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	Module Learning Outcomes 
(from module syllabus)

	Understanding role of constable 
· Evaluate the strategic drivers for professionalising policing and relevant policing and relevant national policing strategies

Maintaining Professional Standards 
· Critically explore the concept of integrity in a professional policing context
· Evaluate the strategic drivers for professionalising policing and relevant national policing strategies
Evidenced Based Policing
· Critically analyse evidence-based policing and ‘what works’ in policing
Communication Skills 
· Critically review methods for communicating and disseminating information in a policing context
Criminology & Crime Prevention 
· Critically evaluate crime prevention theories and strategies
Public Protection 
· Critically assess the impact of abuse upon victims
· Evolve professional strategies to deal with the impact of personal attitudes and values upon the investigation process
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· Review and understand the insider threat in relation to counter terrorism
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· Critically evaluate public perceptions of response policing
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Policing the Roads 
· Understand and demonstrate knowledge of legislation and regulations relating to vehicles/drivers
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TASK DESCRIPTION



Students are required to complete a 5000-word essay under one of the following titles:

Understanding the role of Constable/Maintaining Professional Standards
Title 1: Critically evaluate the concept of ‘the professionalisation of the police service’ considering how ‘Maintaining Professional Standards’ ‘ethical and inclusive’ and ‘Coaching and Mentoring’ approaches contribute to this. 
 
Community/Response Policing/Policing roads/Conducting Investigations /Digital Policing
Title 2: Critically evaluate the role of the police in one of the following areas:
· Community policing (strategies and incentives)
· Response policing (public perception and critical/major incidents)
· Policing the roads (application of regulations) 
· Conducting Investigations (Volume, serious and complex)
· Counter Terrorism Policing (Structure/ Risks/Insider threat).  
· Digital Policing (Internet related crime / Digital evidence retrieval).  
 
Information and Intelligence/Communication Skills
Title 3: Critically evaluate the methods used by police in gathering information and intelligence, how information contributes to the ‘tasking and coordinating’ process and how information and intelligence is communicated. 
 
Public Protection
Title 4: Critically evaluate police strategies for dealing with public protection incidents considering the impact of abuse on victims, the impact personal attitudes and values on the investigative process and the association between Serious and Organised Crime groups and public protection issues. 
 
Evidence based policing/criminology and crime prevention/criminal Justice
Title 5: Critically analyse the concept of evidence-based policing and ‘what works’ in policing evaluating crime prevention theories and strategies and considering the options open to reduce re offending. 
 


 










	GUIDANCE FOR STUDENTS IN THE COMPLETION OF TASKS



NOTE: The guidance offered below is linked to the five generic assessment criteria overleaf.

1. Engagement with Literature Skills
Your work must be informed and supported by scholarly material that is relevant to and focused on the task(s) set; you should make use of scholarly reviews and primary sources, where appropriate (for example, refereed research articles and/or original materials appropriate to the discipline).    You should provide evidence that you have accessed a wide range of sources, which may be academic, governmental and industrial; these sources may include academic journal articles, textbooks, current news articles, organisational documents, and websites.  You should consider the credibility of your sources; academic journals are normally highly credible sources while websites require careful consideration/selection and should be used sparingly.   Any sources you use should be current and up-to-date, mostly published within the last five years or so, though seminal/important works in the field may be older.  You must provide evidence of your research/own reading throughout your work, using a suitable referencing system, including in-text citations in the main body of your work and a reference list at the end of your work. 

Guidance specific to this assessment: At level 6 you should be reading extensively on the subject area, your sources should be reliable. Try to limit the quantity of journalistic sources you use and, instead include peer reviewed journal articles or academic sources. The Universities library is 90% available on line this allows you to access journals through the library, make use of this to gain good grades. 


2. Knowledge and Understanding Skills
At level 6, you should be able to demonstrate coherent and detailed knowledge and a systematic understanding of the subject area, at least some of which is informed by the latest research and/or advanced scholarship within the discipline. You should be aware of the uncertainty, ambiguity and limits of knowledge. Your work must demonstrate the growing extent of your knowledge and systematic understanding of concepts and underlying principles associated with the subject area.  Knowledge relates to the facts, information and skills you have acquired through your learning.  You demonstrate your understanding by interpreting the meaning of the facts and information (knowledge). This means that you need to select and include in your work the concepts, techniques, models, theories, etc. appropriate to the task(s) set.  You should be able to explain the theories, concepts, etc. meaningfully to show your understanding.  Your mark/grade will also depend upon the extent to which you demonstrate your knowledge and understanding; ideally each should be complete and detailed, with comprehensive coverage. 

Guidance specific to this assessment: You should read to build your knowledge base on the subject using lectures as a basis for learning, if you do not understand an element of the teaching make an appointment to speak to your lecturer. Attendance is key to develop your knowledge and understanding. 


3. Cognitive and Intellectual Skills
You should be able to: critically evaluate evidence, arguments, assumptions, abstract concepts and data some of which are at the forefront of a discipline (and that may be incomplete) to devise and sustain arguments, to make judgements and/or solve problems; describe and comment upon particular aspects of current research, or equivalent advanced scholarship, in the discipline Your work must contain evidence of logical, analytical thinking, evaluation and synthesis. For example, to examine and break information down into parts, make inferences, compile, compare and contrast information.  This means not just describing what! But also justifying: Why? How? When? Who? Where? At what cost? At all times, you must provide justification for your arguments and judgements.  Evidence that you have reflected upon the ideas of others within the subject area is crucial to you providing a reasoned and informed debate within your work.  Furthermore, you should provide evidence that you are able to make sound judgements and convincing arguments using data and concepts.  Sound, valid conclusions are necessary and must be derived from the content of your work.   Where relevant, alternative solutions and recommendations may be proposed.

Guidance specific to this assessment: Avoid descriptive accounts of subject areas, you should at this level be discussing and arguing points, do not try to discuss too many points, select an area of study and then analyse and discuss this area.  


