of seeing the Star of David symbol on tiles inside the gas chambers, which coincided with the evidence found by the archaeologist team in the film. The film continued to provide authentic accounts of Treblinka, a Samuel Vilenburg was interviewed, he was the only one surviving inmate of Treblinka. Samuel tells of the lie in which he told to escape the Treblinka gas chambers. He tells the Nazi officers that he is a construction worker and is then put to work and miraculously survives his ordeal (Furneaux & Edgar 2014).
What this film does is draws an audience who need to be exposed to very serious issues, although most of the film contains very graphic images of a historic nature, but also the bone parts and teeth being pulled out of the excavation trenches. Caroline Sturdy Colls is very moved by the experience of this excavation. And clearly is moved by her investigation even though she is used to murder investigations and is accustomed to seeing human remains in her type of job. The camera angles connect with this emotion and constantly show close ups of the bones, teeth and personal objects, giving evidence that the people murdered here at Treblinka had no idea they were coming here to die see fig 2. 
[image: ]     












                                     Fig 2, Artefacts found at Treblinka (www.timesofisrael 2015)
 The camera angle also shoots from the air showing a bird’s eye view of the Treblinka site where the Germans have tried to hide their shame by planting hundreds of trees on top of the site.
[bookmark: _GoBack]This film is disturbing in that it uses true graphic content. I’m happy to have watched it, people need to see it. My only complaint is the narrator, he sounds like he is narrating an American action movie and doesn’t suit the context of the film at all. The subject is too sensitive for a husky American voice, maybe a Polish voice would have been more suitable.
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