Focussing on power and communication, critically discuss a social/political movement from a global perspective.
This essay will look at the unique Welsh planning policy known as the One Planet Development Policy. It will look at the relevant policies and acts that support the aims of the One Planet Development Policy, as well as how the policy relates to these acts. The essay will investigate how the policy is affected by power and communications, as well as looking for other similar policies on a global level. One Planet Development (from now on to be referred to as OPD) is a unique and revolutionary planning policy that only applies to Wales. OPD means that people are able to live on their own land and work the land sustainably, while at the same time reducing the impact that they have on the earth by a significant amount (One planet council, 2017). This planning policy enables people to build homes and live in the open countryside or woodland as long as they are able to maintain the specific requirements which include land-based livelihoods, sustainable lifestyles and natural building (Welsh Government, 2010). Although the policy has not taken off on a global level as of yet, the policy itself works on a global level, aiming to improve sustainability and quality of life for everyone. The policy is supported by Welsh Governments One Wales, One Planet Sustainable Development Scheme of the Welsh Government (Welsh Government, 2009). The mission of sustainable development is to ensure that everyone throughout the planet are able to sustain their basic needs and have a better quality of life, without this affecting the quality of life of their future generations. The Welsh Governments OPD policy is a vitally important breakthrough for society, as if we continue to use unsustainable methods of development on both a local and a global level, it will have a deeply harmful impact on the environmental, economic and social wellbeing of the population. The ones who are least able to adapt will be the ones who are most affected. This means that sustainable development, as well as being living within our environmental limits, is about social justice for all (Welsh Government, 2009). 
The Welsh Government Sustainable Development Scheme has a vision of a Wales that is sustainable and that understands its environmental limits and lives within them. That will only use its own share of the resources that the earth provides, meaning that its ecological footprint is on par with the global average availability (Welsh Government, 2009).  Like many other developed countries, Wales consumes much more than the global average. If every person in the world consumed the same amount as the average Welsh person, then we would need 2.5 planet earths (Stockholm Environment Institute and GHD, 2015).
It is the dream of many to return to the land and live a more self sufficient and off grid lifestyle. Sadly, for most, this is not an achievable goal. In July 2017, the average property price across Wales £150,000 (Gov.uk, 2017) with the cost of a smallholding being much higher. Shockingly, over a third of the land in Britain still belongs to the aristocracy, and the majority of the population own very little, often nothing. Even what used to be known as common land to be used by locals, has been taken and sold. Issues of land play a central part in much of the inequality and environmental damage that happen in society today as landowners are able to control and exploit all available natural resources this causes the majority of the population to be indebted to them for food and other essential needs. Even the freedom and right to walk through the countryside and enjoy nature is usually limited to designated rights of way (Rodker, 2018).
The One Planet Development policy links very nicely with the wellbeing of future generations act:  the act intends for a more globally responsible Wales, desiring to create a nation that takes into account global impacts, and aims to make a positive contribution toward global wellbeing while at the same time improving the cultural, environmental, economic and social wellbeing of wales and its inhabitants (Legislation.gov.uk, 2015). The OPD supports this by requiring individuals to aim to reduce their ecological footprint to a mere 1.88 global hectares per person. Many of the requirements for a OPD will help in the fight against climate change. These requirements include access to renewable energy, reducing travel and using low carbon methods of transportation and to build zero carbon dwellings (One Planet Council, 2017).
OPD’s will also help towards a more equal Wales, the Act wishes to produce a society that will allow everyone, regardless of their background and circumstances, to be able to live up to their full potential (Legislation.gov.uk, 2015). OPD supports this goal, as, in theory, any should be able to work and live as a One Planet Development. It is one of the most affordable types of housing available and there are a range of different courses available to enable prospective OPDers to gain the necessary skills and knowledge (One Planet Development, 2017). 
