SESSION TWO

THE ENTANGLEMENT OF ISSUES OF KNOWLEDGE AND REALITY

STUDY EXERCISES

Firstly, read the following:

- Books 5-7 of The Republic

- Ch.7 of Pappas’s Plato and the Republic

- Copleston’s History of Philosophy, Ch. XIX.

Then see 1f you can answer the questions below:

1. How are the allegories of the divided line and simile of the sun

related?

2. How do both these allegories relate to the allegory of the cave?

3. Can we understand the allegory of the cave by making an

analogy with the modern world?

4. How does the allegory of the divided line illustrate what Plato
meant by the Form of the Good?

5. Explain Plato’s contrast between examples of visible beauty and
‘the beautiful itself”. Why does he believe that true knowledge

relates to the latter and not to the former?



6. Why does Plato regard our senses as inadequate for the

acquisition of knowledge?

7. 1s the Third Man Argument a valid objection to the Theory of

Forms?

8. Should we accept Plato’s Theory of Forms?

PLEASE NOTE: SEE ALSO THE STUDY EXERCISES IN THE
LECTURE FOR THIS SESSION.



