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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Wellbeing and Resilience

	Having achieved Independent Patrol Status, reflect on the impact of organisation culture within policing on your wellbeing and resilience (organisation change, retaining personal values in a wider organisational culture). 

Consider the risks of conforming to organisational culture. 

Illustrate your strategies for maintaining wellbeing and resilience. 


1250 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)



ANSWER:

Having achieved independent patrol status, I have experienced how important it is for officers to maintain their well-being and resilience, adopting strategies to assist them along the way. Within this essay I will reflect on the impact of organisational culture within policing on my well-being and resilience, while considering the risks of conforming to organisational culture. I will also be discussing what strategies I have adopted to help maintain my well-being and resilience. I will use references throughout to support my essay.

Many researchers have defined organisational culture and they all vary. Cooke and Rousseau (1988) define organisational culture as the cognitive knowledge that is acquired through socialisation. Based on the historic experiences of other members of the organisation, in this case the police service, that is used to form the knowledge that is then shared within the organisation over years and years. These become shared norms and values between the organisation, which shapes future attitudes to come (Pratt & Beaulieu, 1992). When discussing particularly police organisational culture a few sociologists provide definitions for this. Manning (1989) defines it as “accepted practices, rules, and principles of conduct that are situationally applied, and generalised rationales and beliefs” (Narayanan, 2008) whereas Reiner (1992) defines it as “the values, norms, perspectives and craft rules which inform police conduct” (Chan, 1996). Both sociologists’ definitions look similar, however Manning (1989) argues that majority of police officers remain professional when serving the public and doing their duty, and any behaviours that would be deemed inappropriate or arguably corrupt would only be performed behind closed doors with their colleagues (Narayanan, 2008). However, Reiner (1992) believes that many police officers maintain these behaviours whether they are behind closed doors or not, and this is where many of the issues come from (Chan, 1996). What can be taken from both definitions is that there is shared norms and values between police officers that can influence how they operate and behave in a workplace environment which can help them cope and thus positively influence their well-being and resilience. 

When people hear of police culture or organisational culture within the police, many associate this with the negative sides of the culture. However, there are positives sides to the culture. However, Reiner (2017) emphasised a key feature of being a police officer is a “sense of mission”. Majority of police officers have a strong passion to protect the public and safeguard the weak. They give up key milestones in their life to achieve this for the public. They have a very strong work ethic and commitment to their job, which is a key element of police organisational culture. This is a positive aspect of the culture, as that’s the attitude an officer requires to do a good job of protecting and serving the public (Reiner, 2017), this attitude can cause a struggle for the well-being as if officers fail due to high demand and not having enough time, they can really take this out on themselves and cause their well-being to decline due to the pressure.   

Another would be that police officers view themselves as protectors, they work in dangerous environments, putting themselves in dangerous situations which can often potentially be fatal and must investigate crimes to determine the truth, for all of this they are required to be suspicious (Skolnick, 1966). Reiner (1992) also agrees that suspicion is a key element to police organisational culture. As officers we come across many different scenarios every day, and it can be easy to judge a situation on face value from your experiences. Encouraging us as officers to label people based on the situation they are faced with. This can cause a link between racism, as often there is a fine line between suspicion and racism. Ethnic minorities are more suspected to be involved in criminal activity than people of white ethnic origin (Sunshine & Tyler, 2003). This can be problematic for us as officers to maintain a good relationship between us and the community. Many officers believe that this is an unfair assumption and that there is a link between certain ethnic minorities and crime and therefore there is still a clear requirement for improving some officer’s attitudes towards this. Again, this can risk our well-being and also resilience having to continuously be aware of how our attitudes can come across in this way. 

Having achieved independent patrol status, I have witnessed first-hand the importance of police officers maintaining their well-being and resilience within the job. While in training I underestimated the importance of how difficult it would be to maintain particularly my well-being, and I feel I now appreciate the importance of this from achieving my independence. Research states that resilience can be described as the ability to maintain a good mental wellbeing, during and after being faced with traumatic situations, and having the ability to “bounce back” from the situations faced with (Richardson, 2002; Bonanno, 2004). This is particularly important being in the role I am in as we are continually faced with the type of situations where resilience is important. Resilience can help you prevent stress from occurring, which is the mental or emotional strain caused by an adverse circumstance (Koolhaas et al, 2011). From my experience as an independent response officer, I have had to adopt certain coping strategies to help me through my experiences, building my resilience and preventing stress.