The act desires a more prosperous Wales, a low carbon society that is productive and innovative, while being aware of the limitations or our global environment. In order to manage these limits, it should aim to use resources sparingly and efficiently all the while developing a population that is well educated and skilled with an economy that generates employment opportunities and wealth (Legislation.gov.uk, 2015). As there is a requirement for land based activities, the more OPDs that are developed, the more self sufficient Wales can become in terms of food and other agro forestry products. They will also help to create more jobs, as because of the more intensive nature of growing, a OPD will be able to provide per hectare, more productivity and more jobs than a conventional farm (One Planet Council, 2017) 
A healthier Wales: the act aims for a society where people understand how their choices and behaviours can affect future health and where the well-being of the people is maximised, both physical and mental (Legislation.gov.uk) By being physically active and working the land, OPDs are ideal for well-being, and having access to local, fresh, organic produce will help to encourage good health, not only for OPDs but all of their customers in the local communities. 
The Well-being of future generations act also aims for a more resilient Wales. Its goal is a nation that can adapt to change when necessary, that is able to maintain a healthy natural environment, that supports economic, ecological and social resilience. There is a strict requirement to OPDs to regularly assess landscape and biodiversity, this is in order to restore and protect habitats. Management practices on a OPD must increase pollinator and bird numbers, they ought to restore wetlands, woodlands, hedgerows and other lost features. 
Lammas eco village, also known as Tir Y Gafel, is a co-operative of eco smallholdings who work together to create a sustainable community. Lammas eco village aims to become a thriving example of how a low impact development can be, so that it can be used as an educational resource for others, leading the way for rural sustainable developments in the future (Lammas, 2018). Lammas was a pioneering breakthrough, without which, it is very likely that the One Planet Development Policy would not exist. They had many consultations in Pembrokeshire regarding low impact development, from this was created a policy known as Policy 52 (Pembrokeshire County Council, 2006) this policy allowed applications from people who wished to live off the land. It took three years and three planning applications until the Lammas Village planning application eventually went to Welsh Assembly appeal in 2009 and they were given permission to start building a month later (Lishman, 2016). However not long afterwards, the Welsh Assembly Government scrapped Policy 52 and created a new Wales wide policy, known as the One Planet Development. 
Although it sounds ideal, the council still have the power over developments, whether they come under policy 52 or OPD. Lammas planning conditions dictate that they report to the council each year, rating their progress. The project is obliged to largely meet its needs from the land and from land-based activities, and it must be able to demonstrate positive environmental, economical and social benefits (Lammas, 2018). Within the first four years of development, the Lammas project successfully transformed 76 acres of what was previously neglected woodland and overworked sheep pasture, into a beautiful, productive and biodiverse eco village. The village is successfully on track meet basic needs of its inhabitants (income, energy, food etc) by substantial percentage. When the land was simply part of a large farm estate, its annual income was between £2,500 and £3,500. Four years into the project and it was producing more than £60,000 of produce, once the project is fully established it expects to generate an income of more than £100,000 a year, through growing produce and land based activities (Wimbush, 2014). One of the eco houses in the Lammas village appeared on channel fours Grand Designs programme (Channel Four, 2016) with Kevin McCloud. This had the positive effect of bringing publicity to the project, making viewers more aware of the sustainable development policies. Unfortunately, the programme presenter tends to make things appear more dramatic and difficult than they really are, so it may not be the best way of spreading the low impact development message.
 In 1947 the Town and Country Planning Act (Legislation.gov.uk, 1947) was developed. Previous to this, provided that a person legally owned the land, they were able to build whatever they wished on the land. This act meant that the councils had the power to decide whether or not to grant planning permission for new dwellings and buildings. One of the acts main focuses was to limit large cities from spreading too far out into the countryside. However the main aim was to ensure that each part of the country created a development plan, these plans would make it clear how each area could be preserved or developed (Parliament.uk, 2018). This system however, seeks to create a clear divide between managing the land and residences. It intends for people to live within the boundaries of towns, cities and villages, while preserving the countryside for the sole purpose of agriculture (Wimbush, 2014).
