The people of Wales wholeheartedly supported the war effort during 1914-1918. Discuss this statement with due reference to the contrasting views put forward by historians.

This essay aims to discuss whether the people of Wales wholeheartedly supported the war effort during 1914-1918. There has been a perception in the past that the people of Wales were less enthusiastic about supporting World War One than England, Scotland and Ireland. This essay will aim to look at the attitudes of people towards the war in terms of politics, religion, society and work.
The early historiography of the event suggests that there was less support for the war effort in Wales, than in the rest of Britain. Furthermore, Welsh attitudes were typically written about when referring to Britain. However, more recently Welsh historians such as Kenneth O Morgan and John Davies are analysing the attitudes towards the war in Wales, rather than Britain as a whole, and both suggest the vast support the war received in Wales. Robin Barlow and Russel Davies tend to suggest a different opinion, implying the people of Wales did not fully support the war effort. 
To understand the attitudes and opinions of people in Wales and to fully answer the question, it is crucial to look at all aspects of life in the run up towards 1914. Prior to the war, Wales had an antimilitant background; it had seen a rapid growth of industrialisation in the South and some areas of the North. This saw an increase in Liberal support who strongly opposed the war. Moreover, this was similar in terms of religion. The nonconformist chapels across Wales were also pacifist; completely against the idea of war and believed it went against Christian values. This illustrated Wales as being typically against the war effort until 1914. 
However, there was a growing divide in society. Germany’s economy was growing rapidly. By 1913 it dominated all major continental markets and was advanced in heavy industry, like steel and ship building. The Royal Navy was the world’s most powerful fleet and Germany set out to rival this in through the Naval Race. This was a huge threat to the British Empire and created ‘irreversible’[footnoteRef:1] tensions between the two countries and created worry throughout Britain.[footnoteRef:2]  Finally, the Treaty of London 1839 meant that Britain, along with other European countries had to respect Belgium as its own independent and neutral country. However, in August 1914, when Germany invaded Belgium, Britain, honouring the treaty, declared war on Germany. This was a turning point in British attitudes towards the Great War. [1:  Paul Cornish, "The Naval Race Between Britain And Germany Before The First World War", Imperial War Museums, 2018 <https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/the-naval-race-between-britain-and-germany-before-the-first-world-war> [Accessed 23 January 2019].]  [2:  Paul Cornish, "The Naval Race Between Britain And Germany Before The First World War", Imperial War Museums, 2018 <https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/the-naval-race-between-britain-and-germany-before-the-first-world-war> [Accessed 23 January 2019].] 

Throughout the late 19th and early 20th century, Liberalism was strong throughout Wales and was initially hostile towards militarism, including David Lloyd George. Private letters to his wife revealed his anxiety about leading Britain in World War One. Furthermore, his speech ‘Honour and Dishonour’ starts with him explaining that before August 1914, there was no one who has regarded the prospects of war with more ‘reluctance’[footnoteRef:3] and ‘repugnance’[footnoteRef:4] than himself. Historian Kenneth O Morgan’s book ‘Rebirth of a Nation’ demonstrates how quickly after Germany invaded Belgium that Lloyd George had to change his attitude to fight for the security of the nation and encourage fellow Welshmen to volunteer. He envisaged a Welsh Army Corps and a Welsh Division, and he persuaded Welsh people by reminds them of their heritage, referencing the Normans, and bowmen of Crecy. Moreover, Lloyd George compared Belgium and Serbia to Wales, expressing the importance of these ‘five foot five nations’, which resonated with Welsh people, who were always in the shadow of ‘six foot six nations.’[footnoteRef:5] It also created empathy for the nations Belgium and Serbia, who would not be able to defend themselves against Germany alone.[footnoteRef:6] This speech resonated with Welsh people and many were persuaded and supported Lloyd George. This demonstrates that although Lloyd George did not want to go to war initially, he honoured the treaty and urged Welsh people to support the war too. This does not reflect that Wales did wholeheartedly support the war, rather felt that they had no choice but to step up and try to stop Germany. It was not only Lloyd George that was hesitant, but also other members of the Liberal Party, which is supported by Kenneth O Morgan’s article that suggested most Liberals supported Lloyd George reluctantly, rather than wholeheartedly.[footnoteRef:7] [3:  David Lloyd George, speech on Honour and Dishonour (Queen’s Hall, London, 1914) Internet Archives < https://archive.org/details/honourdishonours00lloy/page/n1> [Accessed 23 January 2019]]  [4:  George, Honour and Dishonour]  [5:  George, Honour and Dishonour]  [6:  Kenneth O Morgan, Rebirth Of A Nation: WALES 1880-1980 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1987), p. 160.]  [7:  Kenneth O. Morgan, « The new Liberal Party from dawn to downfall 1906 - 1924 », Les Cahiers du MIMMOC [En ligne], 7 | 2011, mis en ligne le 01 septembre 2011, consulté le 25 janvier 2019. URL : http://journals.openedition.org/mimmoc/671 ; DOI : 10.4000/mimmoc.671] 

