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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: A Comprehensive Analysis of the Challenges in Investigating Rape Cases in the UK: Evaluating Current Practices in the UK and Police Training and Expertise. 

INTRODUCTION:

I propose to research the challenges in investigating rape cases within the UK by evaluating the current practices and the training in which police officers are given. Firstly, there are many challenges that the police face in relation to investigating serious sexual assaults, these can range from difficulties in gathering evidence to the intense cross examinations that survivors of sexual assaults face in court.

Rape investigations have been challenged in the media and public scrutiny towards the police has been at an all-time high since movements such as me-too. There are profound societal ramifications that can occur due to a lack of trust with agencies or scepticism of survivors reporting to the police. ‘Victim centred approaches’ have been implemented by the College of Policing whereby the victim of crime is at the forefront of concern for Law Enforcement. This approach entails that the rights, opinions, experiences, and choices of victims are to be respected (College of Policing, 2023)

I have chosen this topic in order to understand the system currently in reporting serious sexual assaults and how challenges can be tackled in order to support survivors and officers investigating these crimes. This dissertation is worthy of an undergraduate dissertation as 
It will highlight if current practices are reflecting victim-centred approaches. This dissertation will illustrate the challenges for law enforcement in investigating and offering support simultaneously. This is crucial in order to understand if police officers are equipped with the skills and knowledge to effectively investigate these crimes. Evaluating training helps target gaps leading to improvement. The challenges in which officers face vary from a lack of resources, consistency across forces nationwide and trust and community engagement. This dissertation will delve into the factors that are challenging effective investigations and if current practices and police training are to a standard that survivors deserve. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
The objectives I wish to achieve within my research will entail the following:

1. I will explore what the main challenges are in investigating serious sexual assaults and identify how these barriers can be removed. 

2. I would assess if current practices used to investigate support survivors of serious sexual assaults. 

3. I will discuss to extent are police officers equipped currently in the UK to investigate serious sexual assaults and how training could be improved. 




	LITERATURE REVIEW:

The existing research on the challenges on rape investigations demonstrates several barriers and a lack of conviction and or cases reaching court. Research conducted by Stanko, B. & Hohl, K. (2018) illustrates the current model or training for officers in relation to sexual offences. The research outlines the ‘SOIT’ training and to what extent the training that is being delivered is to a good enough standard. 

Additionally, Champion, H., Lock, K., Puntan, L & Hendra, H (2021) demonstrates the processes in which survivors of Rape go through from the stages or reporting to the stages in court. The document illustrates the main concerns and challenges victims face throughout the process. Gekoski, A., Davies, K. & Allen, K. (2023) also delve into the issues surrounding police action in investigations surrounding rape cases and the operational challenges faced. 

Whilst researching the topic, I have looked into the surrounding research regarding the current practices used by police in the UK in regard to specialist departments and advanced training for rape investigations. Rape and serious sexual offending cases according to Dalton, C., Barret, S., Horvath., M. & Davies, K. (2022) have been under increased scrutiny. This paper discusses the need for a specialist approach when investigating crimes of this nature. I will be using this research as well as my own conducted to evaluate the current training and areas for improvement. Research from Norman, J., et. Al (2022) discusses specialist operations developed by forces such as Avon and Somerset and reflects on the approaches used and their effectiveness. 

From the research I have conducted, there is little to no research completed to demonstrate to what extent current officers believe their training in dealing with sexual offences is effective. This is essential information that needs to be gathered as the confidence that officers have in dealing with serious sexual offences is not yet established. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

The research method that I will be using for dissertation in order to collect data will be through the use of questionnaires. I have chosen this due to questionnaires being efficient for collecting large amounts of data promptly. Additionally, questionnaires allow anonymity which is essential in sensitive topics surrounding sexual assaults.

Questionnaires allow for more honest responses in topics of this sensitive nature. Furthermore, collecting data via the method of a questionnaire allows for a sizeable yield of quantitative data whereby I can find trends or patterns from the data collected. This method I believe will be best suited for my research as it will maintain consistency within my research and is an effective option. 

 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I will be asking police officers to participate in my research. I have chosen these participants for a multitude of reasons. Firstly, all participants are guaranteed to be over 18 and due to the sensitivity of the topic, this is an essential factor in safeguarding. Secondly, Police Officers provide valuable inside perspectives into the challenges faced in investigations as their expertise in the systems involving the Criminal Justice System allow better understanding which consequently provide more detailed responses. Their expertise and credibility will yield better results for my research. Thirdly, the dissertation is focused on training and expertise of Law Enforcement therefore having Police Officers as my participants for this survey will provide more accurate data. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

This dissertation may present ethical issues and challenges due to its highly sensitive nature and the emotions attached to the topic. It is essential that the dissertation will be approached with cultural sensitivity whereby a well balanced approach between empathy and objectivity will be paramount. 
In order to maintain the wellbeing of participants I will ensure to protect the privacy of participant by keeping responses anonymised from my questionnaire and ensure informed consent is given, a disclaimer will be provided prior to collecting data. 


	TIME SCALE:
From February 2024 to October 2024 
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