Example Defence to a Personal Injury Claim
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IN THE CIVIL NATIONAL BUSINESS CENTRE Claim No. 14NO24150

BETWEEN:
Mr ANDREW WILLIAM HART Claimant
—and -
Mr PETER STOREY Defendant
DEFENCE

1. Paragraphs 1 and 2 of the Particulars of Claim are admitted.

2. Paragraph 3 of the Particulars of Claim is denied. The accident was not due to any
negligence on the part of the Defendant but was caused by the Claimant’s negligence as
set out in paragraph 3 below.

3. It is admitted that the Defendant only lost control of his motorcycle because of
the Claimant’s negligence as pillion passenger in leaning over, whilst the Defendant was
negotiating the right -hand bend, thereby causing the motorcycle to touch down on
the road and the Defendant to lose control of it. (For the avoidance of doubt, it is the
Defendant’s case that a pillion passenger on a motorcycle should simply “sit dead” upon it
and should not attempt to lean to assist the rider. The Claimant as pillion passenger should
have kept his body erect in relation to the lean of the motorcycle, instead of leaning further
in a misguided attempt to assist the Defendant, who would otherwise have been able to
negotiate the right -hand bend without losing control of the motorcycle.)

4. If, which is denied, the accident was caused by the Defendant’s negligence, the
Claimant was contributorily negligent for the reasons set out in paragraph 3 above.

5.  The Defendant’s conviction as set out in paragraph 4 of the Particulars of Claim is
admitted but the Defendant contends that the conviction was wrongly recorded on the
evidence, in the alternative that the conviction is not relevant to the issue or issues raised
in this claim.

6.  Paragraph 5 of the Particulars of Claim is denied for the reasons set out in paragraphs
2 and 3 above.

7. No further admissions are made as to any of the allegations contained in the particulars
of claim and in particular it is denied that the Defendant was negligent either as alleged or
at all or that the accident was caused thereby.

8. No admissions are made as to the extent of the alleged injury loss or damage or as to
the causation thereof.

Statement of Truth

| believe that the facts stated in this defence are true. | understand that proceedings for
contempt of court may be brought against anyone who makes, or causes to be made, a
false statement in a document verified by a statement of truth without an honest belief in
its truth.

(Signed)

(Dated)