Protestant Nonconformist chapels were generally perceived as anti-militant prior to the war, however soon after the war began in 1914, key religious figures across Wales were encouraging men to join.[footnoteRef:8] This paradoxes Christian values and its history of anti-militarism. In John Davies’ book ‘A History of Wales’, he points out that John Williams, a leading Calvinistic Methodist preacher even wore military uniform when conducting services.[footnoteRef:9] The support from chapels was most prominent in rural communities, particularly in West Wales. Furthermore, Morgan goes on to mention the heavy number of pupils enlisted from Welsh universities, colleges and the institution, along with chapels, donated money towards the war effort. This either put men from communities under more pressure as Chapels began to support the war but it could also have relieved pressure if they felt Christian values were stopping them. This demonstrates that although the Protestant nonconformist chapels were typically anti-militant, they did pull together and accept the importance and need to protect Britain. [8:  KENNETH MORGAN ‘PEACE MOVEMENTS IN WALES’, WELSH HISTORY REVIEW, VOL 10, No 3, (1981), P.406
]  [9:  John Davies, A History Of Wales (London: Penguin, 2007).] 


During the war, there were many reasons for people to show support and contribute towards the war effort. It brought economic stability through part-nationalising industries to contribute towards the war effort, creating jobs for men and women and increasing output. Some men did wholeheartedly support the war and felt as though it was their duty to volunteer, mainly coming from heavy industrialised areas due to a high number of unemployment following the economic slump of 1914 many men were out of work and were keen to apply as they saw an opportunity. Areas like Glamorganshire and Monmouthshire saw the most recruits.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  "Wales In The First World War", Wales In The First World War<https://walesinthefirstworldwar.typepad.com/wales_in_the_first_world_/wales-and-the-outbreak-of-war/> [Accessed 24 January 2019].] 

Kenneth O. Morgan mentions that Wales was, overall, in support of the war and states that there were 280,000 Welshmen that served in the army, navy and air force during the four years of war, which was a higher percentage of men (13.82%) from Wales than from England and Scotland.[footnoteRef:11] However, in Robin Barlow’s book ‘Wales and World War One’, he expresses that Wales did recruit fewer men to the front line which was due to the amount of men needed to keep producing materials such as coal, that fuelled the war.[footnoteRef:12] This could also suggest the lack of men who were recruited from rural communities, due to the need for labour. However, it can be argued that these figures, although accurate, do not suggest the opinions and attitudes of the soldiers towards war, rather it implies that there was a surplus of men from industrial areas due to unemployment that wanted to join the war and a lack of labour in rural areas and thus needed to contribute towards the war effort on the home front. [11:  Kenneth O Morgan, Rebirth Of A Nation: WALES 1880-1980 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1987), p. 160.]  [12:  Robin Barlow, Wales And World War One (Gomer Press, 2014)] 

The recruitment campaign began immediately after the war was announced and an increasing amount of pressure on men, making it difficult for some men to oppose. This pressure came from the posters of Lord Kitchener plastered across every town, from their communities, including friends and family. The introduction of Pals Battalions meant young men from communities could stick together, which on the one hand made the prospect of war more appealing but also suggested that men felt compelled to join the war if their friends or family did. Furthermore, names were placed on a Roll of Honour and street shrines in each community naming every man who had volunteered. If men’s names were missing the town would be full of speculation. One man called William Dove from Caerphilly recalled the posters and the feeling of knowing he had to do something.[footnoteRef:13] This suggests neither the support or opposition of war, rather feeling pressured to take responsibility and sacrifice yourself for the security of the nation. [13:  William Dove, "Voices Of The First World War: Joining Up", Imperial War Museums, 2018 <https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/voices-of-the-first-world-war-joining-up> [Accessed 27 January 2019].] 

Throughout the period of war, anti-German sentiments were increasing and becoming more radical in Wales. If men did not join the war efforts, they were considered pro-German. German ‘Kultur’ was attacked by Welsh academics, describing the philosophers as ‘craving for power’ and a war was inevitable.[footnoteRef:14] Moreover, one anti-German case stood out, when a German lecturer from Aberystwyth University was threatened by mobs and forced to leave.[footnoteRef:15] This demonstrates a contrast to the anti-war Wales that was once portrayed. The large groups of people from Wales were seen to be publicly protesting German businesses and individuals, suggesting a shared opinion about supporting the war efforts. This demonstrates a wide-spread change in attitude, as the war progressed it received more support as ordinary people went out of their way to create problems for German people. [14:  John Davies, A History Of Wales (London: Penguin, 2007).]  [15:  Matt Shinn, "Pulpits, Mutinies And 'Khaki Fever': World War One In Wales - Arts And Humanities Research Council", Ahrc.Ukri.Org, 2018 <https://ahrc.ukri.org/research/fundedthemesandprogrammes/worldwaroneanditslegacy/world-war-one-at-home/ww1inwales/pulpitsmutinieskhakifever/> [Accessed 25 January 2019].] 