I have witnessed how many of my colleagues have different coping strategies, but they all have strategies, nonetheless. Within my relief there are 9 males and 4 females, therefore it is a very male dominated relief. Many of the male officers on my shift are more experienced than I am and have been a response officer for a few years. When I joined them, it was clear they all had close relationships with each other and often used jokes and humour to bond and cope with the stress of their job and any difficult calls they had been too. Due to what has been ongoing in the media over the last few years with the IOPC investigating many officers for inappropriate comments and what they consider to be “jokes” being made over social media platforms, I was reluctant to join in to begin with. The IOPC’s Operation Hotton report into misogyny, racism, homophobia, and harassment at Charing Cross police station found some extremely concerning comments made by officers including sexist, racist and homophobic remarks. The report concluded that the excuses officers made for the comments were that they were “banter” or a “joke” (IOPC, 2022). I knew that this could be a risk of conforming to organisational culture and that I must remember to retain my personal values within these situations. However, I feel like I have found a good balance with my team with this, and I have adopted workplace humour as a coping strategy which I have found useful through my time being independent. Laughter is proven to be a remedy to stress and can also improve your mood (Bennett et al, 2003; Colom et al, 2011; Penson et al, 2005). 

To conclude, throughout my time independent I have experienced first-hand police organisational culture. Before going joining as an officer, I believed the organisational culture was all negative, but upon experiencing it and researching it there is evidence to show that there are positives to the culture that can have a positive impact on my well-being depending on how I implement it. However, there is still much work that needs to be done, and officers need to be more open minded about changing their norms and values to conform with today’s society that we live in. Well-being and resilience are key to surviving as a police officer, but adopting certain coping strategies can cause a risk to officers losing sight of their personal values and conforming to the organisational culture, specifically “banter” to fit in. I will continue to ensure I maintain this balance, and any behaviour I believe is unacceptable I will ensure I do not take part in and do the necessary to report it. 
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Task 2

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Decision-making and Discretion, Vulnerability and Risk, Public Protection.  
 
You must choose an incident, for example a domestic related incident, and reflect on how you made decisions in complex and unpredictable circumstances using dynamic risk assessment. 

	
Give a brief description of the problem including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Evaluate decisions made during the incident and your use (or otherwise) of the National Decision Model. Explain the rationale behind your decisions and your considerations when recording details of the incident. Consider your ethical approach to the decision. Outline the consequences of your decision making. 

1750 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:

Domestic related incidents are now more common due to many factors such as social media harbouring more evidence, cost of living and due to the involvement of multiple agencies identifying domestic issues and reporting them (Flury & Nyberg, 2010) and in my experience most incidents that require police attendance are domestic related. Due to this there is a lot of pressure on police and partner agencies to ensure that these incidents are dealt with correctly, due to the detrimental impact it has on the victims and society (Rollings & Taylor, 2008). 

Throughout this essay I will explain and reflect on a domestic incident that I attended which involved me making complex decisions. I will explain how I used the police National Decision-Making Model (NDM) to make those decisions so that the best possible outcome could be achieved. While detailing social and legislative contexts and the impact this has on victims of domestic violence. I will also outline any language issues I faced and what actions I took to overcome this barrier so that I could make a rational decision to a complex incident. Throughout this essay I will use references to support my research. 

During my initial training as a police officer I had some understanding and knowledge on domestic related incidents and naively thought that most of them will be similar in nature. However, since being on independent patrol and having almost a year in the field, I have noticed that every domestic related incident that police attend is different and require very complex decisions to be made. The role of a police officer is to make very complex and important decisions during highly stressful and difficult situations (Ellison, 2004). Therefore, it is important that we as officers are trained in way so that we are prepared for those encounters where difficult situations need to be resolved (Helson & Starkes, 1999). 

The National Decision Model (NDM) is a framework that can assist police officers in making decisions and rationalise on what they done (College of Policing, 2014). This model can be applied at any situation which can greatly support officers when making difficult, complex decisions (College of Policing, 2014). There are many categories that class as a domestic incident and not just what the public believe it to be for example an assault on a partner (Stover, 2005) they can include family domestics, such as a parent and their child. Most calls that I attend to are domestic related and the impact this has on victims of domestic abuse, partner agencies and society are damaging. With that in mind it is extremely important that police make decisions when attending domestic incidents that are conducive and complex (Hoyle & Saunders, 2000), and circumstances are resolved or at least mitigated, so that appropriate safeguarding measures are put in place.

