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   Research Title;                     
                            The Impact of Virtual learning Environment
Abstract
In this research I will present students experience with moodle, the learning management system when used in our educational process. Also the questionnaire result described the relationship between the gained experience with the course and questionnaire result. Furthermore the conduct of the research is to provide improved insight into the opinion of students and their expectation. The educational fulfilment on the outcome of a student’s employ of VLE has now been a theme of study which is probable to be of awareness to equally students and lectures that mount up resource for VLE.                                                                               Virtual learning Environment provides recommendation for those who chose it and encourages all those concerned of it to use them extra effectively in order to make attractive learning experiences.
The purpose of this research is to find knowledge and collect information through a combined data of primary and secondary. 

Introduction
In education technology, [VLE] Virtual learning environment is a web-based stage for digital aspect designed for teaching and learning normally within the educational institutions. It make available for the diverse stages of evaluation and present resources, activities and communications within a course arrangement.
Although is a Learning environment, it does not replace existing educational practices nor class rooms but rather add value to extend the physical learning environment. Virtual Learning purposely uses computer software or internet or both to bring instructions to students, that is minimizes or eliminate the necessitating of students and teachers sharing a classroom. With the current pandemic most universities has designed this platform for teaching and learning, example is University of Wales Trinity Saint David where I am studying at the moment, most of the learning material are in the module where we can easily access with student number and email. But if the students’ needs equally in their format terms such as text files, videos etc and their content are not provided by the resources of VLE it is regarded as ineffective and of no use as nothing is added to the students learning experience [ofsted 2009].
Ofsted 2009 again stated that VLE should have enough information that will allow student to add force to their work in lectures so their understanding of a subject can be broader and deeper if possible through a variety of presentational approach such as audio and video.


Rational:
I purpose to study the crash of VLE on students whether the use of moodle is easy and effective or the environment enhances their learning experience.  Becta 2009 published a report on Oftsed investigated on the impact of Virtual Learning Environment on student’s education. It was concluded that have than half of the sample schools were positive about the impact of VLE on teaching and learning. The concept of this research is to collect information from students in University of Wales Trinity Saint David in finding knowledge of their impact of using moodle as a tool of VLE, and if there should be any improvement.
Online courses provide students the flexibility to learn on their own space or schedule as an alternative of a compulsory classroom. This gave me the idea that online learning cost less than traditional on-campus courses which makes it more affordable unfortunately we are not getting it less though it is the norm of the day.
With this global pandemic higher education or Universities are studying through virtual learning, example is University of Wales Trinity Saint David. To me face-face is preferable because it is easy to communicate with peers for instating when you are performing group work. That is what this research is about to know the impact of it on students especially where I am studying. If you want to use the module to study, you lock in with your student’s number and email you get everything like emails, students services, library and more.

Objectives
The aim is to conduct a research among my collegues in my university; the impact moodle has on their learning by given out questionnaire. The interest will be base on the way VLE provides the students needs and their means of supporting communication and how resources are shared. This project will be supported by objectives such as:                                                                                                   How easy moodle can be access and the flexibility of the use. If they are allowed to stay on it as long as they want. To view the implementation it has on their studies.  Also from the perspectives of other rearches the impact of VLE’s solutions implementation. The other aim of this piece of writing is to decide the impact of VLE (moodle) for higher learning like UWTSD, and will be looking at the previous studies concerning VLE again in higher education.




Literature Review
Additional source will be identified and will be referred of related articles found. In (2001) Piccoli, et.el. Web- based Virtual Learning Environment research. His experiment was set out and lasted one semester, where 146 undergraduate students participated. In order to use statistical methods the test condition was precise. The theory stating in exams, students in traditional classroom score lower points than those in the VLE which was not supported by findings rather the VLE learners did better than the usual classroom students but considerably the different was not statistical.                                                                                         There have been many studies on VLE in recent years, like the use VLE experience in university was reported by McDonald et. el. [2004].   

Methodology
A questionnaire based method was used to collecting the necessary data for testing the study theory. 15 undergraduate students at University of Wales Trinity Saint David, London campus in first year using the VLE was the study sample used, but 10 students responded to the questionnaire. The study analysis included the completed questionnaire by the students, the cause for choosing UWTSD is that, that is where I am studying and VLE is being used as it has been widely used by most higher education because of the recent pandemic.  The use of VLE has been the norm for all students and this is a new experience to most of us students. 
The questionnaire included questions concerning the use of moodles (VLE) and the comparison of classroom and virtual learning environment. Some of the questions were measured in the use of likert scale from 1-5, also the comfortableness, suitability and quality of the content in the moodle. Questionnaire also include open – ended questions as good and poor, agree or disagree and yes and no.






Chart 2
                                                                            For both charts; 
Reference number is a 3 digit ref. code unique for each student.                                                    Gender is categorical normal varies, i.e. Male, Female.                                                                                Easy access and effectiveness of the use of Moodle as in VLE; strongly agree, agree, strongly disagree and disagree                                                                                                     
Chart 2


Primary Data Analysis;
In chart 1 was to found out from the students either they prefer classroom or VLE studies. According to the research it was found that 57% of the students prefer classroom and 43% prefer VLE that is using studying through moodle.  
With the chart 2, the use of measurement of scales was how useful the moodle is to them; yes, no, not sure. 40% of female voted yes and 10% of female not sure. On the other hand 20% of Male said is useful 30% said not sure.                                                                                                                             Then we question about the effectiveness of the use of moodle by students, which measured strongly agree, agree, disagree, and strongly disagree. 10% of female strongly agreed it is helpful, 20% agree and 20% disagree. With the male, 30% agree and 20% disagree.    This is that 60% agree and 40% do not.                                   

