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introduction..
In this digital scrapbook i am going to demonstrate an understanding of how current 
affairs can affect our education system. With reference to current affairs i am going 
to explain my understanding of key issues within modern day education by creating 
a range of evidence on my chosen issues with are mental health, poverty and finance.



Mental health





Poverty 



Finance 



In this assessment i am going to be supporting my digital scrapbook on key issues within modern day education with a 500 word 
evaluation on the topics i have decided to research, these topics are mental health, poverty and finance.



The first key issue within education that I am going to be talking about is mental health. 

Mental health has always been a problem in school settings as everyone suffers from mental health throughout life, including students. This is a 
problem that has always been in the education system and unfortunately always will be as problems in someones private life can also be a factor. 
Mental health can stem from problems in someone's private life and often result in depression, tiredness and anxiety which can have a major effect 
on how well a student does on their exams as this can make a student less focussed and less motivated to try and get a good grade and attend 
lessons. The National Education Union (EDU) reported that teachers were aware of students suffering with low mental health and self harming, but 
struggled to support students as schools didn't have the funding and facilities to do so. 
From the beginning of education up until today's education system there has been a rapid increase in reported bad mental health in students, 15% 
more females than males, so the BBC made a report that stated schools in England with deliver mental health awareness classes to all students 
from 2020 to help students and teachers more aware and able to deal with it. After the report was made public, Samaritans Cymru suggested to The 
Welsh Government that Wales should follow suit. 
After much research I found a report from The NCHA that had written depression is the second factor for bad mental health for school aged children. 
Children schooling age can suffer from mental health from things like exam worries or pressure from home from parents encouraging children to get 
good grades. Good grades and pressure from parents go hand in hand as Childline reports that children suffer from poor mental health mostly 
around exam period as they can feel anxious and worried about sitting exams and getting good grades, whilst also having pressure from parents to 
do the best you can.
Childline also reported that since 2016 counselling sessions have risen and YouGov back this with evidence that says one in four students now 
suffer with mental health problems. As these counselling sessions have been increasing 77% of reported mental health issues are depression and a 
staggering 74% is anxiety. 
As time has gone on mental health issues have risen rapidly. More students are suffering with no support as schools don't have the funding to help, 
the severity of the reported cases are suffering at an extensive rate. Without any support in place bad mental health has resulted in students self 
harming themselves and even committing suicide.



Next I am going to talk about how finance is a key issue within modern day education.

Financial issues surrounding modern day education is a major key issue. This is an issue that students from all ages suffer and from anywhere on 
the globe. From a Government perspective finance invested in school can lead to poverty, however, the main funding issue starts with the school 
itself. If a school is properly funded and has the correct resources to deliver high quality class it is reported children are more likely to leave with 
higher grades. Even after having this information, Shout Out UK reported that due to funding cuts by the Government that schools could not invest in 
resources to use in classrooms and deliver good quality lessons, therefore children's grades would not be as good. 
Schools suffering financial cuts would not be able to afford things like breakfast clubs and outdoor equipment, which would inevitably become the 
parent of the child’s problem. As a result of this, it could create another problem as a less financially stable parent would struggle to financially 
support the school and therefore start to have financial problems at home.
The BBC reported that since 2010 the number of schools that have suffered financial cuts has risen in recent years. I have experienced this first 
hand as my Comprehensive School, Bishopston Comprehensive School, is a government funded school, but due to yearly cuts each individual had 
to pay an amount a year to fund the school to cover cost of resources etc, and this amount increased annually. Financial issues in a private school 
setting is very different as the school does not rely on the Government at all for financial support, but instead the parents of the pupils attending 
support the school and all its expenditures fully.
Although this is a global issue, which part you live in can determine how much your education will suffer and how much school cuts you will get. In 
the areas that have these more drastic cuts, students lose the opportunities to have after school clubs and breakfast clubs, which as a result of this 
could mean a parent could not work as many hours to support their family better so be financially unstable. 
In a study undertaken by Blacbullin University in 2014 it said one in ten students admitted the reason they dropped out of University was because of 
financial issues. A more severe University final cut by the Government was the nursing bursary which was banned in 2016 which led to less students 
having access to the course as they were not financially about and then having a direct impact on our society as there was a shortage of NHS 
nurses. With financial cuts in school, children in poverty will be less likely to have the resources to excel in any sports or music for example, so 
therefore will not be able to be the best they could be if the resources are accessible.



Finally, the last factor I am going to talk about which impacts modern education is poverty. Poverty has and always will be a problem 
within modern education. Kristina Birdsong said that she believes poverty majorly affects education and children, and the children who 
live in poverty could as a result suffer from poor mental health, poor hygiene and even malnutrition. This could have major 
consequences for their results as if they suffer with these things in poverty they could become ill and have to take time off school, and 
as a result of missing school leave with poor grades.
Sociologists have studied theories on how poverty affects the less privileged and noticed that children who weren't in poverty had 
better grades as they had access to things like a tutor, or clubs to support their hobbies and interests and therefore make them better 
at it if the resources are available to them. As a result of the gap between the children who were financially stable and the ones who 
were not, Karl Marx wanted communism for a lot of reasons which include quality in education and children to all have access to basic 
resources to make them strive.
ChildFund wrote an article which says poverty and poor education hand in hand can lead to life long problems, which include not giving 
a child enough support in their studies which therefore gives them bad exam grades and makes their chances of getting a well paid job 
smaller. 
Children born into poverty unfortunately don't get the privilege to attend a private school or institution. Statistics show 96% of children 
who attended a private school got into their first choice University whilst only 16% of students who got government benefits got into the 
University of their choice.
The Guardian Newspaper gave 900 UK teachers a survey to fill with 100% honesty, and believed the results of the teachers comments 
indicated that poverty in education has got worse since 2015. 
Poverty in education is a cycle and hard to get out of as if you're born into poverty you are less likely to get good grades and a well paid 
job, so unfortunately when you have children of your own they will also be born into poverty and undergo the same life cycle.
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