The introduction of Conscription through the Military Service Act in January 1916 caused a divide in Wales. Conscientious Objectors emerged from the Great War for many reasons including religion, conscious, disability and freedom of thought. Fenner Brockway and Clifford Allen, popular conscientious objectors, created a ‘No Conscription Fellowship’ in 1914 to try and avoid the compulsory service of all men in Britain. John Davies mentions there were a considerable number of members from Wales, especially in the south including most towns like Merthyr Tydfil.[footnoteRef:16] The group had over 12,000 members, 6,000 faced imprisonment. 900 of those members were from Wales[footnoteRef:17] and were all listed on a database created from the Heritage Lottery Fund’s project ‘Wales for Peace’.[footnoteRef:18], among them was Emrys Hughes, a famous Welsh Conscientious Objector, who was a leader of the No-Conscription Fellowship in Aberdare. He spent three years in prison and Anthony Mor O’Brien suggests that this sentence only confirmed his ‘abiding pacifism’.[footnoteRef:19] This demonstrates that there was considerable opposition from people in Wales, which does not support the idea that Wales were in full support of the war effort. Russell Davies touched on the fact that people who didn’t support the war efforts in Wales were being silenced in the historiography of the event, demonstrating that historians are choosing to avoid the topic of objectors and that there were more people who opposed the war than people think.[footnoteRef:20] [16:  Davies, A History of Wales]  [17:  "Wales For Peace: Belief And Action Exhibition On Opposition To WW1 In Wales", Walesforpeace.Org <http://www.walesforpeace.org/wfp/theme_belief_and_action.html> [Accessed 26 January 2019].]  [18:  "Wales For Peace: Lottery Funding For Wales-Wide First World War Project | Heritage Lottery Fund", Hlf.Org.Uk, 2014 <https://www.hlf.org.uk/about-us/media-centre/press-releases/wales-peace-lottery-funding-wales-wide-first-world-war-project> [Accessed 24 January 2019].]  [19:  Anthony Mor O’Brien, ‘Conchie: Emrys Hughes and the First World War’, Welsh History Revie, Vol13 No3 (1987) pp.328-52]  [20:  Russell Davies, People, Places And Passions: A Social History Of Wales And The Welsh 1870-1948 (Cardiff: Univ. of Wales Press, 2015).] 

Throughout the entire war, the only industry to come into conflict with the government was the Welsh Coal industry in 1915. This was due to the demand for more wages and to demonstrate a strong opposition against conscription. This was criticised, and the miners were met with accusations of being unpatriotic. Paradoxically, Historian Lester Mason suggested that patriotism was on the rise during the period of war[footnoteRef:21] and miners were also praised due to their hard work contributing towards the war effort. Mining was considered a compulsory service to contribute towards the war effort, along with farming, quarry men however, in 1917 were forced to join the army as their occupation was no longer seen as essential and were best suited at the front line. Trade Unions were generally supportive of the war, as they even agreed to stop restrictive practice, encouraged dilution of skills and accepted arbitration.  [21:  Matt Shinn, "Pulpits, Mutinies And 'Khaki Fever': World War One In Wales - Arts And Humanities Research Council", Ahrc.Ukri.Org, 2018 <https://ahrc.ukri.org/research/fundedthemesandprogrammes/worldwaroneanditslegacy/world-war-one-at-home/ww1inwales/pulpitsmutinieskhakifever/> [Accessed 25 January 2019].] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]As a result of looking at both sides of the argument, I remain unconvinced that the people of Wales wholeheartedly supported the war effort from 1914-1918. Whilst the statistical evidence provided by Kenneth Morgan demonstrated that many men did sign up, and the implication of a divide between the urban population and the rural, there is clear evidence of the 900 welsh conscientious objectors.  Furthermore, the pressure placed on men means that the line between supporting and opposing the war is blurred, as opinions are not represented. Many men, they had no choice but to comply; whether it was pressure from the media, the community or the government. The people of Wales, if they did object, would have kept their opinions to themselves due to the embarrassment of being perceived as a coward. Thus, concluding that whilst there is substantial evidence suggesting support from the majority, there is also evidence demonstrating opposition and protest, which illustrates that Wales did not wholeheartedly support the war effort. 
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