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[bookmark: __RefHeading__32740_23494348]INTRODUCTION
	COVID-19 is an illness which is generally caused by a novel corona virus called as SARS-COV-2 which has been causing a chaos across the nation. In this, controlling the transmission is quite challenging due to the highly contaminations nature of the illness and its capability to effectively cause the medical complications among patients (Busso and et. al., 2021). It generally has struggled the entire world since the origin coronavirus in the Wuhan, Hubei region of China, reaching every corner and infecting the other individuals from all the walks of life. It has been identified that every people generally has been influenced in some of its way, most frequently negatively. The complications linked with outbreak of COVID-19 has outcome in 505,035,185 contaminations and nearly about 6210719 case fatalities as of 2020, April (Impact of COVID-19 on children, 2022). In contrast with paediatric age group, outbreak of coronavirus is generally a hot topic for studying it is because it influences the majority of the public across various countries. Across nation, outbreak of infectious virus generally has negative influence as well as can profoundly influence the development of young children. Such negative influences can associate to rise in poverty levels, disrupted the well-being care settings, food insecurity as well as other personal elements like demise of the healthcare providers and significant psychological stress as well. In the present essay, it will entail the significant understanding of the key elements of both childhood and family life during both the historical times and present times. In addition to this, the essay will effectively discuss the critical understanding of specific range of factors comprising improvements in the policies and legislations that have impacted the alterations in safeguarding practice and policy in both the historical times and COVID-19 times (Ruxton and Burrell, 2020). 
[bookmark: __RefHeading__32742_23494348]MAIN BODY 
	Children are generally not the face of outbreak of corona virus. However, these children are generally at risk & is being within its large victims. While, thankfully these children's are been hugely secure from the direct well-being impacts of outbreak of viral infection till, the crisis having an intense influence on children's health more appropriately. Childs of all the age group across countries are generally being influenced, mostly by the socio-economic influences and in some the cases by the mitigation evaluation which might inadvertently produce more damage as with good. In addition to this, the dangerous impacts of the viral infection will not be expanded equally. These viruses are generally hoped to be the most harmful for the child’s living the low-income nations as compared with high income countries. Within United Kingdom, the authorities have almost banned all the social gatherings which has been obligatory effectively during the entire national lockdown. In this, the household mixing rules generally have been obligatory to effectively prevent the people who generally do not live collaboratively from meetings (Ben-Ezra and Hamama-Raz, 2021). Implementing effective legislations and policies is generally the most powerful tool or approach for developing the significant right towards well-being as well as addressing the public well-being emergencies. In the beginning of COVID-19, the UK government has required a strong legal capacity to support both the national and international level responses towards the outbreak. In addition to this, the UK government has implemented the legislation such as Coronavirus Act 2020 (Coronavirus Act 2020, 2021) and re-implemented the law such as Public Health (Control of Disease) Act 1984. In contrast with The Coronavirus Act 2020, it is generally an act of the parliament in the UK which efficiently grants the government emergency powers to effectively handle the situation of viral infection. The Act was an emergency legal step taken by UK government on the March 25th, 2020 (Responding to Covid-19 and the Coronavirus Act 2020, 2020). In contrast with re-implementing the Public Health (Control of Disease) Act 1984, the act permits the Secretary of the area to effectively regulate, or make significant provisions for the aim of protecting, preventing as well as managing or rendering a public health response towards the significant incidences or the transmission of infections across the UK (Written Statement: Section 45Cof the Public Health (Control of Disease) Act 1984 The Public Health (Coronavirus) (Protection from Eviction) (Wales) (Coronavirus) Regulations 2020, 2020). 
