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Assess the impact of the work of Liz Greene on the development of psychological astrology 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Word count: 3168
Regarding to the psychological astrology, it started from the beginning of twenties century and became a branch of astrology. Comparing to thousands of years of astrology history, psychological astrology is extremely youth, but it is a development and renewal of Hermetic astrology and became a tool for the insight of human potential and self-actualization. 
Nicolas Campion made a questionnaire at astrological conferences. It turns out that ‘more than 60% of the participants of this questionnaire among attendance of astrology conference selected the answer about the nature of astrology, A psychological tool. [footnoteRef:1] Nowadays, more and more astrologers have influenced by the theory of psychological astrology. Most of them are convinced that astrology is a tool to gain insight and leads to greater freedom of choices thought knowing the natal chart and forecasting trends. [1:  Nicholas Campion, What Do Astrologers Believe? (London: Granta Books, 2014), p.243.] 

The development of psychological astrology at pre-Liz Greene period: 
Since the beginning of twenties century, influenced by the Theosophical astrology, Alan Leo created the physical astrology, which has completely reformed the astrology. He believes that a strong character can overcome the limitations the chart. The horoscope represents the body but not the spirit or soul. It was a new development that the Sun has become more important than only a planet in the natal chart, but also as a symbol of the self. Comparing to the Ascendant or the Moon, the Sun sign has developed by psychological astrologers further: The ego of self can be divided to 12 solar signs. The 12 solar signs and related sun-sign column made astrology more popular and acceptable than before. Because it does not require the high education knowledge to understand the celestial phenomena, even nonliterate rural people can understand the 12 solar signs and match their own life trends to the sun-sign columns. 
The branch of psychological astrology also influentially developed by Dane Rhudhyar. Rhudhyar believes that individual soul is a unit of consciousness which is a part of the universal ‘Over-Soul’, which was influenced by the thought of Theosophy. The same as Alan Leo, Rhudhyar believed the law of karma, which is the cycle of effect and cause. While, he also believed that life is essentially cyclical and developed the theory of planetary cycles and growth cycles. 
More importantly, Rhudhyar integrated the psychological theory of Carl Jung into his astrological theory. He claimed that ‘At once the idea that I could develop a series of connections between Jung’s concepts and a reformulated type of astrology came to me.’[footnoteRef:2] He adopted Jungian ideas and terminology to reform astrology. He mentioned collective unconscious, which is the idea incorporated into astrology. In his view, the birth chart is a symbol of extraordinary power, ‘ is actually as far as its psychological value is concerned, and archetype in the unconscious…’[footnoteRef:3] So the idea of birth chart from Rhudhyar went beyond as just individual psychology, it is a symbol of wholeness, which influenced lots of astrologers and formed psychological astrology. Nicolas Campion claimed that Rudhyar amalgamated ‘twentieth century psychology’ with ‘nineteenh-century theosophy’, and pioneered the effective application of depth psychology to astrology.[footnoteRef:4] Rhudhyar also have borrowed from Ptolemy the metaphor of an originary ‘ seed moment’ of birth in his book of Seed published in 1973, ‘We therefore need men and women who have the vision and courage to wait, to become the seeds of the future world.’[footnoteRef:5] [2:  Dane Rudhyar, From Humanistic to Transpersonal Astrology,（Palo Alto: The Seed Center，1975）Part 1，p.34]  [3:  Dane Rudhyar, Astrology and the Modern Psyche: An Astrologer Looks at Depth Psychology, (Petaluma: CRCS Publications,1976), pp.31-32.]  [4:  Nicolas Campion, ‘Prophecy, Cosmology and the New Age Movement: the Extent and Nature of Contemporary Belief in Astrology', PhD Thesis, (University of the West of England, 2004), pp.120-121]  [5:  Dane Rudhyar, Seed Man, (Buffalo: Human Dimensions Institute, 1974), p. 16 ] 

The development of Liz Greene’s work on psychological astrology
Based on the development of Alan Leo and Dane Rhudhyar, astrology has combined the principle of depth, humanistic, and transpersonal psychology and was used to serve the psychological goals. The birth chart is a symbol to help to illuminate facets of human nature and connected psyche to the wider cosmos. The psychological dynamics was contained in the birth chart. The astrological placements show more than individual psychology, but also the cosmic scheme of planetary cycles, and how individual play their role in the stage of life. 
By training as a Jungian analyst, Liz Greene has left its mark on twenty-first century astrology. She has merged Carl Jung’s theory into astrology and further developed psychological astrology to a deeper level by below three major points:

A.The Archetypal core of planet 

In Jung’s view, the most fundamental human experiences of birth, youth, maturity, and death, both physical and psychological, are projected onto the cycle of the Sun, planets, and constellations, which rise, culminate, and set only to rise again in an apparently eternal round. Jung’s statement to Freud that astrology is indispensable to an understanding of mythology. In Jung’s cosmology, the ubiquitous human experience of birth and death is imagined as a solar narrative, which offers the promise of rebirth as well as assigning meaning to a natural celestial event. This approach presented the cyclical journey of the Sun-god or the solar hero, as an effort of the primitive mind to explain the natural phenomenon of the rising and setting of the Sun, as well as injecting meaning into the frightening reality of the brevity of human life.  

