The Impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE)
I did this research on this article in the hope of finding more answers to my questions on this topic.
Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) is a passion, enthusiasm in this century; in the 21st century academic environment. 
The Virtual Learning Environment helps us to teach and attend classes online. I have an example of this course; which although it is online, has taught us a lot and attracted our attention. 
Thanks to this Virtual Learning Environment, we can access digital materials, after which we can learn a lot, such as: essays, images, videos, etc. and furthermore we can submit exams, papers, exercises. 
An important thing we can do, no matter how busy we are, is to be able to have an online dialogue with colleagues, parents, teachers, we can do appointments and much more. 
It is very important to know that we can access everything for free, quickly and very easily. Each of us can learn online at any time we want; we can have as much time as we want, because it is online and we can take advantage of all the time we need. 
Let’s take into consideration the fact that teachers can help a lot with this because they can plan appointments with students, they can save lessons, they can send homework to help us understand the lesson better, they can even teach very well. They can even see the performance and level of the students. 
The pliability of this Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) is not exactly the best, because sometimes it can delude us. For example, when we attend an online exam, in front of us is the computer or laptop, but we can cheat at any time; we can have another page open, we could have the phone in front of us, we can talk to someone else, and much more. Which means that sometimes it is not exactly the most appropriate, here it is about our discipline and our will to do the right things.
Nowadays, in this environment, with online school hours, especially because of Covid-19, students tend to read everything online, do homework on their laptop and watch videos that will help them in school. Unfortunately, this is the current situation. I say unfortunately because, the students avoid answering questions or asking questions, because they claim that the videos and online topics will help them in such a way that they understand the lessons. 
Another disadvantage that this online environment has is the purchase of things online: for example, to participate in online classes you need a laptop, and not everyone can give it, especially if we refer to poorer countries. 
One more point may be the lack of face-to-face connection. Sitting at home, doing everything online, we no longer interact with people eye-to-eye, which means we no longer make friends, we no longer know people. 
And the last one is the fact that even though you stay at home, you don’t move, the disadvantage is still. Everyone has to stop the online conditions and go out in the park, or somewhere outside, to detach themselves from everything that computerization means. 
“Teaching in the Internet age means we must teach tomorrow’s skills today.”- Jennifer Fleming 
What is a Virtual Learning Environment (VLE)? Given what I wrote above, VLE is an online platform that helps us in our daily lives, in every aspect. This will offer students, but also teachers, a digital solution, very advanced, which helps to improve the learning experience. Through this Virtual Learning Environment (VLE), however, much can be done, digital communication, surveys, etc., are in power by VLE. 
Therefore, Virtual Learning Environment is a structure that offers extraordinary help, based to create an interactive learning environment. Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) can help teachers create content, submit videos and homework, which help students learn. With the help of the online environment, teachers can plan courses, and can encourage teacher-student communication (email, discussions). 
I would like to talk about a popularly used platform at our university; University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD). It is the form of a software platform that helps us and facilitates our online education. This virtual platform, possibly used at other universities, helps us to be connected with everything with the University, keeps us up to date with everything that the lessons taught, the names and stages of the course mean. There we can access homework, video, exercises and the content taught. We can upload our exams and PowerPoint presentations view exams results and much more. We can even access the student hall page, there we can see the schedule, the assistance and what we are interested in about the university.
(What is Moodle-The Comprehensive Moodle Learning Management System (LMS) Guide, 2021). 
I did a little research online about the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) and I found out what the Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) is used for. I was surprised that, although we are in the age of advanced technology, until this course I have not heard of this VLE, which means that this course has taught me and improved me in many ways. 
This Virtual Learning Environment (VLE)is basically an accumulation of software instruments that are used to ameliorate online learning and to hold up the learning system. This VLE can have many functions, but the most important thing is that it distributes information to students through documents, electronic media, videos, podcasts, etc. It eases the communicative conditions through chat, e-mails, etc. 
Before starting this essay, I did a little research on Virtual Learning Environment, because I didn’t know why so much emphasis was placed on this article. Of course, I did a lot of exercises in class, we were taught this subject very carefully and very well, but intuition told me to document myself much more. There was a lot of emphasis, especially in the last period of the course. I remember when the teacher gave us 10-12 exercises about Virtual Learning Environment (Questions yes or no, multiple choice and Likert scale questions), and I didn’t exactly the best questions, but he put a little pressure on me to understand what I have to make sure, so that next time I have no problems. It was very useful to me.   