The incident that I am going to reflect on is an abandoned 999 call that occurred a few months ago which required my attendance as the Control Room wanted us to check everything was in order. A lot of calls that are abandoned can be by mistake by the public, however most victims of domestic abuse will use this method as tactic to ensure that emergency services will respond promptly and can be also a cry for help from the victim (Wolf, Hobart & Kernic 2003). Within a domestic violent relationship, coercive control usually starts at the beginning and then often escalates to physical violence when the perpetrator has that control. As defined by Women’s Aid (2022) coercive control is “an act or a pattern of acts of assault, threats, humiliation and intimidation or other abuse that is used to harm, punish, or frighten their victim”.

Upon receiving the call, a further report was made by their neighbour that there was a disturbance with shouting and banging coming from the property. When receiving this information, it dramatically changed my perspective on the situation and required me to use the NDM to assist in my decision-making process. The first part of the NDM is to gather information and intelligence (College of Policing, 2014). It is crucial to do checks before attending a call to ensure officers know what they are expecting. There could be information to say the potential offender is violent in nature, known for weapons and more. This is vital for officer safety. Firstly, I needed to check for previous history on the address I was attending and who were the occupants of that property. The Police National Computer (PNC) is a national database of information that is available to access by all police forces throughout the United Kingdom, it can be used to carry out checks during real time incidents as well as for general investigations by the police. Including but not limited to a person’s criminal record, their personal details, warning markers, and includes information on people who are missing and any vehicle information (HMICFRS, 2023). Following completing this check using my police mobile I found that there was no previous history regarding the occupants of the household and there were no warning markers to be aware of. Warning markers are used on police systems such as PNC to identify where someone may pose a risk to the officer attending, themselves or to the public. A warning marker could identify many different risks such as any health conditions such as epilepsy or allergies, if they have any transmittable diseases such as HIV, if they are vulnerable or the marker could state they have additional learning needs to be aware of (HMICFRS, 2023). As there was no information to base any pre-empted decisions on, I had to be cautious with my approach as I had no idea who I would be dealing with.

Upon attending the address, a male answered who was reluctant to let me in and was agitated that I had attended. As I was engaging with the male, I noticed his wife down the corridor, visibly distressed. When she noticed me looking towards her, she quickly ran to another room and seemed to be reluctant to speak with me. The male invited me into the address and upon entering I noticed belongings in the property smashed and items thrown all around the house. I then utilised the second part of NDM which is assess threat and risk and develop working strategy (College of Policing, 2014). I immediately separated both parties to obtain an account and to limit further escalation due to the evidence around, which shows that possibly the male has a propensity for violence. As a colleague of mine had arrived to assist me, he took the male into a separate room while I was trying to obtain an account from the female who was potentially the victim. The female was trying her best to talk to me but there was a language barrier due to English not being her first language. I noticed that she was starting to become very uncomfortable with me being with her on our own, therefore I requested a female officer to attend to engage with the female to achieve the best account from her. From my experience being a tall, big built male, females who experience domestic abuse on a regular basis disengage with male officers such as myself due to the abuse they receive from their partners makes them fearful of males (Horwitz et al., 2011) and they tend to engage better with female officers who are less intimidating (McPhedran, Gover & Mazerolle, 2017). All this time throughout the incident I am constantly utilising the NDM to determine what the outcome and next steps will be, my female colleague then called me over and stated that the wife said as best as she could “he punch me”. When receiving this information, I then reassessed the circumstances and utilised the next two stages of the NDM which are to consider the powers and policy available and identify the options and contingencies (College of Policing, 2014).

Looking at a legislation perspective, the offence I decided to proceed with was Common Assault contrary to Section 39 of the Criminal Justice Act 1988. An assault is any act (and not mere omission to act) by which a person intentionally or recklessly causes another to suffer or apprehend immediate unlawful violence (CPS, 2022). Due to the disclosure made the male was arrested for common assault under Section 24 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act and that our police Domestic Violence Policy was being followed.