Policy 52 was the policy before the One Plan Development Policy and enabled the Lammas eco village to apply for planning permission applications were required to meet the following criteria: There must be a contribution with public benefit, this could be economic, social or environmental. All activities, buildings and structures must use limited resources as well as having a low impact on the environment. One sites where there were already existing buildings, they must be re-used and incorporated whenever possible. Any development projects must not visually disrupt the landscape. A countryside location must be essential to the project, and it must involve forestry, horticulture or agriculture, and the project must be directly secured to the land. The project must provide a reasonable livelihood for all the residents on the land, with the number of adults residing on the land being correlated with the strains of running and maintaining the enterprise. In cases where there are more than one family involved in the project, a trust or co-operative must be put in place to manage and control the project (Pembrokeshire County Council, 2006).
Not long after Policy 52, came the One Planet Development Policy, which had to meet the following essential criteria: Have a light touch on the environment – The development and activities one the site must attempt wherever possible to enhance the surrounding environment. Be land based – In no longer than five years the development must be capable of providing for the basic needs of all residents of the development, this includes council tax, food, energy, income and waste assimilation. Have a low ecological footprint – The initial ecological footprint per person on the development must be of no more than 2.4 global hectares, with the aim of eventually reducing this to 1.88 global hectares per person. Have very low carbon buildings – the requirements here are very strict and require that the OPD buildings are very low in carbon, both in use as a residence and construction. The Development must be controlled and defined by a strict management plan. This plan must be reviewed and where necessary updated, every five years. The control is ultimately still in the hands of the council. The development must have a clear and statement, confirming that the OPD will continue to be occupant’s sole residence (Welsh Government 2010). In some ways, it seems as though the OPD is trying to reverse globalisation (Giddens, 2006), instead of being more connected to the world, it aims to keep trade at a local level, within the nearby communities reducing the need for travel and keeping finances within the local economy. 
Sadly, although there is plenty of information to the contrary many locals and councillors are still worried that a One Planet Development, particularly if there are a few to be built together to create a community, will mean that a hippy commune like those of the sixties and seventies will be landing on their doorstep. 
On new years day 2018, the dwelling in the Lammas eco village that had appeared on Channel Fours Grand Designs programme (Channel Four, 2016) sadly caught fire and burned down. The fire caused by a faulty electric heater, an event that could have happened anywhere, whether it was an eco house, a country cottage or a pent house flat. Unfortunately, although the family of four had been living in the house for six weeks, it was still under construction was not yet insured (BBC News, 2018). Some of their neighbours in the Lammas eco village set up a crowdfunding page for the family, and to date the page has raised over £35,000 with donations coming from all over the world along with pledges of labour from people who wish to help (Just Giving, 2018). Through the power of the internet, their story reached many people across the world, the majority of whom felt sympathy for a family who had built a home with own hands and then had to watch it burn to the ground, however, as there always is with highly public incidents, there were still those newspapers who only printed half the story, and chose photographs that made the eco village resemble an abandoned scrap yard (Bedford, 2018). Along with these articles came the judgemental comments blaming bad workmanship, and not understanding why insurance had not yet been obtained.
[bookmark: _GoBack]To conclude, the One Planet Development Policy is a major step, a leap even, in the right direction, but it is not enough to create a more sustainable Wales or to support individuals who wish to get back to the land. For such a pioneering project, very little is known about the policy except for by applicants. Many people have never heard of the policy, and more needs to be done to rectify that, as it is likely to be the forward for the future. Although the policy has not taken off on a global level as of yet, the policy itself works on a global level, aiming to improve sustainability and quality of life for everyone. On the 25th of March of this year, there have been 17 OPD applications granted totalling twenty individual OPDs, plus the nine dwellings in Lammas eco village and three others who were granted permission under the policy 52 (One planet council, 2018). In total this makes 32 individual sustainable smallholdings operating under low impact guidelines in Wales, since the policies came into force in 2009. It is unclear exactly why the number is so low, whether most applications are simply denied or whether prospected OPDers are put off by the strict guidelines. This is an area which needs more research, and more information available to support individuals through the process. It is also likely that many people are put off by stigma attached to the idea of living off the land, not being connected to mains services and having a compost toilet. Hopefully, in time, perceptions will change. 
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