	Apart from this, there are some professional regulations as well as governance for the public health such as Public Health England and Statutory Regulators for Health professionals.  While considering the Statutory Regulators, the bodies that license as well as discipline the well-being care professionals, comprising the general medical council as well as the Nursing & Midwifery Council, comprise a generally codes of conduct as well as have been applied significant guidelines related with outbreak of viral infection (Keogh-Brown, Jensen, Edmunds and Smith, 2020). In context with Public Health England, the department mainly operate along the Secretary of state & both the local as well as national government, the public health care professionals & NHS has sufficiently employed both public & professional guidelines linked with COVID-19 (UK Public Health & Health Care Laws, Regulation, and Guidance, 2020). On the other hand, the government has also executed several vaccination programs for families and children across the United Kingdom. It is necessary to provide vaccination towards every family and children across the nation as vaccine provides immunity which effectively prevents the transmission of illness from one individual to others. 
	Additionally, the vaccination generally reduces the severity of the illness (About COVID-19 vaccination, 2023). Because of several global immunization programs, various epidemics of infectious illnesses like chicken pox, polio are eradicated and in present times COVID-19 are reaching eradication. In historical times, there were less policies or legislation that have been implemented across the UK to cope with the outbreak of viral infection such as comprising fewer healthcare facilities towards every person residing in the UK. In addition to this, comprising lesser number of hospital beds, lack of oxygen supplies, lack of food security towards vulnerable or poor income family people and many more. At present times, the government of UK has successfully coped with all their lacks to provide effective health needs and improve the health status of individuals during the viral infection (Qc, 2020). Furthermore, the government has effectively published a food strategy for England on the June 2022. This particular response towards the government-commissioned National Food Strategy was originally projected to be a white paper. The government of the UK has taken various actions such as assist the businesses to effectively manage replacement of vegetable oil as well as access more different supply chains where there are the deficiencies of the materials (Global food security, 2022). While considering the response towards child protection during COVID-19 times, support with the authorities, cooperation with the other specific departments, and the child protection-specific plans are generally the key precedence during the infectious illness. It mainly comprises advocacy for vulnerable group of families and children, free access towards the healthcare services. Advocacy linked with child friendly intake as well as the expulsion procedures to effectively promote the family union as well as decrease the developing risk of separation (Technical Note: Protection of Children during the Coronavirus Pandemic, 2019).
[bookmark: __RefHeading___Toc97888450]	The idea of socially constructed childhood represents the notion that childhood is not a naturally occurring process instead of this, it is a society which depicts when a child is being a child & when these children become an mature. The conception of childhood cannot be seen under isolation. It is profoundly tangled with another factor present within the society. The childhood is seen differently by the different societies. Those people who are living in the poverty have negative impact on the families as well as children in number of ways within the society. This poverty also influences the social construction within the society (Quaid and et. al., 2022). 
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	As per the graph, Within the UK geographical area, around one in the five people are living in poverty around the year 2020-2021, this is approximately 13.4 million people. Under this, 7.9 million were working-age adults, 3.9 million were children & 1.7 million were pensioners. Hence, 1 in 4 children in the UK are surviving in poverty which is 27% of the UK population (Overall UK Poverty rates, 2023). 
	In the Pandemic, people living in the poverty have seen in squeeze their income because they must spend more on food, electricity & the home schooling of child. This COVID-19 situation has added the pressure over the poorer people in maintaining their households, which in turn worsen their mental health (Di Martino, 2021).  Poverty & its effect can harm societies as well as whole country. This socioeconomic status has direct impact in the children as well. In the historical period, children surviving in poverty have tackled a broad range of risk factor which includes a range of health concern which impacts their learning as well as development. Poverty impacts the growth of the early childhood, from the brain to whole body system. The hardship in the economic status alters the key structure of the kid brain. Children who are in straight or indirectly experiencing poverty are at higher risk of developing heart disease, stroke, obesity, cancers, hypertensions and can have short life expectancy. Children of poor families are likely to brought in impoverished neighbourhoods. These types of neighbourhoods are linked with the difficulties in the academic field, behaviour as well as social problems. Families along with the children with this socioeconomic status have risk factor which comprises of the malnutrition, pollution, led exposure, food insecurity, violence as well as abuse. Living in poverty means have restricted accessibility to healthcare, nutrient & housing security, chances of school dropouts, homeless. This all are developing stress on parents or the earner of the families.   Regrettably, poverty & stress are the consistent components among the offenders of child abuse (Giménez-Llort, 2022).