To further Jung’s theory of psychological projection by celestial bodies, in the book of ‘Relating’, Liz Greene claimed that ‘The planets on the birth chart symbolize the archetypal experiences of life, astrology is only one way of portraying them.’[footnoteRef:6] In Liz’s theory, ‘the Sun is the symbol of the ego’, which is the term, Jung used. Also, ‘the Sun is the vessel or vehicle for the totally of the psyche, the self, to become manifest’.[footnoteRef:7] By critical reviewing of the Sun-sign column, Liz Greene has further developed the psychological astrology to a deeper level. She regarded the Sun to not only a symbol of character, but also the planet containing people’s potential and essence. The quality of Sun sign is the quality which each human being can develop and make his/her great effort to become. Her working process of analytical psychology has been applied into astrology and combined the understanding of the psyche.  [6:  Liz Greene, Relating: An Astrological Guide to Living With Others on a Small Planet, (Newburyport: Weiser Books,1978) p.29]  [7:  Liz Greene, Relating (Newburyport: Weiser Books,1978) , p.30] 


The Sun sign in Liz’s view, it cannot decide the different characters of people, but symbolized different type of energy and particular myth, which people are trying to become and express by different individual path. 

In traditional astrology, only five planets are applied in the chart. While, the myth archetype of three modern planets can also be found from the Greek myths. In Liz’s opinion, it is the shadowy intimations and symbolized as gods in the mythology. For example, Uranus is a planet symbolized liberation, independent, rebellion and innovation, which was discovered in 1781. 

Coincidentally, two important political revolutions occurred in France and the United states at that year. Uranus has been called the Awakener, as an awakening into larger consciousness. The discovery of Uranus did not cause two great political revolution take place in 1781, but only mirrored the two event which related to independent and liberation.  Liz Greene claimed that, ‘The planet and the state of the world at the time of its discovery reflect each other: they are synchronous.’[footnoteRef:8]  [8:  Liz Greene, Relating (Newburyport: Weiser Books,1978) , p.42] 


Meanwhile, in Greek and Roman mythology stories, the god Uranus is the father of Cronos-Saturn. He was ended by his son Saturn and his throne was taken by Saturn. Saturn’s action against Uranus brought a revolution and began a new area of ruling. The story of god Uranus is the mythology archetype of Uranus, which also linked to the concept of liberation, independent and rebellion.  

Liz Greene claimed that ‘It is at this juncture that we, as astrologers, can come in and view the whole spectrum, from the mythic to the personal, and recognize in planetary configurations a precise picture of this archetypal core.’[footnoteRef:9] Also, The Archetypal core of planet was demonstrated by the mythology and synchronic occurrence.  [9:  Liz Greene, The Horoscope in Manifestation: Psychology and Prediction,(London: CPA Press,2014), p.3] 


B.The complexity of interpretation in Liz’s work 
Besides the archetypal perspective of planet, Liz Greene also developed the subject of complexes from Freud and Jung. It is a psychological model, but also gives remarkable insight into the dynamics of a horoscope. 
In Freud’s research, the complexes was regarded as universal factors which provided the  motivating force in every individual’s development. For example, the Oedipus complex might be translated to the Oedipus fixed idea, which represent the inevitable and universal incestuous triangle of childhood with desire, fear, guilt, aggression and shame. For Freud, the complex is always pathological, because it involves a repression of powerful instinctual urges that results in conflict and psychic suffering. Specially, in Freud’s view, complexes are not normal, it must be overcome. ‘They fall ill of the same complexes against which we healthy people struggle as well. The only difference is that healthy people know how to overcome those complexes without any gross damage…’[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Liz Greene, Jung’s Studies in Astrology,(London: Routledge,2018), p. 27, cited in Freud,SE7,P.188] 


While, in Jung’s theory, he thought ‘Oedipus’ destruction of his father and union with his mother, might reflect not simply a literal and forbidden incestuous desire, but a fundamental human longing to shatter the power of the rational ego, the father, to merge with and be transformed by the depth of the unconscious, the mother.’ [footnoteRef:11] The essential techniques of psychoanalysis – dream interpretation and free association – are ultimately geared toward raising the complex into consciousness. [11:  Erich Neumann, The origins and history of consciousness (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1954)] 


