                                               Terrorism and the definition  

The concept of terrorism is not a new idea as it is believed to have originated in the first century with the Sicarii, the Sicarii were based in Judea which is the southern part of Israel. The Sicarii were a splinter group of the Zealots, they despised the Roman occupation of Judea and did everything they could to get the Romans out of Judea, the Sicarii hating the Romans was not the reason that they can be called terrorists but the actions they took to get the Romans out of Judea is what would be classed as terrorism today (Horsley, 1979). The Sicarii killed Romans and their sympathisers by hiding hidden daggers on their person and when they saw a Roman or people friendly to the Romans, they killed them (Law, 2015). There are many reasons why the Sicarii was a terrorist group as they spread fear throughout Judea as they made anyone scared that if they even talked to a Roman, they would be killed, and the Sicarii killed for their political views as they did not want Rome to rule of Judea. The act of terrorism is very heinous as the life of people are put in danger because of the views and beliefs that an organisation has but the groups try and recruit people to join them through radicalisation. Radicalisation is the act of a person adopting views that are outlandish or extreme (Protecting children from radicalisation, 2021). Terrorist groups have been using radicalisation more frequently with the use of the internet, due to most people having access to the internet it has become easier for terrorist groups to recruit members and radicalise people to their cause even if they live in another country. The terrorist group Islamic State is famous for using the internet to recruit and radicalise people who are outside of the Middle East, this has created sympathisers and made many teenagers go to Syria and Iraq to join them (Dearden and Hall, 2019). As terrorism puts the lives of innocent people at risk and recruits’ people to join them it should mean that there is a universal definition that every country uses and important organisations such as United Nations use but this is not the case. The fact that there is not a universal definition means that every country must come up with a definition of terrorism and create a set of laws around the definition. Terrorism is very complicated as the reasons for why an organisation commits these attacks and their target vary from group to group (Borum, 2004). Even though there is not a universal definition of terrorism most people agree that terrorist organisations commit these for one of three reasons, these reasons being either for their religious beliefs, ideological views, or political views. Every country having their definition of terrorism means that a person who commits a terrorist act in one country might not be a terrorist in another country. In the United Kingdom terrorism is defined under the Terrorism Act 2000, the definition of terrorism in the UK has three main points, the first point is that terrorism must be either the threat or an action such as murder or an action that endangers life on purpose, secondly the action or threat needs to try influence the public, government or intimidate both, and thirdly the action or threat must be due to either political, ideological, or religious reasons (Terrorism Act 2000). The UKs definition of terrorism is straight forward as it goes over what a terrorist must do, the target of what they are doing or threatening and their cause for doing it. In the UKs definition of the military, it only mentions civilians and the government, but it does not mention the military, as people in the military are not classed as civilians, this can raise a lot of issues especially when it comes to members of the military getting attacked and killed by an action than be a terrorist attack, example of this is Lee Rigby. In May 2013, a soldier and drummer from the British Army called Lee Rigby was walking to the Woolwich Military Barracks when he gets run over by a car, after he got ran over two men by the names of Michael Adebolajo and Michael Adebowale leave the car and start attacking him with a meat cleaver and revolver while Lee Rigby was unconscious. After killing Lee Rigby, they recorded a video saying they killed Lee Rigby because he was a soldier and the army killing Muslims in combat. After the police arrive the men get shot by the police as they ran at them which they then got taken to hospital and then arrested (Prynne, 2013). Due to the UK definition not including soldiers or members of the military then soldiers who are affected by a terrorist attack are just affected by murder and not specifically.  The definition of terrorism in the UK is straightforward and easy to understand even if it excludes members of the military but it differs quite a bit from Spain’s definition of terrorism. The Spanish definition of terrorism has one main part which are every type of act that tries to effect political order or that creates feal among civilians (De La Cuesta, 2003). The UK definition of terrorism and the Spanish definition differ quite a bit as the UK specifically goes over the three reasons why a terrorist or an organisation will commit an attack whilst Spain says what counts as a terrorist attack. The Spanish law on terrorism which is the Spanish Public Security Law be flawed as it does not go over the specifics of a terrorist attack like the UK law such as it does not talk about threats as threatening to commit an attack could be classed as terrorism as it puts the government and the public in fear of an attack which can cause panic and people to act differently. The fact that there is not a universal definition of terrorism means that groups seen as terrorist might not be terrorist. In the 20th century Ireland faced many issues with the first world war, the second world war, protestants vs Catholics and the terrorist attacks that were going to be a prominent part of Irish life for over 30 years (O&rsquo;Neill, 2021). The Irish Republican Army was a militant group in Ireland that was founded in Dublin in 1919 and was the successor to the former group the Irish Volunteers that was founded 6 years earlier in 1913 (History of The Irish Volunteers, 2021). Many Irish people hated the British rule over Ireland and wanted an independent Ireland that did not have to listen or follow Britain, the IRA was born out of the hatred of British rule of Ireland and wanted Ireland to break away from Britain. It is well known that the IRA are a terrorist organisation as they have committed attacks that have ranged from bombings to shootings, the Irish War of Independence was a war that lasted from 1919 to 1921, the war was fought between the British and the guerrilla forces in Ireland and ex-military personnel that fought in world war one, many young Irish men felt that Ireland can only be taken from Britain through violence (BBC - History - 1916 Easter Rising - Aftermath - The Anglo-Irish War, 2014). As