Secondary Data Analysis;
The studying of Lee et. al. and Crosier et. al (2002) already found the studying towards computer learning increases with a positive attitude. In their research, the students utilised were studying at a University of Technology, in the founding they suggested the VLE students performed better than the lecture student (classroom). Students can ask the lecturer questions as they can with the traditional lecturing; students prefer VLE because when using, others do not know what you are doing. Also with this studying, individual can leave out the particular subject that is recognizable for oneself, but the classroom or ordinary lectures do not have that moment and can sometimes irritate a number of the students. The possibility of the use of VLE at home as a self study method is an additional value because students would be able to learn when convenient and it help students to evaluate their own learning.
The authors in general created an outstanding overview of problems encountered with VLE with a presented well and sufficient data to support the facts; with regard to technological difficulties in online class environment; quality researches has identified problems students  extremely come across.
However, Hong, Lee and Ling (2002), study targeted at shaping the student’s degree of attentiveness with technology when online learning environment is concerned. The concern for technological ability of participants’, communication and support obtainable for online courses has to be effective. This is because students may again meet many problems in the learning procedure without the implementation of these key items in an effective and appropriate method and this is why Lee et. al. emphasised an achievement of VLE as success with positive approach or attitude.

Conclusion;
Derived from my founding and what other researchers presented I can wrap up that VLE is effective in higher education, except the technology problems which sometimes do worry.  The research of Zhang et. al. (2004) Piccoli et, al.( 2001) and Marandi and Luik (2003) demonstrated VLE to be additional effective than long-established lecture, this contrary to my case study where most prefer traditional lecture to VLE.                                                                                  McDonald et. al. (2004) also had a conclusion that the using of VLE is not effective unless its use of learning is improved.                                                                                                                        I recommend that the authorities of Higher education must supply technology to their students when using VLE to make it effective and advise some of the lectures to take their time speaking lecturing. 
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Appendix; 
In-Class exercise: Questionnaire Design
Student Name: _203______ Student ID: __------__________________
Module Name: Digital Skills and Research Methods Term 2Group:__2___________


Question 1: 
          How good is the format of your student moodle?
1. Very good
2. Good
3. Not Good
4. None
Question 2:
Moodle cannot improve the quality of my education effectively
1. Strongly Agree
2. Agree
3. Disagree
4. Strongly Disagree

Question 3:
Virtual Learning Environment allows me to learn on my own space and convenient time which encourages me to learn independently
1. Yes
2. No
3. Not sure
Question 4:
	The order of the moodle is conducted to make the learning platform easier and accessible to use.
1. Strongly Agree
2. Agree
3. Disagree
4. Strongly Disagree
5. Not Sure
Question 5:
How much time do you spend averagely each day on the moodle?
1. 1.30 Hours -3 hours
2. 3 hours – 4 hours
3. 4hours – 5.30 hours
4. 5.30 hours – 7 hours
 Question 6:
                 How do you prefer your learning, in the classroom with fellow students or online?
1. Classroom
2. Online

  Question 7:
Moodle is significant and helpful that gives support to me in my studies
  Choose one of this numbers 1 –5                                                                                                                       1 being the highly recommend and 5 is the less
Answer: 1     2     3    4    5

Question 8:
 Usually for my subjects the activities on Moodle give me confidence to talk to fellow students about the class work.

1. Strongly Agree
2. Agree
3. Disagree
4. Strongly Disagree
5. None




Question 9:
                     Given the current pandemic, how stressful has your distant learning been, did your University allow flexibility and lesser strict policies?
1. Yes
2. No
3. Not Sure

Question 10:
                     How recognizable or familiar are you with the Microsoft Team?
1. Not familiar
2. Slightly familiar
3. Moderate familiar
4. Very familiar
5. Extreme familiar             

  Question 11
                    What is your Gender?
1. Female
2. Male

   Question 12
                    Which age group do you recognise yourself?
1. 18 - 25
2. 26 – 35
3. 36 – 45
4. 46 - 55



Preference of VLE to Classroom
Preference	Female	Female	Male	Male	Male	Female	Female	Female	Male	Male	Female	201	202	202	203	204	205	206	207	208	209	210	1	1	1	1	1	1	1	2	2	1	2	Female	Female	Male	Male	Male	Female	Female	Female	Male	Male	Female	201	202	202	203	204	205	206	207	208	209	210	Age	Female	Female	Male	Male	Male	Female	Female	Female	Male	Male	Female	201	202	202	203	204	205	206	207	208	209	210	4	4	2	3	1	3	4	3	1	4	3	Use and helpfulness of moodel by students






Sum of Ref. No	Strongly Agree	Agree	Disagree	Agree	Disagree	Agree	Not sure	Yes	Not sure	Yes	Female	Male	206	417	403	204	408	417	Sum of Helpful Format	Strongly Agree	Agree	Disagree	Agree	Disagree	Agree	Not sure	Yes	Not sure	Yes	Female	Male	5	4	5	4	9	9	Sum of Age Group	Strongly Agree	Agree	Disagree	Agree	Disagree	Agree	Not sure	Yes	Not sure	Yes	Female	Male	3	8	8	3	3	4	9 | Page