4. Practical Skills

At level 6, you should be able to apply the methods and techniques that you have learned to review, consolidate, extend and apply your knowledge and understanding, and to initiate and carry out projects. You will deploy accurately established techniques of analysis and enquiry relevant to the discipline, and apply them in complex and unpredictable contexts, to devise and sustain arguments and/or to solve problems. You should be able to frame appropriate questions to achieve a solution - or identify a range of solutions. You should be able to demonstrate how the subject-related concepts and ideas relate to real world situations and/or a particular context.  How do they work in practice?  You will deploy models, methods, techniques, and/or theories, in that context or circumstances, to assess current situations, perhaps to formulate plans or solutions to solve problems, or to create artefacts, some of which may be innovative and creative.  This is likely to involve, for instance, the use of real world artefacts, examples and cases, the application of a model within an organisation and/or benchmarking one theory or organisation against others based on stated criteria.  You should show awareness of the limitations of concepts and theories when applied in particular contexts.


5. Transferable Skills for Life and Professional Practice 

Your work must provide evidence of the qualities and transferable skills necessary for graduate-level employment requiring the exercise of initiative and personal responsibility and decision-making in complex and unpredictable circumstances.  This includes demonstrating: the learning ability for professional development to advance existing skills and acquire new competences of a professional nature that will enable you to assume significant responsibility within organisations; that you can initiate and complete tasks and procedures, whether individually and/or collaboratively; that you can use appropriate media to effectively communicate information, arguments and analysis in a variety of forms to specialist and non-specialist audiences; fluency of expression; clarity and effectiveness in presentation and organisation. Work should be coherent and well-structured in presentation and organisation.





















Counter Terrorism Policing

Terrorism is one of the most serious threats and crime to a country and its inhabitants. In spite of relatively low annual mortality rates, compared to other types of crime, terrorism as a definition of the word itself, is used to describe an event which brings large scale terror to the population and is designed to install fear, whether this is made so by singular persons, and agency, or government. (Oxford English Dictionary 1989) As such, countering terrorism is crucial to the safety and security of a country, as well as the up keeping of peace, something police officers swear to do when they are sworn in. There are various forms and types of terrorism, including the traditional attacks, widely publicised on the media outlets, insider threats, and cyberattacks, in order to propagate ideology from a group/association of people, whether this is right wing extremism, left wing, single issue, state terrorism, ethno-nationalist, or Jihadi terrorism. 
This essay aims to explore and understand firstly, the definition and types of terrorism, including physical attacks, insider threats, and cyber-attacks, and the groups who propagate these. It shall explore the issue relating to the definition of “terrorism” in itself and why some attacks are considered terrorist, and others not. It shall provide an in-depth view into insider threat and considerations to have when applying the terrorism legislation, as well as issues with the same. It shall also explore how the 2019 novel coronavirus has impacted terrorist attacks and how it can be influencing adults and young adults into radicalism, extremism, and, ultimately, terrorist attacks, as well as the overall influence of the internet with terrorist attacks, and the issues in policing it. It shall address a brief history of terrorist attacks in the United Kingdom, as well as any legislation currently available to specifically combat terrorism. It shall also address any considerations with the European Convention on Human Rights and any other implications on the legislation. The essay shall explore the United Kingdom’s response to counter terrorism through looking at the structure of independent agencies, and how they collaborate together with the police, in order to keep the United Kingdom safe from terror attacks, both within the country and internationally. This section shall also explore the CONTEST strategy, implemented nationally by the Counter-Terrorism Units. Finally, the essay shall briefly look at examples of how terrorism has impacted communities. 
This essay mainly aims to give an overview of the terrorist threat/response in the United Kingdom. It shall discuss a brief overview of the risk in Europe, and compare and use some of the cases in the United States of America and throughout the world, however, it does not aim to give an extensive analysis of terrorism on a global scale. Due to the word limitations of this essay, and the extensiveness of the matter, it would be unfeasible to do so.

