                                    Policing by consent
In this essay I will be discussing the importance of policing by consent and how it can really change situations, I will also be going through past historical events that may have had an impact on this or may have given the policing industry a different outlook on things, I will be discussing how important it can be and how in some situations it may not be the most important thing, I will be giving examples, I will have some research that I will be discussing on that will also back up some of my examples.
Policing by consent is very important to the public and the policing industry themselves, and the reason it is important is because the public want to be able to have a say, want to be able to talk about it other than the policing industry just doing, for example if a police officer had knocked on a person's house and then walked in that would not be accepted whereas asking can I come in is polite, although this is not what is meant by policing by consent, policing by consent is stopping someone who looks like your suspect but may not be, and approaching them, explaining what is happening and then asking too search the person with their consent. 
If it was to gain entry to a house, they would have to have written consent, if they gain entry without consent, they then are entitled to an explanation from the officers. When officers show that they also care for the public say, the public then feel more confident within them, in Swansea a lot of the public interact with our officers, they talk, they laugh, and they also have a Facebook page where our society can interact with. 
After certain incidents where police officers have broken trust of the public it can be very hard to gain that trust back, for example Sarah Everard case, a police officer had taken an innocent women's life in a horrific way, this had then broken the public's trust for police nearly all over the UK. But the policing industry have been doing their best to rebuild that, trying to interact more with the public and make them feel better about situations they may be in. Consent may not seem like a huge deal when it comes to the police and the public, but when the police use consent, asking them for permission instead of being forceful it makes them more cooperative and gains confidence and support within the police.
For example the police could have a call which could involve someone who is mentally not okay, or have disabilities so they may not understand what is truly going on, and in situations like that they cannot be going in aggressive or forceful, they would have to be sympathetic, asking them is it okay if they do certain things like move them to the police car, consent is a huge thing. Consent is not only just there for the public but its also for the police sake, some people will consent to a search or consent to what it is the officer is asking, and then later down the line some will say they did not consent and they felt uncomfortable that the police officer did that, but the officer will have a lawful excuse which would be that they had consent to it. If an officer had arrested two people, a man and a woman and one of them had assaulted the other they do not need the victims consent to press charges against that person.
Police officers would prefer everyone to be cooperative and give consent to make things easier but not everyone likes the police, a lot of people would go to extreme lengths to hurt, get rid, or escape from them, they would put anyone's lives in danger just to escape the police. 
Although police officers do not always need consent, they can have warrants to search properties, or warrants for a person's arrest, but a person's consent or being cooperative makes a big difference and helps the officers out, in most cases the ones who have nothing to hide or do not want to get in even more trouble will cooperate with the police, the ones who have a lot to lose tend to make it more difficult for the police to do their duty. Alot of the times police will ask to search pockets and within asking they will also ask if the person has anything that could harm them or somebody else, they do this to make sure they wont hurt themselves when searching pockets, for example if a know drug addict was caught, they would be asked if they have any needles in their pockets and that's because if a needle inserts a officers hand they are then at risk of catching any diseases from the blood on the needle or from the drugs still in the needle.
Police need consent for things such as blood, urine samples, and dental records, but if the person had been arrested for drink or drug driving then the police do not need that persons consent as the person would have broken the law meaning not supplying blood or urine samples could get even bigger consequences. The police may need samples due to the person not being cooperative and obeying to a breathalyzer test which is against the law, if denied or failing to do it three times they would then be taken to the station which they then would need these kinds of samples. Another time police would need consent would be if it was an incident involving a minor or someone with a disability, and by this i mean if the police were to interrogate the minor or the person with a disability they must ask the parents or guardians of the person for consent to talk to them as they are not of age to consent to it.
Another thing the police must have consent for is their body cam they must inform the person at all times that they are being recorded and if the person does not consent to this it is nothing they can do as it is for the officers safety and their own safety, but they must always be told when the body cam is on and recording unless they are in a situation where it is impossible to do so.
A case where the officer did not have consent and had used to much force where it had actually killed the victim is the George Floyd case, in this the victim had tried to buy a pack of cigarettes with fake money, and although that is breaking the law the officer had tackled the victim to the ground and used a lot of force, he then proceeded to put his knee on the back of his neck holding him down with all of his body weight, this entire time the victim had told them he could not breathe and he had unfortunately lost his life, and because of this officer and a few others this had shocked the whole world, the video had spread in a matter of a few hours, this had led to riots all over the world about police brutality, unfairness, and incompliance, this had made the public lose confidence in the police and lose their trust and confidence within them. The police always try to find new ways to gain the publics trust back, to show them that everyone is in it together, to show them that they do have a say at what goes on. 
There has been a lot of historical events that have altered the publics mindset on the police, and it is then the police job to get that trust back, and although it is not all police officers all it takes is one officer to seriously mess up and someone to catch it on record and it takes down the police as a whole leading to the police then having to rebuild it again due to that officers' actions. Over the last few years the police have been making it their priority to show people that they can be trusted, they give the public opportunities to have a say, or get involved with certain things, without the public on the polices side they would not be where they are today, they would not unfortunately be able to last. if all the public turned on the police the police would struggle to fight of all crimes acuring, they would struggle to do certain things as everyone would have it out for the police, and although not everyone likes the police as i have said the police have gained a lot of trust and confidence back from the public which again makes their jobs a little bit easier when they comply. According to police surveys the public have gained trust within the police, over the past few years, it often drops and comes back up again but over all 79% of the people who did the survey had said that they were satisfied with the polices work and only 21% had said that they had a bad experience with the police (https://lordslibrary.parliament.uk/police-standards-and-culture-restoring-public-trust/) paragraph 2.
Why is policing by consent so important? Well as it says here ‘policing by consent’ is rooted in the belief that for policing to be effective, there must be broad public support for a police service's actions https://www.london.gov.uk/node/59395#:~:text=Derived%20from%20the%20nine%20principles,for%20a%20police%20service's%20actions. paragraph 2, policing by consent may not come across like it means a lot but it is a big deal, as i have stated without the public the police would not exist and without the police our society would crumble, this is the exact reason police put their lives on the line everyday to support our society, to help them, and reduce or eliminate crime. As it says here to recognize always that the power of the police to fulfil their functions and duties is dependent on public approval of their existence, actions and behavior and on their ability to secure and maintain public respect. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/policing-by-consent/definition-of-policing-by-consent point 2.

When it comes to the police our society have their own views some will say they are amazing, they do a great job protecting us and many more while others will say things such as they are racist, sexist, abuse of power etc., and although not all police are like this, there are the few who do this and it brings down their entire force. With these kinds of things it can stick with people which would then be taught to other people eventually leading to a lot of people not respecting, abusing, or giving grief to officers on duty. This can be some of the reasons why the police are always trying to show the public that it is not all officers, the police do try often to encourage the public to get involved in certain things,they want to encourage people to come to them when needed, the police have also been going to more schools teaching kids how to call them, to stay away from stranger danger, the police are improving on their strategies on how do to things. They are learning how to approach people in different ways that can be more effective, they do have things in place where they can write about what happened and how they can do better next time and this would be the NDM model.
Overall, without policing by consent the public and the police would not be where it is today, there have been massive improvements all over the Uk within the police force. They have changed their strategies, become more efficient within talking to individuals, or tackling crimes. They have also become more respectful and less forceful, they only use force when force is needed. Overall policing by consent is a great concept and it should always stay in place, there could be a few changes that they could make but its a great concept and its not just there for the public, but it is also there for the police themselves.