‘And for Jung, the archetypes that lie at the core of every complex are symbolized by the planetary gods’. ‘The journey through the planetary houses…therefore signifies the overcoming of a psychic obstacle, or of an autonomous complex, suitably represented by a planetary god or demon. ’[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Liz Greene, Jung’s Studies in Astrology, (London: Routledge,2018),p.27, cited in C.G JUNG, CW14, 308] 

In Liz’ view, she inherited the psychological model of complex from Jung and developed it to the context of esoteric thought. ‘Complexes are really what we mean by fate.’[footnoteRef:13], Liz claimed.  [13:  Liz Greene, The Horoscope in Manifestation: Psychology and Prediction, (London: CPA Press, 2014), p.194] 

Complexes are kinds of DNA which is an energetic container of past life patterns, including failure, successes, and conflicts carried over from other lifetimes. The complexes model which was merged from unconsciousness to conscious, also gives a firm basis of psychological dynamics in the astrological chart. ‘When we look at aspect configurations, singletons, angular planets –anything in the chart we deem to be energetic –we are looking at complexes. When we look at transits and progressions, we are looking at the timing of the emergence of a complex, or part of a complex, from the unconscious into conscious life.’[footnoteRef:14]  [14:  Liz Greene, The Horoscope in Manifestation (London: CPA Press, 2014), p.210] 

As we reviewed, the karma and reincarnation idea were adopted by Alan Leo and Dane Rhudhyar. In Liz’s period, she matched the concept of Complexes to the karma model and developed it to the dynamic of energetic model from collective’s unconsciousness. 
Meanwhile, she also expressed that the unpredictable unconsciousness is contained in everybody and those qualities are not yet developed, which will be triggered by events or the natural process of ageing, or simply be ripe, then it will enter conscious awareness in life. The psyche has many facets, and everyone can develop his or her own psyche, which is the game between free will and fate. 
In Liz’s work, she also represented that ‘complexes, at their core, are not unique. They are archetypal patterns, neither pathological nor individual, and they motivate all human beings – perhaps even all life, according to the level of awareness.’[footnoteRef:15] [15: Liz Greene, The Horoscope in Manifestation: Psychology and Prediction, (London: CPA Press,2014),p 238] 

C.Mapping the horoscope to Jungian theory 
a) Mapping Jung’s four functions to the four elements 
In Jung’s Psychological Types, Jung initiated four types of models of the individual general orientation: thinking, feeling, sensation and intuition, which is the modes of adaptation about perceiving and evaluating reality. 
Alan Leo claimed that the element of air as ‘the higher mind’, related to ‘extension and expansion’, the airy signs abstract the ‘essence’ from external situations and objects to an ‘ideal’[footnoteRef:16]. Meanwhile, the element of earth as ‘the dense body of man’, representing’ solidity and stability’.[footnoteRef:17] Liz Greene inherited Alan Leo’s explanation of elements and matched 4 elements into Jung’s model: The element of Water, related to the Feeling function, The element of Air, related to the Thinking type; The element of Earth, related to the sensation type; The element of Fire, related to the Intuition type.  [16:  Alan Leo, The art of synthesis, (Montana: Kessinger Publishing,2010), pp.177-178 ]  [17:  Alan Leo, How to judge a nativity, (Montana: Kessinger Publishing,2010), p.14. ] 

b) Animus and Animus are identified as inner partner
In Jung’s terms, anima, which is feminine, means soul, while animus, which is masculine, means wind, breath or spirit. The archetype of anima and animus can be found in myth, fairy tale stories, arts, or other cultural themes. They are defined by Jung as transsexual unconscious images, which every man and woman can contain this pair of archetypes at the same time. 
To further develop the theory of anima and animus to astrology, Liz mapped it to her observation of natal chart and synastry, which contains the both masculine and feminine signs and planets. Meanwhile, she also mentioned that there is no formula or rules to apply to the animus and animus nature symbols. Because they are unconscious images, astrologers cannot calculate them by intellect and logic. 
Regarding to the anima and animus in relationship, Liz gave a new idea about reincarnation in another life and loving the same people in the previous life. It contributes to further the concept of reincarnation, which was believed by Alan Leo and Dane Rhudhyar, to a deeper analytical psychological level. The feeling of familiarity in a relationship, psychologically is not that people encounter a partner in previous life, but the projection of anima and animus, which means one has fallen in love with oneself. Different with narcissism, ‘the beloved is not one’s conscious ego, but an aspect of the unconscious self.’[footnoteRef:18], claimed by Liz Greene. It means that the image of Anima or Animus is projected to another spouse from unconscious self.  [18:  Liz Greene, The Horoscope in Manifestation (London: CPA Press, 2014), p 2593 in kindle version] 