To be able to provide an adequate analysis of the police’s role in countering terrorism, one must first look at what terrorism and other associated terms are, prior to be able to conduct any form of critical evaluation. Thus, the UK Crown Prosecution Service, defines terrorism as:
“Terrorism is the use or threat of action, both in and outside of the UK, designed to influence any international government organisation or to intimidate the public.  It must also be for the purpose of advancing a political, religious, racial or ideological cause.” (CPS 2017)
Analysing this definition, it relies on the subject(s) first and foremost undertaking, preparing, or threatening an act designed to either influence a government organisation into a change, or intimidate the public, causing them to fear terror. Secondly, the act must have a cause behind it: political, religious, racial, or ideological. So, if one were to carry out an attack towards a select target, an organisation/group of people, as a personal vendetta, then the strict definition of terrorism is not applicable. However, the impact on society is consistent with that of the original definition of terrorism, as seen in numerous media headlines. (BBC, 2017) If one takes into account the UN’s definition of terrorism, in 2004, that the acts are designed to instigate fear and a state of terror to the public (OHCHR, 2008, pp.6), then the above example would fall into terrorism, whereas in the UK court of law, it would not, as it does not have any other reasoning besides personal vendetta. Instead, the subject(s) would be tried for mass murder, as was the case for Alexandre Bissonnette, who killed 11 persons, after shooting in a Mosque in Quebec, in 2017. (National Post, 2017) Perhaps an amendment is required to the terrorist legislation, to incorporate the targets to whom the acts are directed towards, such as those with protected characteristics, under the Equality Act 2010, rather than merely focusing on the intent, purpose, and the actions itself. 
Despite the relatively small aspects that the legislation does not cover, and, in fact, these are covered by other laws, which would give the subject(s) a similar prison sentence, as demonstrated above with the trial of Bissonnette, the legislation does take into account not only physical acts and threats of violence, but also those undertaken digitally, as well as, non-violent terrorist acts, which impacts society in a wholly different manner. Acts such as eco-terrorism, cyber-terrorism, and insider threat-terrorism, are generally less deadly types of terrorism, however, capable of destroying countries, organisations, and economies. 
Usually used by left-wing extremists, anarchists, and environment extremists, (Asal & Rethemeyer 2008, pp.244) eco-terrorism is not designed to primarily kill humans, but, to influence governments into a cause, normally relating to environmental changes. This has been done through the means of: burning buildings, as was the case of the Earth Liberation Front (ELF) in 2006; (Asal & Rethemeyer 2008, pp.245) protesting in sacred, UNESCO sites, causing irreparable damage, which in the strictest of senses, can amount to terrorism, such as the Nazca lines which were damaged by Greenpeace, in 2014. This prompted a reaction from Peru’s government, as well as, internationally, over the criminal act of damaging a historical site. (CBC 2014) Also the use of arson and criminal damage against corporations, which, ultimately, results in endangering lives. (Yang & Jen 2017, pp.1104).
There is, of course, an argument that this is very different type of attack, when comparing to for example, the case of the Norwegian right-wing extremist, Anders Behring Breivik, who, in 2011, murdered 77 people, in two separate incidents. (Appendix 1) Breivik had strong beliefs linked to right-wing extremism, xenophobia, islamophobia, and was highly against multi-culturalism, particularly in Norway. (The New York Times 2012) Eco-terrorism tends to be a non-violent and non-life threatening event, at most, thus, in their review, Alekseeva, Anisimov, and Ryzhenkov, argue that the term eco-terrorism should be replaced with the term of “environmental radicalism”. (Alekseeva et al, 2017, pp.29) Indeed, whilst eco-terrorism may seemingly be a less violent, peaceful type of radical activities, the effects it can have on organisations, and, ultimately, economies, communities, and the well-being of countries and its citizens, can be devastating. One example of this is India’s battle with Greenpeace and other non-governmental organisations, whose activities account for an impact of 2-3 percent on the country’s annual growth rate (GDP), according to an India’s intelligence bureau report. (The Indian Express, 2014)
The same, however, cannot be said for cyber-attacks and insider threat-terrorism. Whilst pertaining to be fairly non-violent, when used in a terrorist context, cyber-attacks can be deadly. If a hospital’s computer network was to fail, and doctors couldn’t access their system to check patients’ history/medications, the consequences could be devastating. Alternatively, if banks and ATM machines are disrupted, it can instigate mass fear to members of the public. The latter occurred in 2013, in South Korea, where a number of banks and other companies were hacked. (BBC 2013a) Later in the year, South Korea suffered yet another cyber terrorist attack, where government websites were hacked and messages praising the North Korean leader were displayed. (BBC 2013b) Another form of cyber-attack occurred in 2016, known as the “Football leaks” where Rui Pinto hacked a number of football teams and “leaked” confidential data from the teams to major media outlets, prompting criminal investigations over some of the players. (BBC 2020b) As part of this series of hacking, Pinto leaked documents showing how a major political figure in Angola, Isabel dos Santos, came into her wealth through corruption. (BBC 2020a) This caused political tensions between Angola and several other states, as well as, the scrutiny of any businesses in which dos Santos had any shares with, such as Eurobic. (Control Risks 2020) After this, Pinto dubbed himself as a “whistle-blower”. This term is defined by the Oxford dictionary as “a source who makes public information about alleged wrongdoing, typically by or within the organization in which they are employed…” (Oxford Reference 2014) These are persons, usually employees of a company who “leak” information to journalists, prompting a reaction from media/government and authorities. This can form part of what is called “insider threat”. Insider threat is the threat of employees revealing operational, strategic, and tactical data from companies, either purposefully or accidental, to external agents. Not only is it capable of causing harm to the company itself, such as is the case for the leakage of a unique intellectual property idea to others, but in the most extreme of scenarios, put the company at risk of a terrorist incident, as the case of nuclear power plants, or disclose information which can lead to terrorist incidents, such as the layout of buildings, including security points.
Indeed, as BaMaung, McIlhatton, MacDonald & Beattie point out, rightly so, insider threat-terrorism, is a topic not to be taken lightly. (BaMaung et al, 2018, pp.133) In the most recent UK deadly terror attacks, such as the 7/7 bombings in 2005, or the Manchester Arena attack in 2017, subjects must have had some sort of knowledge of the infrastructure they were targeting. There are very limited methods to conduct this type of gathering of information. One of them is the most commonly discussed, named hostile reconnaissance. (UK Gov 2020) Hostile reconnaissance is the gathering of information, whether this be through the use of recordings or physical walks around the target location, in order to plan the attack. Such a tactic was believed to have been employed with the November of 2015 attacks in Paris, where the attacks were planned at highly populated venues. (BBC 2015) Another method deployed to gather information is through the use of insiders who leak information, or persons who infiltrate organisations with the purpose of obtaining information which is not freely available to the general public. These are two different forms of insider threat. BaMaung and others, rightly discuss that the current threat of the insider terrorism is not being taken as serious as it should. (BaMaung 2018, pp.134) This is evidenced by, for example, on the MI5 website’s information about terrorist attack methods, insider threat falls under “Other methods of attack”. (MI5 unknown) Studies in 2014 discuss that not enough is being done to disrupt insider threat, relating to terrorism, or even, consider it as a risk. (Anon 2014, pp.7) As evidenced by the foiled 2006 liquid bomb terrorist attempt, terrorist use information from restricted areas of airports, flight plans, airplanes layouts, all in order to plan for the terrorist attack, including logistics involved, prior to executing said attack. (Finkel 2017, pp.68) This type of information can only be obtained from personnel who work within the company. Alekseeva et al also indirectly discuss the risk associated with insider terrorism when discussing environmental terrorist attacks. One of the main risks associated is the sabotage and taking control of nuclear plants, threatening to detonate the same. The fear provoked in the population and governments can be strongly impactive, more so than with some fatal terrorist attacks (Alekseeva, et al 2017, pp.27), thus making insider threat a high priority in research.
With information being more easily transmittable through the internet, via channels such as the Dark web and other obscure, unregulated forum channels such “8chan” (now known as “8kun”), disgruntled employees, and other actors with much more sinister and malicious intent, can easily transmit information to terrorist cells and organisations/groups. Channels such as these have played a strong role, particularly more recently, in terrorist incident. This was observed with the case of the Christchurch right-wing terrorist, who used the platform 8chan to discuss his attack and leave a link to his “live-stream” of the terrorist attack on a Mosque in 2019, killing 51 people. (Keen 2020) Given how worldwide and infinite the internet is, as 8chan liked to brand itself, (Keen 2020) this is something very difficult to monitor, although, not impossible. Not long after the Christchurch attack, a number of “copy-cat” attempts and successful attacks occurred in 2019. These attacks prompted the cyber security server Cloudflare to terminate its contract with 8chan as a customer. (Reuters 2019) This creates a large issue for police and authorities when it comes to monitoring extremism content, and preventing terrorist attacks. One must always consider the balance between each individual’s human rights, any potential collateral intrusion to innocent by-standers, as well as the task of protecting the public. Such a task is highly scrutinised by independent authorities, such as the independent reviewer of terrorism legislation, government, and ultimately the public, to whom the police serve. The internet also provides an easily accessible platform to those most vulnerable in society to become radicalised. A number of campaigns have been launched aimed at protecting children against extremist material and protecting them from radicalisation.[footnoteRef:1] [footnoteRef:2] [footnoteRef:3] [1:  https://www.ltai.info/ ]  [2:  https://actearly.uk/]  [3:  https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/reporting-abuse/dedicated-helplines/protecting-children-from-radicalisation/ ] 

