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Introduction
The family is recognised as the fundamental social unit. Many attempts have been made to safeguard families, particularly youngsters. Despite the apparent efforts and precautions, it is believed that many families and children are still vulnerable in certain areas, necessitating the use of critical social work practice to identify and implement effective and required solutions. Children within the framework of the family are vulnerable by definition, mainly because their rights are handled through others, and their views and opinions are often ignored in society due to their young age. Even though abuse may occur to anybody at any time, research has shown that some characteristics are shared by some children who have been abused. As a result, they may be more prone to damage. Practitioners need to know risk and vulnerability factors to determine which families need more assistance to keep their children safe and protected. (NSPCC, 2021) 
This report examines a situation of an adversity-stricken family. The family facing adversities include: high levels of anti-social behaviour by children and children commit crimes. The family also had been served with a housing warning and faced eviction. It has records of domestic violence and parental substance abuse (alcohol), neglect by parents, parental engagement in criminal justice, participation of children/adolescents justice petty. 
The Family and The Case study
This family is based in Leeds.  Laura (33), a single mother of five, is the head of the family, Ebrahim, Laura's ex-partner, is the father of Saeed (15), Adam (13), Rashid (11), and Javid (9), and Gary is the father of the youngest child, Ed (6)

The family's primary worries were the high levels of anti-social behaviour and the children's misbehaviour. Laura's addiction to alcohol and amphetamines harmed her capacity to nurture and fulfil the needs of her children adequately. She'd made domestic violence accusations against both her former and present boyfriends.
The family was reluctant to cooperate with agencies, and the agencies believed that both dads had little involvement or interest in the children's upbringing.
Saeed's school attendance was 0%, the other children's attendance was poor, and they all had complex behaviour problems, including Rashid getting a tattoo at the age of 11. Due to a lack of parenting and care, the children were put on interim care orders, which means they may be taken away from their families and placed in local authority care. (Ministry.Of.Housing, 2021)
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/10961/Troubled_families_case_studies.pdf

The risk factors of vulnerability 
Vulnerability: The state or condition of being accessible to the potential of being attacked or injured, either physically or emotionally, is defined as vulnerability.
Families experiencing hardship are vulnerable.
When speaking  about families confronting hardship, it is referring to families who are dealing with the following difficulties:
Parents who are engaged in domestic violence.
Parents who abuse drugs and alcohol (substance misuse).
Involvement of parents in the criminal justice system
Parents who are suffering from mental illnesses.
Young caregivers

In this Case study: The family was going through difficulties since the parents separated, and the mother raised her children as a single parent. 

· The mother's alcohol and amphetamine dependency damaged her ability to care for and meet the needs of her children adequately.
· Fathers have minimal participation or interest in the raising of their children.
· Low school attendance of children
· Extreme amounts of anti-social activity and misbehaviour among youngsters. 
· Complicated behavioural issues, including children obtaining tattoos at the age of eleven. 
· The children were placed on interim care orders due to a lack of parenting and care, which means they may be taken away from their family and placed in local authority care.

Children act 1989
Every child has the right to be safeguarded against abuse and exploitation and the right to investigations to assure their safety under the Children Act of 1989. Its fundamental assumption was that children are best cared for while they are with their families. With a few exceptions, the law took effect in England and Wales in 1991 and Northern Ireland in 1996. As a result, this family is not optimally functioning, and the children are in a vulnerable state. (legislation.gov.uk, 1989) 
These circumstances render the children vulnerable and in need, which sets this family apart from other typical families. Weak refers to someone more likely to be subjected to harm, such as abuse, neglect, health and safety risk.  According to the Children Act 1989, a child in need is a child who would not live a decent quality of life without social services.


Alcohol misuse:  According to statistics from the Children's Commissioner for England, 478,000 children lived with a parent who had a problem with alcohol or drugs in 2019-2020, a rate of 40 per 1,000. (Public.Health.England, 2021)