I decided to act and arrest the male as it limited the risk to the female if I had left him there it could have escalated. While my colleague transported him to custody, I continued to obtain information from the female, however it proved difficult due to the language barrier, and I needed to obtain a statement from the victim. Due to this I decided to use Language Line UK to assist in translating for an overall account to be taken. Language Line is a translation service that aids police and other agencies to provide support (LanguageLine Solutions, 2023). It transpired that the female stated to the interpreter that in her native country and due to her faith, these types of incidents are a regular occurrence and are considered normal for majority of woman in her culture, the incident happened because her husband was annoyed that the house was not in order after being in work all day. Being a multi-cultural society and even more so compared to previous years, more incidents are occurring where language and cultural differences make it challenging to ascertain circumstances (Garza, Franklin & Goodson, 2022). After offering my support and guidance the female decided to make a formal complaint. Even though the main incident was dealt with I still utilised the NDM in the final part of which is act and review what happened (College of Policing, 2014). Being this was a domestic incident, after reviewing the circumstances I decided to put a critical marker on the address should any future incident happen, officers and control room will be made aware of the history and any relevant information such as the language barrier. I also explained to the female that I would be completing a DASH and submitting a Public Protection Notice (PPN) which will ensure further safeguarding and support. PPN’s are completed by police and are reviewed by public protection units to identify any risks or support that is needed for victims. This is then shared with partner agencies so that relevant needs and support are given to victims (Robinson et al, 2016) which is why these details are important to record for future information and intelligence.

To conclude I believe that I used the NDM effectively to assess the situation and when circumstances changed, I re-evaluated and used the model again to adapt in a constantly changing environment. I believe with the information that was presented to me the best outcome was reached and the perpetrator was charged for the offence. Due to constant negative media attention with the police regarding domestic incidents I believe I acted with integrity and appropriate safeguarding was completed. Reflecting on this I would not change anything I did due to the information I had and the situation I was in. this incident proved to me that constant use of the NDM is an effective tool that will aid police officers and I will continue to use it for every call I go to. 	
1907 words














[bookmark: _Hlk138595470]Task 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Maintaining Professional Standards, Leadership and Team-working

	
Evaluate theories of team dynamics as a means of developing team cohesion (reasons why some teams cannot function, theories and models relating to team dynamics, ways to improve team cohesion).

Consider why inter-personal conflict can occur within a team and outline what strategies can be adopted to enhance individual and team performance. 

Consider how team dynamics within the police service can result in failing to comply with professional standards requirements (Code of Ethics, policies, procedures, protocols or legislation).


1750 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




ANSWER:

Within a team it is important for the people within to work well together to achieve the best results for the goals (Zakaria et al, 2004). Team dynamics are the psychological forces that influence how relationships work within the team and it can affect how they communicate and cooperate (Rousseau, 2006). The effect of the dynamic can be positive or a negative, the outcome can depend on the personalities of the individuals, the nature of the work they are doing along with that environment and the team members (Georgiadis, 2015). 

Before joining the police, the only experience, I had of working within a team was within my previous role within retail. However, it seems that no matter what you do as a career, team dynamics will come into play in similar forms. There are many theories and models available that relate to team dynamics. The first one being the Tuckman model (1965). This theory explains that teams progress through five stages, these are: forming, storming, norming, performing and then sometimes adjourning and reforming (Maples, 1988). The forming stage is when the team members are getting to know each other and figuring each other out. They establish their roles within the team and set out expectations (Maples, 1988). Within this stage a true as teams are exploring their roles, they tend to take a step back and not allow their true personalities to come out as not enough time has been spent together for their true self to appear (Miller, 2003) and therefore they remain formal and polite with the focus on excitement to start the task. The key issue within this stage is surrounding the control and power and if not addressed correctly this can cause imbalance and conflict through the later stages (Miller, 2003). 

Within the storming stage the reality starts to sink in that there is a task that needs to be completed. The initial excitement becomes frustration and potential anger in some members, this is when the personalities begin to clash (Cresswell-Yeager, 2021) at this point a team can either clash at the different personalities causing conflict not being able to move forward efficiently or work together and accept them. The next stage being the norming stage, which is when team members notice and appreciate the unique personalities within the team. Recognising individual strengths and weakness of each person. There is sometimes a realization that a variety of experiences and differences can make a team stronger (Miller, 2003). The team will better understand the best way of providing feedback to each other and responsibility and control are shared (Cresswell-Yeager, 2021). The team can now control the conflict more effectively, and quickly decrease emotions and come up with solutions (Miller, 2003). The next stage is performing. During this fourth stage the team are satisfied with how they are progressing. They can feel more confident in their abilities to work together and the capabilities of their colleagues. The focus can now be on completing the task at hand or the goal they were given rather than the focus being on dealing with the interpersonal issues (Miller, 2003). A research study conducted by Monterey Naval Postgraduate School (2007) criticised this model and their results showed that only 2% of teams go through all four phases, the stages not completely invalid but not linear (NPS, 2007).

