Analyse the ways in which Claudian attacks Eutropius in his In Eutropium 

There are several passages from Claudian’s In Eutropium poem that could be considered an attack against Eutropius and in this essay I will analyses and consider a variety of them, while focusing more on the passages in book 1. It is clear that Claudian did not like Eutropius as a consul, and he is standing against him in this poem. Claudian has used the politics of his time as a standpoint in his poems several times, a fact which is particularly clear in In Eutropium and Against Eutropius poems. In his political poetry, a third party is often blamed for any of the disruptions to the state of the world or rather the state of the Roman empire and for the In Eutropium poem Eutropius is forced to shoulder the blame of the fractured state of the Roman empire. Claudian attempted to decrease Eutropius’ reputation through this poem and continues to try and prove that Eutropius was an ineffective and corrupt leader as to increase the power for Flavius Stilicho, the regent for the Roman emperor Honorius. Claudian uses some of Eutropius’ military failures, some of his past life choices and him simply being a eunuch to slander his name, which I will explore further in the rest of this essay. 
Claudian was a Greek poet who went to Italy and learnt Latin, he showcased his talent for the language with a poem celebrating the consulship of Probinus and Olybrius in 395. He was associated with the Roman emperor Honorius and supported Stilicho. Eutropius, however, was a eunuch and became a consul in the Roman empire where he also became a strong figure head for the eastern empire. He achieved this through a few different military successes and arranging a marriage between Arcadius and Eudoxia, a Frankish consuls daughter. It wasn’t until after the death of the chief advisor to Arcadius, Rufinus, that Eutropius became one of the most powerful men in the Eastern empire. (Dewar, 1990, p.582)
In book 1 Claudian starts out with a strong description of Eutropius, the general opinion of him and his leadership skills and it seems that from this perspective there is a strong dislike of Eutropius held by not only Claudian but by the general public as well. For instance, in the first few lines Claudian mentions half human half beast like creatures, wolves rooming about the cities, stones falling from the sky and the moon “that clash in mid heaven and at twin suns.” (1.4-5) Here Claudian is trying to create a sense of fear at the state of the world, and he is insinuating that it is the fault of Eutropius for all of these evil omens and that he is the worst omen of them all. In line 5 Claudian states that “all portents pale before our eunuch consul”, throughout this poem Claudian is trying to poison the image of Eutropius through insulting his leadership. 
Claudian puts an emphasis on the amount of bad omens that Eutropius has brought onto the Eastern empire. One example of this is him declaring that a sacrifice to appease the Gods will “cleanse the consular insignia,” (1.13) and that the sacrifice needs to be Eutropius himself. While this is not a direct physical attack on Eutropius it is the start of one and insinuates the risk of a physical attack. If this idea was to take root in the minds of the public it would have very much become a reality. Perhaps that was Claudian’s goal, to be rid of this particular consul through a gruesome sacrifice, or perhaps Claudian genuinely thought that the consul seat need to be cleansed of Eutropius’ leadership and that future omens would be prevented with his death. Line 12-14 Claudian says, “The consul’s own blood must cleanse the consular insignia, the monster itself must be sacrificed. Whatever it be that fate prepares for us and shows forth by such on omen, let Eutropius’ death, I pray, avert it all.” The use of the word “monster” creates an image in people’s minds of the kind of man Eutropius is, this dehumanises Eutropius as it conditions people to view him as something other than human. 
Another example of Claudian insulting Eutropius’ leadership skills is in the lines 10-14. Here Claudian mentions some of the military failures of Eutropius and his agricultural failures. The military failure that Claudian is referencing here is him leaving the “eastern barbarians to ravage our lands”(1.10-11). It is most likely that Claudian is trying to argue that Eutropius was the cause of the divide between the Western and Eastern Roman empire with this line as he continuously tries to highlight the strength of the Western empire against the corrupt nature of the Eastern empire. This is an interesting point for Claudian to draw attention to as Eutropius is known for both his military failures and successes. One of the reasons he became the most powerful man in the eastern empire was because of his victory against the Huns in 398, although his fall from power was ultimately because of the “collusion between the barbarian general Gainas and Tribigild, leader of a rebellion of Ostrogoths in Asia Minor”. (Dewar, 1990, p.582) After this instance he was exiled to Cyprus and then executed. 
A point that occurs several times is that of Eutropius being a eunuch which often comes with a negative stereotype in Late Antiquity, because they lack a certain masculinity they are often seen as lesser than man even if they are trusted with high positions of power in both reality and mythology. This negative viewpoint on eunuchs most likely stems from a place of misogyny in the Roman empire were they often put men on a pedestal. “Eunuchs were made by either disabling or removing the testes, and sometimes also with the amputation of the penis” (Kuefler, 2012) this was often done so that they could guard women without risking sexual assult. Despite this eunuchs were often used in a sexual manner by various emperors, including Nero, Suetonius, Sporus, Titus and Domitian. In mythology they held high positions of power and were very trusted around woman, even Claudian brings this up in book one when Eutropius is “handed over to a son-in-law as part of a brides dowry. Thus, he would become a lady’s-maid”. (1.70-1) The goddess of Phrygian fertility, Cybele had a eunuch consort, and all of her priest were voluntarily castrated. 
There are several criticisms to Eutropius’ feminine nature. The first instance of this is in line 6 of book 1 where Claudian states “Our cities behold an old woman decked in a consul’s robe who gives a woman’s name to the year.” Despite the clear feminine descriptors used for Eutropius here masculine pronouns are used for the duration of the poem alongside a feminine description to weaken Eutropius’ power over the Empire by presenting him as a weak, feeble and unable to lead. Due to the time period, it was unusual for woman to assume leadership roles in this society, so to have a eunuch who were often viewed as a feminine man insinuates that they are not as good as a  masculine man. Only a few lines later Claudian is attacking Eutropius’  right to the consul chair and says that it is a “disgrace to the consul chair” for him to be there. Claudian then goes on to say that even a criminal would be better as long as it was a man. “If it was thy will to disgrace the consul’s chair with a servile occupant let some ‘consul’ come forward with broken chains, let an escaped jail-bird don the robes of Quirinus – but at least give us a man.” (1.16-17) This continuous attack on the state of Eutropius gender because of his effeminate looks and his castrated nature is repeated through the poem as a clear way to undermine and perpetuate the stigmatized characteristics that came along with being a eunuch in ancient Rome. Lines 47-51 the castration of eunuchs is discussed, “Up hastens the Armenian, skilled by operating with unerring knife to make males womanish and to increase their loathly value by such loss. He drains the body’s life-giving fluid from its double source and with one blow deprives his victim of a father’s function and the name of a husband. Eutropius lay doubtful of life, and the severed sinews drew a numbness deep down in his furthest brain.” These few lines insinuate that all the eunuchs have lost their value as they have lost their ability to be a father and husband and as such as it has created a loss of emotions. This attacks his leadership as it implies that he is weaker because he is a eunuch. 
The main emphasis of this poem is that Claudian is longing for what the Roman empire once was and the greatness that it once emulated. The criticism of the state of the empire at the time the poem was written and the nostalgia for how the Roman empire used to be is unfairly put on Eutropius’ shoulders, however it is a clever political tactic to manipulate the general public of the Roman empire into believing that the issues will be resolved once Eutropius is out of power. It puts the trust back into the emperor and Stilicho. 
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