Rachel Vela
Task - Looking back, evaluate how has your touring theatre production realised in practice elements of Tasks 1 & 2?
Regarding my touring theatre production and the use of practice elements from both tasks 1 & 2. One of the first exercises myself and my peers encountered from our very first meeting with our director was to speak about our identity and to become aware of who we each are on this world. Having done research on 'Childrens developing identity' as one of our tasks it came to my attention that within building the foundations of our piece it was very clear that it wasn’t going to be an easy topic for us to discuss especially when remembering significant memories and telling them to each other. In terms of beginning to create a piece for our intended target audience, again the use of verbatim theatre was implemented in all of our interviews with one another to find out more information about each others backgrounds. 
Following up with task 2 and addressing social, political and cultural issues. On the first day of our tour and performing at a school in Cardiff called 'Ysgol Gymraeg Nant Caerau' I instantly recognised that the young audience became intrigued with me especially as I was the only black cast member. Upon arrival at the school I noticed that the area was not very multicultural hence-why the children were so surprised in seeing me. Comparing this school to the last school we performed in called 'Hywel Dda' there was definitely a huge contrast in the culture shift where I saw many children of colour at this particular school. It came to my attention that with our piece and performing it in different locations, the energy of the piece itself became very imbalanced at times, this was due to the fact that some children were engaged in the piece more than others. I feel that the piece was too complex for them to understand because for a young child their brain can switch off at different times due to lack of concentration. This did affect myself and my peers whilst performing the piece and especially when telling our own personal stories. 
There were segments of the piece in which the children happened to laugh but at other times they were very disengaged. As I have touched upon before with myself and my background. I am fully aware that my voice is very different compared to my peers, so within telling my story in the piece for the children to be able to understand me clearly, I had to tap into the mind of a child and imagine how I would like to be told a story. This technique helped me very much and I received a few responses from the children. 

The piece itself was very emotional and thinking back to all the exploring we did over the past five weeks made me realise just exactly who I am in this world. Overall I have enjoyed working on this piece, there are varied dynamics in the piece which create a warm memory and resonates in each individuals minds. 