Another form of insider threat is changes within the personnel themselves. Rather than passing information on to other external persons with ulterior motives, if one who has access to such risk areas becomes radicalised, then they may also become a risk to an organisation, exposing the organisation to potential terrorist attacks. Such an example occurred in Fort Hood, in 2009, where a soldier at the military base became radicalised with extremist views, and murdered 13 people, whilst shouting “Allahu akbar”, a quote commonly used by those aligned with ISIS and Al-Qaeda, prior to carrying out terrorist attacks. (Poppe 2018) This attack also re-iterates a point made earlier connected to the definition of the terrorism legislation. As Poppe suggests, following the attack on Fort Hood, there was much discussion in place regarding whether this was an act of terrorism or a mass shooting, due to not being fully able to attribute any formal “membership” to any group or association linked to terrorism. (Poppe 2018, pp.2-3) 
The next question it raises is how would one mitigate such threat? Prior to any employment of risk, a potential employee is vetted for their criminal record, associations, and any counter-terrorism intelligence. Whilst this may be the first step into disrupting those wanting to infiltrate an organisation to gather intelligence, it may not disrupt the latter threats: disgruntled employees, or, those radicalised whilst in their positions. There is the need for reliance of others to be observant and report worrying behaviours without the fear of consequences. Greitzer and Hohimer have attempted to model human behaviour in order to anticipate insider attacks within the cyber-security world. Interestingly, they use the Fort Hood attack as a case study, describing that there were strong indicators in the subject’s behaviour which could have been realised and, thus, could have had some sort of intervention to prevent any plans for terrorism materialising. (Greitzer and Hohimer 2011, pp.42) This is a seemingly simple solution, however, if one notes Poppe’s in-depth report on the same incident, one can note that Nidal Hasan did not publicise his thoughts, nor share his beliefs with anyone other than the imam he learned from, Anwar al-Awlaki who, himself, is believed to have been “one of the most influential al-Qaeda recruiters and ideologues”. (Poppe 2018, pp.7) This makes it a challenge on various levels. Firstly, his family noticed Hasan’s furthering into more extreme values, (Poppe 2018, pp.8) however, in spite of these concerns, it would be very unlikely that the family would report them to the police, especially when the subject had a career within the military and of such a high standing within the military itself, as a major. Such a report could potentially destroy his career and any future aspirations. Secondly, perhaps the lack of knowledge from his peers relating to Hasan’s following of an extreme version of Islamic teachings, may have contributed as if they did, his peers may have realised the extreme extent of his ideology, however, throughout the period in which he progressively became radicalised, he stopped associating with others outside his work, studies, and mosque. (Poppe 2018, pp.8-9). Thirdly, the imam himself was a “well known and moderate” Muslim leader in the county. (Poppe 2018, pp.7) It was not until 2010, that his association with Al-Qaeda and extremism was firmed and an authorisation to use military force against him was agreed. (The Guardian 2014)
Given the variety attacks, the vast methods deployed, and the different ranges of organisations behind the attack, the police have a difficult task at hand in protecting communities against such events. This essay has already looked in part at some of the strategies and legislations in place to combat terrorism, and its various forms. Winters discusses a broad and interesting concept to the definition of terrorism, adding that “targeting mainly civilians and non-combatants, performed for its propagandistic and psychological effects”. (Winters 2017, pp.262) In fact, it is the conclusion one can come to when looking into terrorism. There is no one particular form of terrorism. It comes in a wide range of activities, almost like a war, except against innocent civilians, who did not wish to take part in such an event. Thus the job of the police is crucial in disrupting terrorists, foiling attacks, and preventing, where possible, the persons in becoming radicalised in the first instance.
Before proceeding, it is worth to make a side note and discuss the differentiation between extremism, radicalism, and terrorism, as have been mentioned throughout the essay, thus far. The definitions in UK law were set out in the UK government’s CONTEST strategy in 2011, and further amended in 2015 with the counter terrorism legislation, making it the responsibility of all public bodies to ensure that children do not become radicalised. The strategy defines each term as follows:
“Extremism is vocal or active opposition to fundamental British values, including democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs. We also include in our definition of extremism calls for the death of members of our armed forces, whether in this country or overseas.” (HM Government 2011, pp. 108)
“Radicalisation refers to the process by which a person comes to support terrorism and forms of extremism leading to terrorism.” (HM Government 2011, pp. 108)
The definition of terrorism has already been discussed extensively throughout this essay, thus, the repeating of it will not be necessary. For the purposes of this discussion, a “terrorist” shall be someone who carries out an act of terrorism. Interestingly, this differentiation between the three terms is of crucial importance, especially when approaching the counter-terrorist measures. If terrorism is one side and extremism in the other, then radicalisation is the bridge that brings both concepts together. It is, however, possible for one to be aligned with extremist views, but, not be a terrorist, or participate in terrorist activities. Such was the case argued earlier on by Alekseeva et al when discussing eco-terrorism. (Alekseeva et al 2017, pp.29) This has also recently been a point of argument when, as part of the Contest strategy, prevention lectures were delivered at schools and hospitals, featuring organisations of the likes of Greenpeace and, the more recent, Extinction Rebellion, as well as other communist, fascist, and socialist possible extremist organisations. (The Guardian 2020) This prompts the discussion relating to when does political, social, and other matters, become extremist, and when extreme criminal non-violent acts become terrorist incidents. The animals and environmental organisations (ALF and ELF) have clearly committed serious crimes which endanger the lives and property of persons, thus falling into the category of terrorism. Greenpeace however, may not have committed such serious crimes, however, as observed earlier with the case of India, Greenpeace has cost the country a decline in its growth, due to the repetition of small incidents, earning them the label of extremist, from India’s government.
Looking at the current definition of terrorism also prompts various issues. Having an extremist view is a small component of what makes terrorist, for the individual(s) must have some form of “agenda”, and, to undertake such action, one must have extreme views of a subject. If they did not, then they would not have the motivation to undertake such attacks. Perhaps moving forward, there is a need for both the revisiting of the terms “extremism” and “terrorism”, as well as, perhaps having the definition of “terrorism” broken into 2, or even, 3 parts, covering violent acts, non-violent acts, and the cyber-space.
Looking in particular at terrorism in the United Kingdom, the UK has suffered from a number of terrorist attacks since the 1970s, where the main terrorist attacks were linked to the so called “the troubles”, originating with the conflict between Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. These attacks continued until 1998, when the peace treaty was signed. Since then, there was a noticeable decline in terror attacks in the UK. (Figure 1) 
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Fig.1 shows number of terrorist attacks in the United Kingdom between 1970 and 2018, based on data from the Global Terrorism Database (GTD).