	In the COVID-19 time, the restriction imposed by the government has elevated the stress among the families, living in the poverty. They are now more stressing out to fulfil the needs of the households. This stress in the society have resulted in aggregate causes of child ill-treatment like mental illness, substance abuse, sexual partners, lack of coping strategies and the other issues also. In the COVID-19 timespan, children who are experiencing these traumatic events are more prone towards the development of health issues, behavioural problems, abusive nature (Children in Poverty- Poverty & its effect on children, 2019). Due to COVID-19, schools were closed, playing areas were also closed. These restriction have somehow limited the social interaction of the family as well as children's. This limitation has degraded the social development of children and well as deteriorated the mental health of the children also. 
	Earlier approaches and interventions are focused over the 4 key chore of child improvement, which are physical, mental, behavioural, societal & emotional improvement. In the earlier time, the intervention for the vulnerable children, young people and families living the poverty includes Modification in the earned income tax credits, Changes in the childcare grant, modification in the federal minimum wages, promising training as well as employment program known as Work Advance. In addition to all this there are Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Housing Choice Voucher Program and Supplemental Security Income (SSI) Program. Further, A child recompense & support program has also been implemented for support to families in poverty in UK. There were one more policy for the support of immigrant people in UK known as Immigration policy. This all intervention has shown a positive influence on the poverty, Cost as well as employment (Ruiu and et. al., 2022). 
	In the COVID-19, the immediate focus is on policy or intervention to address the challenges which are faced by the children and families in the poverty. This is done for minimising the risk to children health and psychological wellbeing, proper accessibility of good food & nutrition, educational support & provide protection to vulnerable children, who are in need (Czakon and et. al., 2022). Therefore, for helping, there are number of food assistance programme for targeting the vulnerable families and children are initiated. After this, The East of England had the full food security with 95% of households being food secure, & the South East & South West at 94%. Levels of household food security in the 4 countries of the UK were all related, with Wales & Northern Ireland at 93% and Scotland and England at 92% (United Kingdom Food Security Report 2021: Theme 4: Food Security at Household Level, 2021). Government have provided social & income protection benefits to make the families able to buy foods. Government has also maintime front door child protection services, to make sure the safety checks on children & families are not disrupted (Statistics: children in need and child protection, 2022).  
[bookmark: __RefHeading__32744_23494348]CONCLUSION
	It can be concluded from above discussion that, across nation, outbreak of infectious virus generally has negative influence as well as can profoundly influence the development of young children. Such negative influences can associate to rise in poverty levels, disrupted the well-being care settings, food insecurity as well as other personal elements. The UK government has implemented the legislation such as Coronavirus Act 2020. The government has also executed several vaccination programs for families and children across the United Kingdom.  The government of the UK has taken various actions such as assisting the businesses to effectively manage replacement of vegetable oil as well as accessing more different supply chains where there are deficiencies of the materials. This COVID-19 situation has added to the pressure over the poorer people in maintaining their households, which in turn worsens their mental health. This socioeconomic status has a direct impact on the children as well. Children who are directly or indirectly experiencing poverty are at higher risk of developing heart disease, stroke, obesity, cancers, hypertension and can have short life expectancy. In the COVID-19 timespan, children who are experiencing these traumatic events are more prone towards the development of health issues, behavioral problems, and abusive nature. Earlier approaches and interventions are focused over the four key chores of child development, which are physical, cognitive, behavioral, social & emotional development. In COVID-19, the immediate focus is on policy or intervention to address the challenges which are faced by children and families in poverty.
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