Another model I am going to discuss is the Lencioni’s (2005) five dysfunctions of a team. In my opinion this is one of the most relatable models as he explains that all teams have the potential to be dysfunctional. There are five levels, and each must be completed to be able to move on to the next one. The first being absence of trust. This is where team members are reluctant to be vulnerable with each other and admit their mistakes or are unwilling to ask for help. This makes trust difficult to achieve. The second level is fear of conflict, which is due to the lack of trust from the first level this makes it difficult for team members to have effective debates about the issues to achieve the goal. In this environment where true opinions are not spoken about this can create incorrect decisions. Lack of commitment is the third, without the commitment teams cannot commit to decisions. Lack of commitment and decisions can cause employees, particularly those who are used to achieving become annoyed and conflict can arise. Next the fourth being avoidance of accountability, as teams cannot commit to a plan, even the most confident members become avoidant of calling out their colleagues on behaviours which are counterproductive and not good for the team. Lastly, the fifth is inattention to results, the members of the team will naturally put their own needs ahead of the goal in front of them when individuals are not held accountable. Which means they have lost sight of what they wanted to achieve, which does not achieve the goal desired (Lencioni, 2005). This model has been criticised also, one being that Lencioni (2005) believes that trust is the foundation of a team effectiveness, however there are other external organisational factors that may have a far more significant importance to a team’s success beyond the foundation of trust (Human Performance Technology, 2015)

Tuckman’s (1965) five stages of development and Lencioni’s (2005) five dysfunctions of a team are just two of the many teams’ dynamic theories/models available. Others include Maslow’s pyramid, Belbin’s team role theory, McGregor’s theory X and theory Y to name a few. A key theme between all the theories and models is that team members need to be on the “same page”. A team who has positive dynamics and are on the “same page” can achieve great results, as this will involve having trust in each other, working towards common goals and being able to freely express opinions without judgement (Delice, 2019). Team cohesion is the strength of the interpersonal connection between team members (Carron et al, 2002) and cohesion is vital for the team to become on that “same page” that I have just discussed. Improving team cohesion does rely on the manager who put the team together assisting with the cohesion, particularly if the team are struggling to come together. To help with team cohesion manager or in my case sergeant can implement the following: valuing everyone’s contributions, empowering the team members and resolving any conflicts that arise within the group early on (Corporate Finance Institute, 2023). Improving team cohesion is important, as this can reflect on the team’s performance and how they get along as individuals.
Interpersonal conflict can simply be defined as the recognition of a difference between two or more people (Ellis & Abbott, 2012). When working within a team it is important to allow everyone to have an opinion and for other team members to respect the opinion whether they agree or disagree (Ellis & Abbott, 2012). When a person’s opinion is disregarded or deemed unimportant this can cause tension and can result in conflict. Good relationships and friendships within the workplace can be considered as a main source of support and provides a defence against the stress that the environment can bring (Martin & Dowson, 2009) particularly within my job as a police officer, I heavily rely on my colleagues to support me and help me with the challenges I face within my role. On the other hand, if those relationships come across any misunderstandings or if they are an acquaintance that you have no relationship with often conflict can arise, especially in high pressure job roles such as being a police officer. Within the police it is often a stressful environment not only due to the job itself, but also as most recently the lack of numbers, resources, and the high workloads we are faced with which causes complex interpersonal dynamics within the workplace. Everyone is doing the same or a similar job role, and we are all faced with high pressured situations which we can end up taking out on our colleagues who are closest to us. 

Interpersonal conflict is considered as the most common and problematic type of conflict within the workplace (Johansen, 2012) and it is considered as inevitable when groups of different people work together (Greer & Dannals, 2017). Majority of the time what matters is not the conflict itself, but how it is managed (Trivedi et al, 2008). This is where good management can come in and provide tools to manage interpersonal conflict within their team along with providing strategies to enhance individual and team performance, while alleviating some of the stress particularly police officers are under to hopefully avoid the conflict. Strategies can include but are not limited to monitoring workload and having regular check ins and sticking to having the check in by not allowing other commitments to take over, communicating clear expectations within meetings with the team and individuals. Another would be offering praise for good performance and celebrating the “wins” as well as providing constructive feedback for poor performance and building a culture of well-being and support and making the team feel like management is approachable for any problems or issues that arise (Gurtner et al, 2007; Helmreich & Schaefer, 2018).

