The Visit review
The Visit tells the story of betrayal and revenge through two different stories as a play takes place within the performance. The theme of forgiveness is also introduced at the end of the performance as the director, Matthew Holmquist (2023) felt people “need to be willing to communicate and to empathise if we are to ever heal and grow”. While I like the idea of forgiveness it felt as though the whole play built up to his punishment only for them to decide at the last minute that no punishment was needed and therefore no consequences for his actions. The performance was often confusing as the show was quite complex, with a show within the performance, and a lot of symbolism as Alfred Ill was often shown as a panther. I feel an audience watching this for the first and only time may find it hard to follow.
I was left questioning why the colour yellow? The theme of yellow was used throughout the performance representing Claire Zachanassian and her control over the town. The matching colours clearly showed who was under her influence and it was often a surprise when a new and trusted character appeared wearing yellow. However, the colour yellow does not suggest power, control, or greed, in fact it often represents happiness. I didn’t particularly like the choice of the tears as I didn’t understand them however after speaking to Aly Arzente (2023), I found that they were added to represent the influence Claire had, while the red/blood tears were for “people that had been corrupted completely by Claire Zachanassian”. While this is interesting, it isn’t particularly clear to the audience that this is what it represents and so can leave people feeling confused.
The sound and lighting during the performance could often be overwhelming, with a lot of flashing lights and loud sounds. Although it was overwhelming it fit with the mood of the performance at the time, helping to convey the panic that the characters were feeling. Another interesting element of lighting where the projections onto fabric Arzente (2023) mentioned that this was added as the Set Designer thought that they were “quite ethereal and it added dimension to the set”.
I liked that the crew were included in the performance and that the performance seemed to take place behind the audience as well as in front, which breaks the fourth wall. Another thing that was added to “represent the Brechtian genre” were the black props with white writing as they “remind you that you’re constantly watching theatre” Arzente (2023). 
My favourite part of the performance was the use of the panther puppet used to represent Alfred Ill, I found the design very interesting and the actors playing the panther were able to create convincing movements to make it seem lifelike. I also like the small details of the eyes being yellow which matched Claires colour.
Overall, I really enjoyed the design of the performance although there were some choices which I didn’t understand. The plot was interesting although hard to follow and I felt the ending could have been better as there was no real punishment for Alex or Alfred’s actions.

Bibliography 
Arzente, A. (2023) text to Imogen Bissett 10 December
Holmquist, M. (2023) “The Visit” Program, 1 december
The Visit by Hannah McPake (2023) Directed by Matthew Holmquist [Y Llwyfan, Carmarthen, 1 December 2023]