However, there is a noticeable rise in attacks in 2013, in line with the rest of the world, believed to have been prompted mainly by the rise in activity associated with Jihadi groups such as ISIS, Al-Qaeda, Boko Haram, and the Taliban groups. (BBC 2014)
Since then, the UK has seen a stable number of attacks, of which, in 2017, the attacks were the most deadly, since 2005. Besides the Northern Ireland related groups of terrorism, mostly from an ethno-nationalist and separatist group of extremists, the UK also has a number of persons associated with right and left wing extremists, and Jihadi extremism. In comparison to the rest of Europe, in 2019, the UK had also over 50% of the terrorist attacks (64 attacks and attempts), and arrested the most persons linked to terrorism (281 or 28%), in Europe. (Europol 2019 pp.10) However, of the 64 attacks reported, 56 were related to the Dissident Republican groups, linked to the Northern Ireland troubles. (Europol, 2019, pp. 16) A further 4 attacks and attempts were linked to right-wing terrorism. (Europol, 2019 pp. 18) The threat of terrorism within the UK is still very much a crucial point of debate and a focal point of policing to ensure the safety of communities.
In the UK, there are a number of bodies who deal with terrorism affairs, and support the police in investigating terrorism related matters. The police are the first point of contact with all members of the public, collecting intelligence, and making decisions on the spot whether something constitutes a terrorist attack. If it does, then protocols are evoked and specialist teams of police officers and staff are called to assist. These specialists form part of the Counter-Terrorism Units, who are spread throughout the country in regional task forces. Besides dealing with on-going terrorist incidents, they work together with National Security Intelligence Agencies, such as MI5 and MI6; the National Counter Terrorism Support Office, the government, the Government Communications Headquarters (GCHQ), the National Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear Centre, Centre for the Protection of National Infrastructure, National Cyber Security Centre, and the National Operations Centre. (Jones 2020) Together the agencies co-ordinate an approach towards dealing with, preventing, protecting, and pursuing terrorists and terrorism incidents throughout the country. They are also supported by the European Counter Terrorism Centre, a branch of Europol, as well as working with the United Nations.
In order for the police to deal with terrorist related matters, there is terrorism legislation (The Terrorism Act 2000) which provides the police with special powers such as stop and search of persons and vehicles (section 44 and 47A), question and detain persons at ports (Schedule 7 and 8), carry out general police tasks (section 41). (Carlile 2007, pp.6) Following from this act, several other pieces of legislation have been made available:
· The Anti-terrorism, Crime and Security Act 2001;
· The Criminal Justice Act 2003;
· The Anti-terrorism, Crime and Security Act 2001;
· The Prevention of Terrorism Act 2005;
· The Terrorism Act 2006;
· The Counter-Terrorism Act 2008;
· The Coroners and Justice Act 2009;
· The Justice and Security Act 2013
· The Counter-Terrorism and Security Act 2015
· The Counter-Terrorism and Border Security Act 2019
All these measures were put in place to give police and security services further support in carrying out counter terrorism measures, such as further guidance for communications data, biometrics data, the recruitment and radicalisation of vulnerable members of society. Also as part of the government’s efforts to combating terrorism, the UK government created, in 2011, the “CONTEST” strategy to combat terrorism. The strategy is made up of 4 parts: Pursue, Prevent, Protect, and Prepare. These measures are aimed firstly at pursuing and stopping any terrorist attacks. Secondly, they are designed to prevent anyone becoming affiliated with terrorism by identifying those individuals at risk of radicalisation and mitigating it either by de-radicalising them, or if unsuccessful, monitoring their activities. The strategy also aims at disrupting those influencing others into becoming radicalised as well as preparing infrastructures and ensuring there are plans in place should an attack occur. There is however quite a large scope to argue the validity of these acts and strategies. Some may argue that the monitoring of groups and associates may break various human rights, including the right to a private life, freedom of speech, and freedom of association. There are also concerns that in monitoring the activities of people, there may be an amount of collateral intrusion linked to innocent parties. 
There were also concerns relating to the use of stop and searching powers under the terrorism act 2000 as there is no need for a police officer to have a suspicion to conduct a stop search (S.44). (Allen & Kirk-wade 2020, pp.6) Stop searches on a whole in Britain have been considered to be problematic, thus this caused alarm with groups and members of the public. Since then, a new provision for stop searches has been created to replace and give better definition and direction for officers, under the section 47A of the Terrorism Act 2000. (Staniforth 2013, pp.100-101) 
However, countering terrorism is a policing priority to ensure first and foremost the safety of the country, and ensuring that people can live in a safe society. The societal impact of terrorism also goes beyond the fear or threat of violent crimes. Data from the Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) show that anti-Muslim hate crime tends to rise after specific national or international events, such as terrorism. (ODIHR 2020:11)
 