On the topic of policing, professional standard requirements play an important part of the job. However, as discussed team cohesion is vital and having a team that you get on well with can really affect how your job is when you’re a police officer. One issue that has been prevalent during my time being out on response is that often new police officers will be taught by the older generation who have been in the force for 20+ years. However, new policies and procedures have been introduced since they joined. But they are teaching the new generation the old ways, and instead of pulling them up on this the new officers are playing along to feel a part of the team and create good relationships. As they are the older generation, they respect what they have to say. This can involve the newer officers cutting corners, for example not filling out the newer use of force forms available, because their tutor is an older generation officer says it’s not necessary which results in the newer officers getting themselves into difficult situations for following their lead and potentially ending up in court and answering difficult questions, ultimately it’s their reputation and career on the line as their breaching codes and policies (Gursoy, Maier & Chi, 2008).

To conclude, team dynamics are the psychological forces that influence how relationships work within the team and it can affect how they communicate and cooperate (Rousseau, 2006). There are many theories and models relating to team dynamics and team cohesion available and I have discussed the Tuckman Model (1965) and Lencioni’s Model (2005). However, there are many models and theories available but one thing they all have in common is that teams work better when they are on the same page. It is evident that for a team to work well together and for them to be on that same page they require management to assist them with that cohesion. Interpersonal conflict is a common factor within the workplace and seems to be inevitable. Again, management can implement tools to prevent the conflict from escalating and resolving it before it goes too far. From managers learning how to manage conflict it may help police officers such as myself obtain more job satisfaction and ultimately create a more positive impact on the job that we deliver. 1923 words






















Task 4
Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Policing the roads, information and intelligence and conducting investigations. 

	
Explain how information and intelligence can be used in the disruption of the more prevalent criminal activity (e.g. drug smuggling, human trafficking, child sexual exploitation, counterfeit goods, organised crime groups and ‘county lines’) by effective policing of the roads. 

Outline how ANPR can be used as investigative resource when disrupting criminal activity. 

1750 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




ANSWER:


Road’s policing can be considered as one of the more important areas of response policing (Nagin, Solow & Lum, 2015). They are on the front line of response policing and are often the first on scene to many situations. This has much to do with the information and intelligence that they utilise to support their grounds for wanting to further investigate individuals (Eck, 2003). Due to the increase in organised crime over the past few years the police have had to shift to more innovative ways of dealing with this challenge, information and intelligence has become a vital part in this, particularly with assisting in disrupting organised crime groups. Within this essay I will be exploring how information and intelligence can assist roads policing officers in disrupting crime in particular organised crime groups, by identifying key individuals, identifying patterns such as routes, gathering intelligence on such individuals which can help prevent crime. I will also highlight what Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) technology is and how it can assist roads policing officers significantly with their investigations and is considered a valuable investigation tool.

Intelligence is “collected information that has been developed for action. It may also be classified as confidential or sensitive” (College of Policing, 2023). 

Intelligence-led policing has arguably become the most important form of policing and is heavily relayed on everyday by police (Ratcliffe, 2016). It relies on data analytics, community engaging and actively being involved in providing information to the police and collaborating with other law enforcement agencies and organisation (Kent State Online, 2020) by sharing intelligence police can be tactically proactive and can assess risk which has shown to be affective when preventing crime (Kent State Online, 2020). Roads policing units heavily use information and intelligence during their day-to-day operations. Intelligence can be used to establish the reliability of officer’s suspicion and provide them with the grounds to act upon that suspicion (Quinton, 2014). The National Crime Agency (NCA) gather intelligence which can be used to inform partners of information which can assist in identifying potential suspects based on their patterns of behaviours, allowing officers to be able to employ their resources to the correct suspects based on the threats posed by certain individuals, and often individuals involved in organised crime groups (Bowling & Ross, 2006). They utilise strategic intelligence which is material that informs them and other partners of where the resources should be deployed to best deter the biggest threats (NCA, 2020). The NCA brings together intelligence from a range of areas such as but not limited to undercover officers, security and intelligence agencies, private sector reporting, members of the public and open source. They develop this intelligence and create a picture of the serious organised crime groups within certain areas, and disseminate this intelligence, with partners including the police (NCA, 2020). Following the intelligence they gather, this is a vital tool in assisting road policing officers in targeting the players within the organised crime groups and disrupt their day-to-day activities and operations (Harfield, 2008). 