Online, I was able to see some of the benefits that Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) has.
The first thing I found that caught my attention was the fact that students who have a problem with shyness will attend virtual classes, which means that they will attend school without having to raise their hand or often to be seen (camera on/off).
Another Beneficial thing that it presents is the fact that online classes are very accessible to any child provided they have a laptop/computer or phone and a fairly stable Internet connection (Funtech.co.uk). The advantage of this Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) is that we can access topics, exercises, documents, PowerPoint presentations, online information, etc., at any time on any desired day. 
Another advantage that it presents is the fact that, as students, we can make friends, we can talk online with our colleagues without seeing each other; being at a certain distance, we can collaborate on projects, we can help ourselves with small tips, through messages. 
What satisfies me is the fact that I don’t need to wake up too early, to take the bus to get to class on time. It is no longer about high costs, hours on the road, or accommodation near the University. It is an enthusiasm to be able to participate online, without the need for too many complications. 
What I learned in this course was to improve my digital skills (by the name of the course), which I haven’t implemented in a long time. This course taught me how to use a lot of applications; such as PowerPoint, Hwb (the application used by our university), Outlook, OneDrive, Microsoft Teams, and another range of platforms. What I mean is that thanks to this Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) we can improve our technological skills and become more diplomatic and disciplined, given that in the future we will rely heavily on the online environment, all that technology means. 
Even if I write many advantages for this Virtual Learning Environment (VLE), I also have certain disadvantages that I will present. 
Initially, as I said above, a disadvantage that it has is that for some families in general, it is difficult to purchase useful components for online classes, especially if it is a family with many children, or/and which is not situated in a country as rich as this. 
Another disadvantage that characterizes this VLE is the point that, sometimes, it is very difficult to work with it. Due to technical or other problems. 
What other disadvantages can it have? I think the fact that you don’t get enough exercise is a problem. The fact that we went to school, we had sport classes, we had many other activities that helped us to have a healthier life. Now we only have hours online, we sit in front of the computer and we don’t go out for a few hours, which for me is not exactly the best solution. 
The constant gaze of the screen, we all know that we are very disadvantaged. It is about the fact that we are in danger, it is very harmful to our eyes, this means that in time we will have a big problem with sight. 
And a last downside that, in my opinion, it presents is the fact that there is no longer that connection between teacher and student, which is very important especially in the first years of school. 
“Think about what your learners need to do with that information after the course is finished and design around that.” -Matthew Guyan
In conclusion, what I mean is that this Virtual Learning Environment (VLE), what we live in today, influences us a lot; whether we like it or not. I’m aware that we live in an era in which technology has a lot of power over us, for some people it is well received, but for others, who are more “old-fashioned”, prefer the classic, simple things: the newspapers or the physical book. This does not mean that they have to be judged, it just means that they have not adapted to the situation, with today’s environment. 
Even though this Virtual Learning Environment has an extraordinary role to play with many things to offer, it is much criticized. 
“One of the most important areas we can develop as professionals is competence in accessing and sharing knowledge.” – Connie Malamed
Therefore, examining the different Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) programs, I can say that they are all a course management system that uses dissimilar methods of giving information.
What this VLE presents to us is the superiority it has, because it attends to the needs and demands coming from Centre (institutions), customers and schools. There are many types of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) present at any university, but I spoke mainly of one: Moodle. 
Other platforms like this may be expensive or difficult to use, in contrast to the one used dearly by our university (UWTSD).
What I was able to see is that Moodle offers many opportunities: creating new groups, it can give feedback very easily to all students and much more. 
Being a student, I use this system of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) very often, which means that I get very involved. 
In my opinion, the fact that we get involved benefits us a lot, because it is about being able to have knowledge of everything that technology means, from software to hardware (BBC, 2021).
We can very easily purchase components specific to the environment. For me it was simply to learn how to use Moodle, I think I adapted very easily to this habitat, considering the fact that I was born in; it was very technological and advanced. 
Finally, I say that I can take advantage of this environment that teaches me anything, at any time I want. I think that in the future, having a degree in this field of digital skills, will benefit me in the most difficult moments. Therefore, taking full of this Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) we will be very successful in the future. 
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