Britain had an army and the Irish only had small numbers of men the IRA had to use guerrilla tactics such as killing members of the British army as well as destroying government property (McKenna, 2011). The Irish War of Independence ended in 1921 after the treaty of the Anglo-Irish, as of 1922 due to the treaty Ireland became a free state meaning that Ireland had its own government which was called the executive council and a president, even though Ireland had its own council and president it was still part of the British Empire (Donnelly, 2019). The Anglo-Irish treaty was a step forward for Ireland becoming independent, but it did not satisfy the IRA, as the IRA were not satisfied, they caused the Irish civil war that would last a year. The Irish Civil War ended in 1923 with the national army winning the conflict, this conflict caused a split in Ireland as the people who supported the pro treaty were happy but the IRA who was against the treaty were not happy, as well as the IRA not being happy, they were also angered that the free state started to execute the IRA towards the end of the civil war (Hart, 2005). According to The IRA's links with Nazi Germany | Frank Ryan | Queen's University Belfast, (2021) as the IRA and Nazi Germany saw the same hatred for Britain IRA saw this as an opportunity to work with Germany, this be how much the IRA hated Britain and how far they would go to achieve their goals and unite Ireland. The fact that during WW2 the IRA declared war on Britain and wanted to ally with the Nazis meant that the IRA was serious but even though it would never work out it meant that the IRA would have to try other methods. After WW2, the numbers of the IRA decline significantly in the 1950s there was another attempt from the IRA to overthrow Britain in Ireland this attempt was called Operation Harvest, operation Harvest was another terrorist campaign as they used guerrilla tactics to kill but ultimately this campaign was not successful because more IRA members were killed as well as not getting the support from the unionists in Ireland, this campaign lasted 6 years (Rekawek, 2016). The 1960s was very important for the IRA as not only were there many attacks but it was the downfall of the original IRA with groups such as the Provisional splitting away, in 1962 there were new leaders of the IRA called Roy Johnson and Cathal Goulding, the new leaders had different views but they mostly felt that the IRA did not have to use violence but politics to get their point across but this view did not go across well with the rest of the IRA and by 1969 the IRA split into many factions as there was a lack of funding and weapons as well as support (Reynolds, 2009). After the IRA split the Provisional IRA took its place but ramped up the attacks significantly with over 100 bombings in 1970 alone, in the 1970s one of the most infamous attacks took place, this attack is known as bloody Friday and is one of the reasons the Provisional IRA are considered terrorists, on the 21st of July 1972 22 bombs exploded in the space of under an hour in Belfast, these bombs killed 9 people and injured several others (Somerville and Purcell, 2011) but even though this attack was terroristic it was not as bad as Bloody Sunday that happened just 6 months earlier. Bloody Sunday is the name given to a massacre carried out by the British army on an illegal demonstration in Derry, this massacre left 14 people dead and was controversial as the army had no reason to kill or even to fire on the demonstrators (Conway, 2003). After all the attacks and murders carried out by the provisional between 1970 and 1994 with bombs being planted on a weekly basis the Provisional IRA held a cease fire at the prompt of the leader Gerry Adams and Martin McGuiness, the cease fire was due to peace talks between the leaders of the Provisional IRA, Britain, and the Republic of Ireland (Bruce, 1995). With the end of the conflict the IRA and Provisional IRA are one of the most notorious terrorist groups on the UK with countless attacks and deaths at their hands, both the IRA and Provisional IRA were not successful as all the accomplished was separating Ireland into two countries with only one being not under British rule (Why the IRA campaign failed to defeat the British state, 2005). Eventually in 2015 the IRA was considered extinct in a paramilitary sense as there had not been an attack in over a decade (IRA 'army council' still exists but has 'wholly political focus', 2015). With attacks carried out such as the Bloody Friday bombings it is without a doubt that the IRA and Provisional IRA were and are terrorist. The actions that the IRA and PIRA took by causing wars, becoming allies with Nazi Germany, and terrorising civilians made them terrorists as they spread fear throughout Ireland and the UK to further their cause which was political. To conclude, terrorism still exists today, and it is not going to go away anytime soon, with the rise of terrorism in the first century to today terrorism is still going strong with groups terrorist groups emerging on a regular basis. As terrorism has had a long history wit a lot of famous acts of terrorism such as the 9/11 attacks it be intriguing that there is not a universal definition of terrorism like there is with other crimes such as murder. It is important that as there is no universal definition of terrorism that every country has laws that punish terrorism but try to define it such as the UK has done, as previously mentioned the definition of terrorism that the UK has set out is clear and goes over what counts as terrorism but even though the definition talks about the government and civilians the definition does not talk about members of the military, this oversight by the British government means that if a members of the military are caught up in an attack and they are the only victims then it is debatable that a terror attack has taken place even if otherwise it would have been seen as so. The IRA is an example of the second issue of there not being a universal definition of terrorism, the Provisional Irish Republican Army is without a doubt a terrorist organisation as they have committed several terrorist attacks to further their political cause but as there is not a universal definition it means that if the UK deemed the IRA as terrorists as they fit under the definition it could mean that other countries do not see the IRA as terrorists such as in a historical sense Nazi Germany would not have as the IRA supported their fight against the British. Terrorism still exists today with attacks in recent years increasing especially in Britain with the rise of Islamic State, it is for a fact that terrorism will never go away and whenever there are new methods available to cause terror there will be inevitably be group that will try to use them this can range from using the internet to radicalise young people to their cause or even trying to use nerve gas to kill people (Kay, 2012).  
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