Officers are also responsible for gathering information and intelligence while conducting their investigations. If officers do not act on a report, but they come across information that can be useful they can submit an intelligence log through a system such as NICHE, an example of intelligence they would submit could be while attending an address they noticed heroin crack pipes and used needles. This can then be information to assist with officer safety while attending the address but also for information regarding drug use areas and individuals. Members of the public can also submit intelligence through calling 101 and a Control Room Operator can submit the intelligence for them or by using agencies such as Crime Stoppers. Crime Stoppers is an agency where members of the public can submit information regarding crime while remaining anonymous (CrimeStoppers, 1988) they are independent to the police, however assist the police frequently to help develop intelligence on individuals. This information is then shared with officers such as Roads Policing Officers if it’s in relation to vehicles to help develop vital information on individuals. Officers also gather information and intelligence through their day-to-day operations by collecting DNA samples from offenders, obtaining photographs and particularly while in custody fingerprints can be obtained. Forensic evidence is a vital piece of intelligence as it can be used to link past and future offenders and can particularly be used to link organised groups to the crime scenes (Ribaux et al, 2010).

Information and intelligence can be applied by roads policing and other officers to prevent organised group attacks. Intelligence and information are utilised to assess organised groups' threats by analysing different sources like human intelligence, open-source intelligence, and surveillance (Ratcliffe, 2016; Tilley, 2016). This knowledge can then be passed on to roads policing officers and local officers to be able to patrol or drive around certain areas where the drug deals and other crimes happen frequently, based on the patterns from previous incidents (Ratcliffe, 2016). Such analyses can help identify the methods used by perpetrators, particularly if there is a problem within the area of certain vehicles being stolen, information can be gathered on the potential target vehicles, the timelines of the thefts, which can help roads policing officers to understand the best way of tackling the issue and apprehending the offenders (Ratcliffe, 2016).

ANPR is a technology utilised by UK policing to help in detecting, deterring, and disrupting criminal activities at the local, national, and regional levels. It deals with organised crime groups, travelling criminals who use the roads to try and avoid being caught, and curbing terrorism (Tang et al., 2022; Lubna et al., 2021; Rhead et al., 2012). The ANPR approach provides adequate evidence and offers lines of enquiry in the crime investigation and is applied by UK police forces from Northern Ireland, England, and Scotland to Wales (Police. uk, 2023). Markedly, as the vehicle passes by the ANPR camera, the technology records the registration number and instantly checks it among the records of the vehicles of interest to base on systems such as the Police National Computer (PNC). PNC is a national database available to all police forces throughout the United Kingdom, it can include a person’s criminal history, their personal details and particularly in this case their vehicle details (HMICFRS, 2023).  The ANPR cameras nationally submit approximately 60 million ANPR read records daily (Police. uk, 2023). 

ANPR can be a valuable investigative resource when disrupting organised crime groups' activities in several ways. The ANPR systems can be applied to identifying and tracking the vehicles of interest or those involved with crime (Sidhu et al, 2017; Ahmed & Ahmed, 2021). The technology operates by capturing the license plate information that the roads policing officers can use to link the vehicles to known suspects, criminals, or specific criminal incidences where potentially we have no suspects for, which could then lead to such suspects (Kirby & Turner, 2007). Such databases and the information obtained can be applied to identifying the patterns used by organised crime groups, tracking their movements, and establishing the connections between the main suspects and the criminal activities. 

Moreover, the ANPR technology can facilitate real-time monitoring and surveillance of vehicles in specific areas of interest (Kirby & Turner, 2007). The officers can track and identify the vehicles leaving or entering certain locations associated with criminal activities (Kashyap et al., 2018; Puranic et al., 2016). Such ANPR technology applications help take proactive responses essential in preventing criminal activities, intercepting the suspects, and gathering evidence (Homayounfar et al, 2011). The technology allows real-time information capture of the license plate number, which ensures that officers can track and monitor the specific vehicles of interest as they pass through certain checkpoints or locations (Jansen, 2018). 

