Reading Festival

Jordan Marshall 

I was given ‘Candide by Voltaire’. It took me about a week to get through it all just because it just seemed like a long list of how reality is horrible once you’re forced into it.

 A couple of things that came up was when i was just sitting in the car waiting for traffic to dissipate because i was late to meet a friend, or when i was trying to have a conversation in my garden on the phone and i couldn’t hear anything due to police sirens or when my hallway light blew. There are a lot of inconveniences that just get to you as you get older. 

I did however want to look into the contrast of when candide was living in the Baron’s castle and when he was thrown out. This gave me something i could look into, as the video shows i have wanted to capture the mess that life is. So i filmed some good parts. 

As i was going back and forth to the book there was mention of perfection quite a lot. Now when looking into the meaning of ‘perfect’ I decided to just look in a dictionary (aka. Google Dictionary) , the first thing that came up was ‘having all the required or desirable elements, qualities, or characteristics; as good as it is possible to be’ , This struck a chord with me because in the second page of the book Pangloss says that instead of saying that everything is good people should say ‘Everything is the best it could be’ which is very close to the meaning of perfection. When looking into this more i decided to think of what is perfect in reality. 


Now as i went to Paris for a weekend i went to the Louvre gallery. As the entrance in encased in a pyramid i looked at it and it is built to be an equilateral triangle. This was built originally on the idea that it would be a way for people to come in to the louvre and not create congestion through the downstairs entrance. It then slowly became a way to create a stunning entrance to the gallery and Ieoh Ming Pei was commissioned to create it after winning a competition. The pyramid did cause some controversy due to it being so modern and then there's the classic french architecture behind it. Regardless of this it is still standing to this day.
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Going back to my earlier point of it being a equilateral triangle .An equilateral triangle is a perfect measure of a triangle, all sides are the same length and all angles are at a 60 degree angle, this creates a perfectly matched shape. The negative to this reasoning however is that this can be said about many other shapes, however the shot that i took includes gold in it. This struck me as royal , and to me royalty is the ‘perfect’ face for a country to have. 

I looked into this work and it is called ‘Throne’ which was built by Kohei Nawa.
As part of “Japonismes 2018: Souls in Resonance. However it’s built to represent how artificial life could take a place in politics  Which is to me a bad thing but also i took it relate back to the fact that reality can be difficult which could be a reason to bring in artificial life to take a certain emotion away from politics.
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