To conclude, terrorism is a broad and vast topic, encompassing a range of criminal activities, from arson to mass murders. Despite the numerous attempts at finding one definition to fit all, this is yet to be successfully achieved. The current terrorism act in the UK contains perhaps one of the broadest of definitions for a terrorist incident, which is both an advantage and a disadvantage as it does define criminal damage and mass murder, both as terrorist incidents. As discussed throughout the essay, there is a need to review the current terrorism legislation, as it may no longer be fit for purpose. The number of Acts which have been passed since the first terrorism act of 2000, show that the legislation was implemented lacking quite some details. Also due to how broad and complex some terrorism cases are, there is a need to consider the separating of the legislation into 3 types: violent, non-violent, and cyber terrorism. There is also a need to conduct further research into insider threat terrorism as this in itself is a very broad area, with very little focus or studies made, however, it can have a great impact. As discussed in the essay, insider threat is not only limited to the “leaking” of information to others, sabotage, or espionage, it can also appear in the form of persons infiltrating, or even becoming radicalised within the job itself, and using it as an advantage to conduct a terror attack. This essay has also discussed that as much as can be done to try and mitigate insider threats, being aware of warning signs always plays a part into it. 
There is also a need to further counter terrorism in the cyber space. Recent attacks are being posted online, as well as persons becoming extremists, and even radicalisation. This is an area of much contestation as the internet is worldwide and to be able to police it, is an impossible task, especially given its infinitude and dark regions. There is also a need to consider cyber-attacks as an area of further research. There exists a large potential for radicalisation and to influence people, as seen by current disinformation issues.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Within the UK itself, the terrorist threat remains fairly high, with the UK having the most terrorist attacks out of everyone in Europe, in 2019. Despite of this, the CONTEST strategy has been one of the most successful creations from the UK government in the fight against terror. Indeed, the police, along with other agencies who assist, have quite a complex job to do, and whilst there is still a lot of research outstanding, the police are slowly becoming well-equipped to deal with such threats. [4973 words]
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Appendix 1: Table of terrorist incidents in Western Europe between 2000 and 2018, with 5 and more deaths. Data obtained from Global Terrorism Database (GTD).
	Country
	City
	Attack date
	Type of attack
	Target
	Group name
	Number of attacks
	Total deaths

	France
	Paris
	07/01/2015
	Hostage Taking (Barricade Incident)
	Journalists & Media
	Al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP)
	1
	12

	
	
	09/01/2015
	Hostage Taking (Barricade Incident)
	Business
	Jihadi-inspired extremists
	1
	5

	
	
	13/11/2015
	Hostage Taking (Barricade Incident)
	Business
	Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL)
	1
	93

	
	
	
	Armed Assault
	Business
	Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL)
	3
	39

	
	Paris Total
	6
	149

	
	Nice
	14/07/2016
	Armed Assault
	Private Citizens & Property
	Jihadi-inspired extremists
	1
	87

	
	Strasbourg
	11/12/2018
	Armed Assault
	Private Citizens & Property
	Jihadi-inspired extremists
	1
	5

	France Total
	8
	241

	United Kingdom
	London
	07/07/2005
	Bombing/Explosion
	Transportation
	Al-Qaida
	4
	56

	
	
	22/03/2017
	Armed Assault
	Police
	Muslim extremists
	1
	6

	
	
	03/06/2017
	Armed Assault
	Private Citizens & Property
	Jihadi-inspired extremists
	1
	11

	
	London Total
	6
	73

	
	Manchester
	22/05/2017
	Bombing/Explosion
	Business
	Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL)
	1
	23

	United Kingdom Total
	7
	96

	Spain
	Madrid
	11/03/2004
	Bombing/Explosion
	Transportation
	Al-Qaida
	4
	191

	
	Barcelona
	17/08/2017
	Unarmed Assault
	Private Citizens & Property
	Muslim extremists
	1
	14

	
	Cambrils
	18/08/2017
	Armed Assault
	Private Citizens & Property
	Muslim extremists
	1
	6

	Spain Total
	6
	211

	Norway
	Utoya
	22/07/2011
	Armed Assault
	Private Citizens & Property
	Right-wing extremists
	1
	69

	
	Oslo
	22/07/2011
	Bombing/Explosion
	Government (General)
	Right-wing extremists
	1
	8

	Norway Total
	2
	77

	Germany
	Berlin
	19/12/2016
	Unarmed Assault
	Private Citizens & Property
	Jihadi-inspired extremists
	1
	12

