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This case study focusses on four girls: Anya and Rosa, Paul’s sisters, Whitney, Paul’s daughter and Lena, Paul’s niece. Paul was the offender in this case and was a sexual abuser. He had been found with indecent images which included images of Whitney. After these images were found, Rosa, Anya and Lena brought up the fact that Paul had abused them too. Whitney then also spoke about this. The services that are meant to protect children such as police and social services let these children down, these can all be improved in multiple ways to help children in the future.

The children in the case study all had some form of learning or communication disability, Leeb et al (2012) explains that children with disabilities are more vulnerable to maltreatment, Sullivan, and Knutson (2000) agree with this statement as they illustrate that children who have disabilities were 3.4 times more likely to be a victim of maltreatment. This could be because they can be unable to voice their concerns, therefore the girls found it hard to communicate what was going on. People can also miss the signs of abuse with children who have disabilities as bruises can be blamed on their general bumps which could be from physical limitations, Maguire et al (2005) suggests that it can be hard to tell the difference between intentional and non-intentional bruising. Therefore, any bruising that is constant should be picked up by a social worker rather than ignoring it. It is likely that Paul abused these girls thinking that maybe no one would believe them if they said anything as Franklin, Brady & Bradley (2020) say children with disabilities are often not recognised when they speak out about their abuse and they may be ignored. There are huge risk factors that come from these children not being able to raise their voices and this could go as far as them becoming pregnant, developing STDs, reproductive problems, and internal injuries (Interim Report 2015). 

There will be psychological effects that these girls will or may have already developed from being abused, Lev-Wiesel et al (2018) describes that the trauma of being sexually abused can negatively affect the development of the brain and how the brain performs. It was shown in the case study that it has psychologically affected Anya and Rosa, when they were moved into a residential centre, sibling sexual abuse had occurred, Freuds psychodynamic theory focusses on the unconscious brain, Fulmer (2018) explains that Freud’s theory suggests trauma from childhood can be supressed into the unconscious brain which then moulds who you grow into. Therefore, Anya and Rosas sexual behaviours could have stemmed from their trauma. The effects can be shown differently by everyone for example in the form of aggression. The girls started therapeutic support, Fernandez (2011) expresses that this can help victims as they can understand that it was not their fault, and it can help with different psychological symptoms.

Multi agency working is what needs to happen to help safeguard and protect children, it is where multiple agencies such as, police and social workers work together to support a child (NSPCC Learning 2019). In this case study, it has been shown that this did not happen to its full potential. There had always been concerns over abuse within Pauls family, these agencies should have worked together to investigate the family in order decrease the risk of abuse for anyone else, Maslen & Paine (2019) suggest that it can take over ten years for agencies to put these issues across to the police, therefore in this case study social workers and police are not effectively working together to help the vulnerable children. 

An intervention could’ve occurred to further help decrease the risk for any children involved. Tyler, Gannon & Olver (2021) shows that interventions such as psychological treatments can help the offender to stop reoffending. This type of intervention could have been helpful for Paul to realise his actions and could even change him completely. Comparing this to a prison sentence, it may not be as effective as then Paul is getting no punishment for his actions but CBT therapy for people with mental health problems in prisons has been shown to be effective so it may be effective for Paul as he was abused as a child, so a lot of his problems could’ve stemmed from that (Society of Clinical Psychology 2016)

There are legislations that have been passed by the government to keep the children of the UK safe from harm. In Wales there is the Social Services and Well-being Act 2014. This gives structure for legal aspects for social service workers. Within communities, there are children boards which work together to protect children, including Chief of police, NHS trust and the local authority. It is noted that services will act to protect the child or children involved, in this case study, this did not happen as effectively as it should have and therefore the children were in situations of danger for longer than they should have been, causing lasting psychological effects that they will have to face. (NSPCC Learning 2022)

The case overall needed serious improvements which could have helped the children involved. There are recommendations which could have resulted in better outcomes. Lena’s mother was assessed to see if she would require help to look after Lena, she had learning disabilities but was found to be someone who wasn’t in need of help, Ramsey et al (2022) explained that people who have learning disabilities are at a higher risk than others in day-to-day life, if Lena’s mother had these risks, then how could she be expected to look after Lena? The outcome could’ve have been astronomical for Lena as Lena’s mother could have gotten professional help rather than involving Pauls family to help which brought chaos into her life. Whistle blowers aren’t being taken seriously enough as concerns were brought up anonymously quite often, the outcome of whistle-blowers being listened to could mean that the family could have been investigated sooner avoiding the abuse for the young girls. 

In conclusion, it has been shown that a lot of aspects work together to keep a child or group of children safe in the UK. It requires multiple agencies and teamwork which may not always go to plan, which is unacceptable as children’s lives are at risk. Southall & MacDonald (2013) discusses that the protection of children needs to be of higher priority than it is. This is because too many children like Lena, Anya, Rosa, and Whitney are being let down by the system.
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