Excessive and hazardous drinking and alcohol dependency are examples of alcohol abuse. Harmful drinking is a pattern of excessive alcohol use. It may result in alcohol-related issues such as depression, physical sickness, and accidents.
People addicted to alcohol are more likely to desire it and continue to drink despite the adverse effects. Increased criminal behaviour, spousal violence, and a higher incidence of severe mental and physical health issues are linked to alcoholism (National Institute for Health and Care Excellence, 2011). 
Neglect and abuse
Living in a home where a parent or caregiver abuses drugs or alcohol does not guarantee that a kid will be abused, but it does make it more difficult for parents to provide safe and loving care. Abuse or neglect may occur as a result of this. Briefing on Statistics: Child Deaths as a Result of Abuse or Neglect
In the past five years, there has been an average of 62 child fatalities each year in the UK due to assault or unknown intent.
• At least one kid is murdered every week in the United Kingdom.
• The most probable age group to be murdered by another person is children under one, followed by 16- to 24-year-olds.
• Child murders are most often committed by a child's parent or stepparent, while teen killings are often committed by a stranger, friend, or acquaintance.
• There are various statistics on child fatalities, all of which offer multiple perspectives on the number of children who died due to abuse or neglect. (NSPCC, 2021) (ONS, 2019)
Impact on mental development
Abuse and neglect are examples of adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) impacting a child's brain development. Abuse and neglect have long-term effects on children's brains that may last far into adulthood. 
The following are some of the possible consequences:
decreased impulsive control, for example, due to impaired cognitive development, reduced immune system, impaired executive function abilities, such as learning and memory difficulties. (NSPCC, 2021)
Educational neglect
It is illegal to deprive your kid of education, and therefore if a parent fails to bring their child to school or takes no effort to prevent truancy, they may be charged with educational neglect. 
In 2009, the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) researched child abuse and neglect frequency in the United Kingdom. It was projected that 5.0 percent of children under the age of 11, 13.3 percent of young people aged 11 to 17, and 16.0 percent of those aged 18 to 24 had suffered parental or caregiver neglect at some time during their upbringing. These results, however, are more than a decade old. It's unclear if or how the public perception of child maltreatment has evolved since then. (Bradley, 2015)
Emotional neglect
A child has emotional and physical, and educational needs, and emotional neglect occurs when parents and guardians fail to fulfil these needs. Emotional neglect may refer to a kid not receiving the attention, stimulation, or love they need from a parent or caregiver, but it can also be more planned.
For example, a parent or caregiver may regularly frighten, humiliate, or isolate the kid from human contact. Emotional neglect may lead to long-term mental health concerns and difficulties maintaining good relationships with spouses, friends, and even children as they grow older. Unfortunately, it's challenging to establish emotional neglect since one person's word is frequently against another. (NSPCC, 2021)
Anti-social behaviour and Crime
Anti-social behaviour is a range of behaviours that can cause nuisance and annoyance or harm and distress to a person. These include loud music, banging, DIY at unsocial hours, loud parties, frequent visitors and noisy neighbours. There is a fine line between anti-social behaviour and neighbour disputes which can begin over relatively minor inconveniences such as parking. (Crimestoppers, 2021)
According to psychological research, many childhood risk factors, such as problem behaviours and family issues such as parental drug misuse, have been linked to children's future anti-social and criminal behaviour. Children in primary school who show signs of conduct problems are more likely to engage in anti-social and criminal behaviour later in life. According to research, parental surveillance, psychological control, rejection, and hostility were the parenting characteristics most significantly related to children's eventual criminality. (Stevens, 2018)
Intervention and Evaluation
Abraham Maslow proposed a hierarchy of needs that all humans share. The hierarchy shows that children's fundamental requirements must be fulfilled before they can concentrate on learning. The Creative Curriculum's primary goal is to satisfy children's essential needs. These include a sense of belonging: Belongingness is the feeling of being at ease with and connected to others that comes from being accepted, respected, and loved.
A sense of belonging or connectedness aids learning. However, for some young children, a sense of belonging is challenging to achieve. They often struggle to believe that they are deserving of love. Consequently, individuals may engage in conduct that challenges acceptance, or they may act out, attack others, or act in ways that demonstrate they deserve to be rejected. Adults who are consistent and compassionate, rather than harsh and judgemental, help these youngsters. (fanconij.faculty, 2021)
Safety: security and the absence of risk. When youngsters believe they are safe and will not be harmed, they are more willing to reach out to people and explore their surroundings. To fulfil their needs and feel secure, children with impairments may need additional care. A kid with a vision impairment, for example, may need assistance orienting to the classroom setting, while a youngster with a physical disability may require environmental modifications.
And self-esteem: Self-respect and respect from others are two aspects of self-esteem. Children's self-esteem develops due to everyday encounters that allow them to see themselves as competent learners. When children's experiences are overwhelmingly pleasant and successful, their sense of self develops. Their sense of self diminishes if they are mostly unsuccessful. Children view themselves as respectable, competent people in a supportive atmosphere that gives them new tasks and acknowledges their achievements.
[image: See the source image]
Family-friendly activity
The intervention with the family includes activities that had an immediate effect, such as assisting with household chores like cleaning and laundry. The family was able to build motivation, skills, and a routine as a result of this. Signpost looked at the role dads may play in their children's lives from a new perspective, revisiting prior preconceptions about their parenting. For example, they established trust and solid connections with the dads by scheduling Signpost visits around Gary's working hours. They worked with the children's schools to address and manage Laura's emotional state's effect on the children and assist Laura in attending the Leeds Addiction Unit for treatment with her alcohol and drug issues.
Saeed, Adam, Rashid, and Javid were given a residence order by Ebrahim, which meant the court determined they could now live with him rather than in the care of the local government, and they are settling in nicely. Interim care orders are no longer in effect for them. Their school attendance and behaviour have improved. Saeed, who previously had no formal education, job, or training, is currently enrolled in Leeds College of Building and is making good progress. There are no worries about anti-social behaviour or criminal activity.
Ed has settled in well and has been regarded as more secure and happy at school after Gary got a residence order for him. Gary is receiving assistance. He is in desperate need of help from the agencies in the area, and he has requested assistance from various sources. Advice on housing and parenting. https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/10961/Troubled_families_case_studies.pdf

Conclusion 
Around the globe, child safety and keeping vulnerable children safe from abuse is a significant problem. Children are in danger of violence in every nation, every culture, and social and economic level, including physical and emotional abuse, sexual injury and exploitation, and neglect or intentional deprivation. We must prevent violence from happening in the first place to accomplish these great objectives for children, their families, and communities.  
Bronfenbrenner's ecological systems theory describes how everything in a child's environment influences their growth and development. According to Bronfenbrenner, a child's environment includes their family and the healthcare, social services, and welfare systems that are accessible. (GUY-EVANS, 2020)
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Description automatically generated]The ecological systems theory of Bronfenbrenner sees child development as a complex system of connections influenced by many layers of the surrounding environment, ranging from close home and school settings to broad societal values, laws, and traditions.
To examine a child's development, we must include the youngster and their local surroundings and how the broader environment interacts with the child.
Bronfenbrenner classified people's environments into five categories: microsystems, mesosystems, exosystems, macrosystems, and chronosystems.
The ecological systems theory's microsystem is the most influential level. This refers to the developing child's most immediate environmental contexts, such as home and school.
The ecological systems theory of Bronfenbrenner has consequences for educational practice. (GUY-EVANS, 2020)
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