	
	Munich
	22/07/2016
	Armed Assault
	Private Citizens & Property
	Anti-Immigrant extremists
	1
	10

	Germany Total
	2
	22

	Belgium
	Zaventem
	22/03/2016
	Bombing/Explosion
	Airports & Aircraft
	Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL)
	1
	18

	
	Brussels
	22/03/2016
	Bombing/Explosion
	Transportation
	Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL)
	1
	17

	Belgium Total
	2
	35

	Finland
	Tuusula
	07/11/2007
	Armed Assault
	Educational Institution
	Neo-Fascist extremists
	1
	9

	Finland Total
	1
	9

	Switzerland
	Zug
	27/09/2001
	Armed Assault
	Government (General)
	Unknown
	1
	14

	Switzerland Total
	1
	14

	Sweden
	Stockholm
	07/04/2017
	Hijacking
	Private Citizens & Property
	Jihadi-inspired extremists
	1
	5

	Sweden Total
	1
	5

	Netherlands
	Apeldoorn
	01/05/2009
	Assassination
	Government (General)
	Unknown
	1
	7

	Netherlands Total
	1
	7

	Total
	31
	717




























































N.B. – 19/02/2020, in Hanau Germany, 10 people died after a right-wing extremist shot at customers in 2 shisha bars. Not part of the GTD as data is compiled to 2018.
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	Late Submission Penalties (tick if appropriate)
	%

	
	Up to 1 week late (40% Max)
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	GENERIC ASSESSMENT CRITERIA



	Level 6

	In accordance with the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications, at the end of Level 6 students should have coherent and detailed knowledge and a systematic understanding of their subject area, at least some of which is informed by the latest research and/or advanced scholarship within the discipline. They will be able to accurately deploy established techniques of analysis and enquiry within a discipline, using their conceptual understanding to devise and sustain arguments and/or to solve problems. They should be aware of the uncertainty, ambiguity and limits of knowledge. They should be able to critically evaluate evidence, arguments, assumptions, abstract concepts and data (that may be incomplete), to make judgements, and to frame appropriate questions to achieve a solution - or identify a range of solutions. They will apply the methods and techniques that they have learned to review, consolidate, extend and apply their knowledge and understanding, and to initiate and carry out projects. They will have the ability to manage their own learning, and to make use of scholarly reviews and primary sources (for example, refereed research articles and/or original materials appropriate to the discipline). They will demonstrate the qualities and transferable skills necessary for employment requiring: the exercise of initiative and personal responsibility; decision-making in complex and unpredictable contexts; the learning ability needed to undertake appropriate further training of a professional or equivalent nature.



	Level 6
	FAIL
	MARGINAL FAIL
	SATISFACTORY
(3rd / Pass)
	GOOD
(2.2 / Pass)
	VERY GOOD
(2.1 / Merit)
	EXCELLENT
(1st / Distinction)
	EXCEPTIONAL
(1st / Distinction)

	Category
	0-29%
	30-39%
	40-49%
	50-59%
	60-69%
	70-84%
	85-100%

	Engagement with literature (including reading, referencing,
academic conventions and
academic honesty) 
	Little or no evidence of reading and/or reliance on inappropriate sources.
Views and findings mostly unsupported and non-authoritative.
Referencing conventions used incoherently or largely absent.
	Poor engagement with essential reading. No evidence of wider reading. Reliance on inappropriate sources, and/or indiscriminate use of sources. Heavily reliant on information gained through class contact. Inconsistent and weak use of referencing.
	Engagement with a limited range of mostly relevant and credible sources. Some omissions and minor errors.
Referencing conventions evident though not always applied accurately or consistently.
	Engagement with an appropriate range of research-informed literature, including sources retrieved independently. Some over-reliance on texts. Referencing may show minor inaccuracies or inconsistencies.
	Engagement with a wide range of research-informed literature, including sources retrieved independently.
Selection of relevant and credible sources.  Very good use of referencing, with no/very few inaccuracies or inconsistencies.
	Engagement with an extensive range of relevant and credible literature, informed by the latest research. Consistently accurate application of referencing. 
	Exceptional engagement with an extensive range of relevant and credible literature, informed by the latest research. High-level referencing skills consistently and professionally applied.

	Knowledge and understanding (Coherent and detailed knowledge and systematic understanding of the subject area, at least some of which is informed by the latest research and/or advanced scholarship within the discipline.)

	Major gaps in knowledge and systematic understanding of the subject matter. Substantial inaccuracies. No awareness of knowledge of the latest research and/or advanced scholarship within the discipline.

	Gaps in knowledge, with only superficial systematic understanding. Some significant inaccuracies and/or irrelevant material.  No awareness of knowledge of the latest research and/or advanced scholarship within the discipline.
	Limited knowledge and systematic understanding of the relevant concepts and principles within the subject area which to some limited extent, is informed by current research and scholarship. 
	Knowledge is reasonably detailed, accurate with a good systematic understanding of the field of study and to some extent, current research and scholarship.
	Knowledge is reasonably extensive coherent and detailed.  Exhibits very good understanding of the breadth and depth of established views, and the work is, at least in part, well-informed by current research and scholarship. 
	Excellent coherent and detailed knowledge and systematic understanding of the principles and theories of current research and scholarship. Clear awareness of challenges to established views and the limitations of the knowledge base.
	Exceptionally coherent and detailed knowledge and systematic understanding of the principles and theories of the subject, well-informed by current research and scholarship. A critical, sophisticated and nuanced awareness of the ambiguities and limitations of knowledge.

	Cognitive and intellectual skills 
(Conceptual and critical thinking, analysis, synthesis and evaluation of research, assumptions, abstract concepts and data (that may be incomplete); logic, argument and judgement.) 
	Wholly or almost wholly descriptive work. Little or no analysis, synthesis or evaluation.
Failure to develop arguments, leading to illogical or invalid judgements. Unsubstantiated generalisations, made without use of any credible evidence.

