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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
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Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 
Please get rid of the red writing for your final submission. 

	NAME: Bethan Bugler 

	STUDENT ID No.: 1922417

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Why are children within the care system more than five times as likely to be involved in the criminal justice system?

INTRODUCTION:

According to the Laming review by Lord Laming, children in care are six times more likely than other young people to be cautioned or convicted of a crime. (Laming Review: half of children in custody have been in care, 2022)

The purpose of this dissertation is to determine why the children in the care system are more likely to be involved in crime and what the criminal justice system is doing to stop reoffending. This research project is needed to review the current process of when young people in care get in to trouble and turn to crime, it is needed to determine why many children are in care in the first instance and what programmes and help can be given to these young people to break the cycle and give them a good chance in life despite what they have been brought up with.

"There is a depressing route from care to custody which can, and must, be stopped. We need to listen to children in care about how they got drawn into trouble and hear their views on ways to get out of it."
(Family Law Week: Independent review launched into links between care and custody, 2022)





	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

In this dissertation, I want to achieve the following objectives 

1) Why are so many children in England and Wales in the care system and what have they been through to end up there?
2) Why are children in care more than 5 times more likely to be involved in the criminal justice system?
3) What is the criminal justice system doing to help these young people break the cycle and prevent re-offending?





	LITERATURE REVIEW:
To gather information for this dissertation, I will be using the following literature; 

· GOV.UK – Ministry of justice. I will be using this to analyse different methods of dealing with children in care and their involvement in the criminal justice system and what the CJS is currently doing to stop reoffending. 
· Government website – for the current rules around children in care and the help they should be given whilst under care to help educate and keep them out of trouble. 
· Government reports for figures outlining how many children within the care system end up in the criminal justice system and for what reasons. 
· Youth offending team – I will be analysing what programmes they use and outcomes and case studies of where they have been successful.




	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

For this dissertation, I am going to use mainly secondary data sources such as; 

Textbooks, websites, acts of parliament and journal papers. 
I am going to use case studies of children in England and Wales within the care system and how they are now involved in the criminal justice system. 
I am going to analyse results of the criminal justice systems and different disposal and learning methods such as the youth offending team and what they do to avoid reoffending. 




	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
I am going to be using secondary data for this dissertation.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:
I don’t forsee any ethical issues at this stage of my dissertation. If I was to decide to use any primary data for example questionaries for children in care or the staff members within care homes, I would make sure data protection rules are met. 

	TIME SCALE:
I will complete each chapter in line with the university deadlines.  
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