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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: How important is roads policing?
INTRODUCTION:
I have picked the topic to highlight/showcase the importance of roads policing in the United Kingdom. Criminals use of UK roads range from minor motoring offences such as driving without insurance to high level organised crime to transport drugs, firearms and stolen property which are later used in offences, crime is prevalent on UK roads and the importance of roads policing can’t be understated (College of Policing 2023). 

Looking at social media and speaking to members of the public, a lot of people have a perception of how police, police the roads and that is that police pulling individuals over for a break light out for example is a poor use of policing time and the general stigma is that surely police could spend their time looking for criminals who are committing criminal offences than minor driving offences which effect the insurance prices/financial situations of civilised people. I believe that most of the public aren’t aware of what roads policing consists of entirely, this is why I have chosen this topic to highlight the amount and important work that is carried out by police and certain departments to stop criminality being carried out on the roads. There is also an opinion that the revenue made from ticketing individuals for traffic/driving offences is used for police to raise funds to reinvest which is why police try and give out as many tickets as possible (Road Safety GB 2020).

The part that interests me are the amount organised criminal groups who transport illegal items daily, the amount of drink/drug drivers as well as road traffic collisions and the reasons behind the collisions which cause delays on major and busy roads.

I will need to research to find out more about the public’s perception, find out about large scaled criminality being committed on the roads, find out the amount of drug/drink drivers on the roads, the amount of road traffic collisions and the reasons behind them and my research will locate how police intercept and stop criminals using the roads to carry out crimes as I will only be able to find the information online.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
My research objectives are:
· Public perception on roads policing
· The number of offenders using the roads and what crimes are being committed on the roads
· The number of road traffic collisions and the reasons behind them
· How police, police the roads and are the public aware of this


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

I will use online articles which have been written by authors and websites, as well as government reports which are likely to show statistics on certain offences and percentage increase/decreases of crimes. I am aware government reports may be somewhat dated as they may be released every few years. Government reports state that in the year ending December 2023 excluding the Metropolitan Police, there were 2,698,373, motoring offences recorded which resulted in a fixed penalty notice which is the highest recorded since records started and 86% of them were for speeding (Gov.UK 2024). The report for 2023 was the most up to date report made by the government which shows there is a gap for reports/statistics to the current date. 

 Online articles may be from individuals who have researched heavily in aspects of road policing which will provide detailed accounts of number of offences and reasons behind fatal and normal road traffic collisions. Drink driving is responsible for 13% of all road deaths (HALKON and MUIR 2022). The statistics will provide an insight and show the importance of roads policing.

Public perception and support are a key element of policing. I will look at the public’s perceptions from surveys which have already been conducted to understand what the public think and how aware they are of police road enforcement (Road Safety GB 2020). 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

My aim of the research is to understand the publics opinions on the roads being policed and then to showcase parts of the roads policing which the public aren’t aware off, I will investigate the amount and types of criminality which use the roads, and I will research where the revenue from fines/tickets goes.

I will carry out my research through interviewing a roads policing officer as the officer will be able to provide me with the best answers regarding how the public react/feel to roads policing, questionnaires to members of the public to highlight their knowledge on what roads policing consists of and I will utilise numerous sources available on the internet as this will capture the statistics on offences through government reports and other articles, the amount of road traffic collisions etc..



	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
I will be intending to interview to a roads police officer, the officer will carry out important work to stop criminals using the roads meaning his knowledge will be first hand and he will be able to give an accurate account on public perception on roads policing, therefore he is an expert in the matter which I am writing my dissertation about.

 I will also use a general questionnaire/survey to get answers from members of the public with no police involvement. 

This is sample is the best for my research as I can look at both opinions on roads policing, one from a roads policing officer and the other from members of the public who no police involvement and incorporate their answers into my dissertation.




	ETHICAL ISSUES:
There is an ethical dilemma in the research and that may be that certain members of the public may have certain views (negative/positive) on the police meaning that some of the publics perceptions may be biased depending on personal views/issues.


	TIME SCALE:
5th May 2025

	REFERENCE LIST:
College of Policing. (2013). Disrupting criminality. [Online]. College of Policing. Last Updated: 31 August 2023. Available at: https://www.college.police.uk/app/roads-policing/disrupting-criminality [Accessed 28 March 2025].

GOV.UK. (2024). Accredited official statistics Police powers and procedures: Roads policing, to December 2023. [Online]. GOV.UK. Last Updated: 6 December 2024. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/police-powers-and-procedures-roads-policing-to-december-202 [Accessed 28 March 2025].

Road Safety GB. (2020). Survey seeks public views on roads policing. [Online]. Road Safety GB. Last Updated: 24 September 2020. Available at: College of Policing. (2013). Disrupting criminality. [Online]. College of Policing. Last Updated: 31 [Accessed 28 March 2025].

RUTH HALKON and RICK MUIR. (2022). THE FUTURE OF ROADS POLICING. [Online]. The Police Foundation. Last Updated: FEBRUARY 2022. Available at: https://www.police-foundation.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2010/10/future_of_roads_policing_FINAL.pdf [Accessed 28 March 2025].



                                                                          0		
image1.png
PRIFYSGOL CYMRU

Y Drindod Dewi Sant
UNIVERSITY OF WALES
\ Trinity Saint David

SWANSEA - ABERTAWE