	Largely descriptive work, with superficial use of critical evaluation. Weak development of arguments and judgements. Information accepted uncritically, uses generalised statements made with scant evidence and unsubstantiated opinions. Ideas sometimes illogical and contradictory.
	Limited attempt at critical thinking, analysis, synthesis and evaluation, tending towards description.
Some evidence to support emerging arguments and judgements but these may be underdeveloped or with a little inconsistency / mis-interpretation.
Asserts rather than argues a case.

	Some critical thinking, analysis, synthesis and evaluation. Can analyse new and/or abstract concepts and data without guidance.
An emerging awareness of different stances and ability to use evidence (that may be incomplete) to support the argument.
Mostly valid arguments and logical judgements. Some tendency to assert/state opinion rather than argue on the basis of reason and evidence.
	Sound critical thinking, analysis, synthesis and evaluation demonstrating critical thinking. Ability to devise and sustain persuasive arguments, and to review the reliability, validity and significance of evidence (that may be incomplete) to make mostly appropriate and valid judgements. 

	Excellent critical thinking, analysis, synthesis and evaluation. Ability to investigate contradictory or incomplete information and make strong, persuasive, arguments and sophisticated judgements. Some evidence of independent thought and ability to ‘see beyond the question’, suggesting a grasp of the broader field and wider concepts.

	Exceptional critical thinking, analysis, synthesis and evaluation based on judiciously selected evidence. 
Ability to investigate contradictory or incomplete information and make strong, persuasive, arguments and sophisticated, nuanced, judgements. Evidence of independent thought and ability to ‘see beyond the question’, suggesting an outstanding grasp of the broader field and wider concepts.

	Practical skills
(Apply/deploy accurately established tools and techniques; initiate and carry out projects; formulate solutions to solve problems in complex and unpredictable contexts.)
	Limited or no use of methods, materials, tools and/or techniques.
Little or no appreciation of the context of the application.
Limited understanding of the application of theory to practice or making appropriate links between the two.
Very weak problem-solving skills in complex and unpredictable contexts. 
	Rudimentary application of methods, materials, tools and/or techniques but without consideration and competence. Flawed appreciation of the context of the application.
Weak understanding of the application of theory to practice, with only occasional evidence of making appropriate links between the two. Weak problem-solving skills in complex and unpredictable contexts. 


	An adequate awareness and mostly appropriate application of well-established methods, materials, tools and/or techniques.
Basic appreciation of the context of the application. Theoretical knowledge and understanding applied in practice, but not always making logical links between the two.
Can identify problems and propose basic solutions in complex and unpredictable contexts without fully appreciating the complexity. 
	A good and appropriate application of standard methods, materials, tools and/or techniques.
Clear appreciation of the context of the application. Mainly consistent, accurate and logical application of theory to practice, making appropriate links between the two
Can identify problems and propose mostly appropriate solutions in complex and unpredictable contexts.
	A very good application of a range of methods, materials, tools and/or techniques.
Very good consideration of the context of the application, with perceptive insights. Can identify problems and propose appropriate solutions in complex and unpredictable contexts.
Evidence of some innovation and creativity. 
	An advanced application of a range of methods, materials, tools and/or techniques.
The context of the application is well considered, and insightful.
Application and deployment extend beyond established conventions.  Can identify complex problems and propose excellent solutions. Innovation and creativity evident.
	Exceptional levels of application and deployment skills in unpredictable, practical contexts, drawing skilfully on the latest research within the discipline. Can identify complex problems and propose sophisticated solutions. Assimilation and development of cutting edge processes and techniques.

	Transferable skills for life and professional practice
(Exercise of initiative and personal responsibility; professional development; initiate and complete tasks and procedures: individually and/or collaboratively; use appropriate media to communicate effectively; fluency of expression; clarity and effectiveness in presentation and organisation.)
	Communication medium is inappropriate or misapplied.
Work is poorly structured, disorganised and/or confusingly expressed. Very weak use of language and/or very inappropriate style. Little or no evidence of autonomy (or collaboration, where relevant) in the completion of tasks. Little or no evidence of the skills required in graduate employment.


	Communication medium is poorly designed and/or not suitable for the audience. 
Work is poorly presented in a disjointed manner. It is loosely, and at times incoherently, structured, with information and ideas often poorly expressed. Weak use of language and/or inappropriate style. Weak independent initiative (or collaboration, if relevant). Limited evidence of the skills required in graduate employment.
	Can communicate in a suitable medium but with some room for improvement. 
Mostly ordered presentation and structure in which relevant ideas / concepts are reasonably expressed. Work may lack coherence in places. Can work as part of a team, but with limited involvement in group activities. 
Demonstrates the basic skills required in graduate employment, with some areas of minor weakness.
	Can communicate effectively in a suitable format, but may have minor errors.
Mostly coherent, organised work, in a suitable structure and is for the most part clearly expressed. Can work effectively independently and/or as part of a team, with clear contribution to group activities. 
Demonstrates the skills required in graduate employment, with some areas of strength and some of minor weakness.
	Can communicate well, confidently and consistently in a suitable format.
Work is coherent, fluent, well-structured and organised. Can work very well autonomously and/or as part of a team, with very good contribution to group activities. 
Demonstrates very good graduate employment skills, with just occasional minor weakness.
	Can communicate professionally confidently and consistently in a suitable format.
Work is coherent, very fluent and is presented professionally. Can work autonomously with initiative. Where relevant can work professionally within a team, showing leadership skills as appropriate, managing conflict and meeting obligations. Demonstrates excellent graduate employment skills and an appetite for further development.
	Can communicate with an exceptionally high level of professionalism. 
Work is exceptionally coherent, very fluent and is presented professionally. Can work exceptionally well and professionally within a team, showing advanced leadership skills. Demonstrates exceptional graduate employment skills and an appetite for further development.
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