When comparing two charts, astrologers may find many clues of the relationship if they are compatible. Even Sun and Moon conjunction, or Moon and Moon conjunct, the two lovers are sharing the same interests or values, but the anima and animus will still determinate the outcome of relationship. Two lovers in the relationship need to have enough self-awareness and make the Anima and Animus appear to conscious, then they can clearly see how the relationship works. In Liz’s view, if people can find their inner partner and the projection of inner partner, then people gain the power of free will and can make their own decision, rather than leading by the fate.  It is also a big progress of psychological astrology, which free people’s mind and not just jump into the conclusion by the factors of charts. When astrologer want to analysis the compatibility of two charts, no matter the planetary combination is confliction or harmony, that are the potentials, only the anima and animus, the inner partners, can determine if those potentialities of relationship would become reality. 
For the birth chart and the psychological types, Liz claimed that it cannot type a chart. Because the chart is only a map, which astrologers need to relate to the individual first and directly experience the people’s identity. People comes before chart. The horoscope maps out a set of potentials, and also some importance factors are not reflected on the chart, for example the gender of chart owner is out of the map, but it is quite important factor to lead the chart to develop different ways of living reality. 
c)Saturn is identified as the shadow of unconsciousness in the chart
In traditional astrology, Saturn is identified as a malefic planet with negative impact. It always brings disaster and difficulties to people. While, in medieval alchemy, Saturn is the base material of lead to be transformed. The same as Chinese astrology, the old philosophy towards Saturn is that mud can be generated to god by the right usage of Saturn. It also reflected by Western fairy tales or famous masterworks, that the inner of hero has a dark side or shadow nature, which lies the seed of every individual. 
Liz Green claimed that, ‘the shadow is an archetypal experience, we may expect it to be represented among the planetary hierarchy, and there seems to be a close connection between it and the symbol of the planet Saturn.’[footnoteRef:19], which really renewed the meaning of Saturn in the history of Western astrology and used a psychological approach to analyze the planet.   [19:  Liz Greene, Saturn: A New Look at an Old Devil (Newburyport: Weiser Books,2011), p. 25] 

This approach was also influenced by Jung’s theory. The shadowy side is unconscious in the individual, which is unobserved and hidden from the consciousness. Meanwhile, the dark side of Saturn may project to others, which may try to use an image of enemy to manifest the ugly and unpleasant side from yourself. In Liz’s view, the unconscious side of character is partially from the dark and shadowy side which people fear to see and aware. The placement of Saturn in the natal chart can reflect the shadowy area in each individual. Only when people get notice on the shadowy side, the unconscious will become conscious knowledge, and it will bring bright light to transform the fear and unacceptable part of character in the seed of individual, and spiritual gold can be extracted from Saturn. 
Conclusion
Starting from the beginning of twenties century, psychological astrology is an extreme youth branch of astrology, but has brought big influence to contemporary practitioners. Liz Greene is an important leading psychological astrologer who inherited the knowledge from Alan Leo and Dane Rhudhyar, meanwhile as a trained Jung analyst, who combined Jung’s psychological concept into astrology. Liz Greene further developed psychological astrology to a deeper level by her application on archetypal core of planet, the complexity of interpretation, and mapping the horoscope to Jungian theory, including mapping Jung’s four functions to the four elements, identifying Animus and Animus as inner partner and identifying Saturn as the shadow of unconsciousness in the chart.

BIBLIOGRAPHY:
Campion, Nicholas, What Do Astrologers Believe? (London: Granta Books, 2014)
Rudhyar, Dane, From Humanistic to Transpersonal Astrology,（Palo Alto: The Seed Center，1975）
Rudhyar, Dane, Astrology and the Modern Psyche: An Astrologer Looks at Depth Psychology, (Petaluma: CRCS Publications,1976)
Campion, Nicholas, 'Prophecy, Cosmology and the New Age Movement: the Extent and Nature of Contemporary Belief in Astrology', PhD Thesis, (University of the West of England, 2004)
Rudhyar, Dane, Seed Man, (Buffalo: Human Dimensions Institute, 1974)
Greene, Liz, Relating: An Astrological Guide to Living With Others on a Small Planet, (Newburyport: Weiser Books,1978) 
Greene, Liz, The Horoscope in Manifestation: Psychology and Prediction, (London: CPA Press,2014),
Neumann, Erich, The origins and history of consciousness (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1954)
Greene, Liz, Jung’s Studies in Astrology, (London: Routledge,2018)
Leo, Alan, The art of synthesis, (Montana: Kessinger Publishing,2010) 
Leo, Alan, How to judge a nativity, (Montana: Kessinger Publishing, 2010)
Greene, Liz, Saturn: A New Look at an Old Devil (Newburyport: Weiser Books, 2011)

image1.png
PRIFYSGOL CYMRU ——
Y Drindod Dewi Sant

UNIVERSITY OF WALES

Trinity Saint David