ANPR automatically extracts the alphanumeric characters from the vehicle license plates and changes them into digital data (AG, 2019; Prabhakar & Anupama, 2014). The captured data can be compared against the databases containing information such as vehicles linked to criminal activities, stolen vehicles, or wanted criminals as officers can place markers on the vehicle within the Police National Computer (PNC) system. If a match is identified on the ANPR this notifies the relevant agencies that there is a suspect vehicle or potential issue. During my Roads Policing Special Operations (RPSO) attachment I experienced this first hand as I was crewed up with a traffic officer and a vehicle pinged on the system that’s within the traffic vehicle that alerts them of vehicles that could be of interest. The traffic officers will often then pursue the vehicles and get them to a stop to investigate, allowing them to investigate further, search any vehicles if they have the necessity or grounds to do so and arrest any people of interest or provide the necessary documentation such as reporting them for a traffic offence such as driving with no insurance. 

Lastly, the ANPR records can provide valuable evidence and lead during criminal investigations. The ANPR technology allows the police, alongside other authorised parties, to search and identify the cars present at the crime scene at a specific time or specified period. According to Badr et al. (2011) and Kaur and Banga (2013), such details and recordings can be applied to identifying potential getaway vehicles, witnesses, or suspects. In addition, the interoperability of the ANPR technology allows for data cross-reference with information from other technologies like CCTV footage and witness accounts. Helping in building a story of the event occurrences that officers would not have access to without such technology. The ANPR collected data can also be compared to stolen car databases, which ensures that the law enforcers take the most appropriate initiative to prevent crime (Fussey & Murray, 2019; Rantos et al., 2020; Stanier, 2016; Masseno & Santos, 2018). Integrating the ANPR technology increases the accuracy and probability of holding criminals accountable for curbing further criminal activities and helping recover stolen objects. The police can add markers to a vehicle such as a “stolen” marker to inform other parties who are searching for the vehicle that it is stolen. This allows for officers who come across the vehicle when they are out patrolling to have the ability to pull over the vehicle and investigate. 

As police officers we can apply information and intelligence in disrupting and dismantling organised crime groups in the country. The two have proven to be practical security tools since they ascertain or identify the leading players of organised crime groups, outline the crime networks or hotspots, collect information or evidence, and can curb attacks which is what the public want. This essay also assessed how the ANPR technology can be beneficial and enhance police officers’ investigations to curb criminal activities like organised crime groups. Some ways through which the ANPR strategy benefits investigations are through enhanced and more accurate surveillance and monitoring, intelligence data collection, helping in vehicle identification and tracking, and providing relevant and significant investigation-supporting evidence. 
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Task 5 
Individual Learning Plan 
 
 
The second learning outcome identified in the accompanying module descriptor (BMPP 5000D) asks that you create an individual learning plan to meet your identified needs through reflection upon your continuing practice. This shows confidence in your ability to manage your own learning in response to evolving circumstances in the workplace. 
 
This task differs from the PDPs that you have completed in your previous workbooks in that this learning plan allows you to assess what level you believe you are in key knowledge, skills and experience against where you believe you (and the force) consider you should be – now and in the coming 6 to 12 months of your placement. This should then be used to target future development need. 
 
 
1500 words equivalent. Please note that this is not the actual number of words used in completing the table, the count reflects the thought and research behind it. 
 
It will count towards the overall equivalent word count of 8000 words expected from this module.   
 
 
ANSWER: 
 
 
Knowledge, Skills and Experience Assessment 
 
	 
	REQUIRED 
	RATING 
	DEVELOPMENT NEED 
 

	KNOWLEDGE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	Low 
1-4 
	Med 
5-7 
	High 
8-10 
	Low 
1-4 
	Med 
5-7 
	High 
8-10 
	 I believe I have developed my knowledge significantly since becoming independent. This is because I have had to research things independently as I have not been able to rely on my tutor as I would have in tutorship. Having to make proactive decisions during complex situations has helped me. Also working alongside the more knowledgeable officers has helped me gain knowledge from them. I often will look on PNLD for up to date legislation and I am continuously questioning colleagues to further my knowledge. I believe knowledge can never be completely known and it is going to be an ongoing experience of continually learning as I go along with the job. I would like to further my knowledge of sex offences including the child ones as I feel this is where I struggle as it does intimidate me. I would also like to spend time with the case file team to further my knowledge on case files just in case I ever have to deal with one.

	SKILLS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	Low 
1-4 
	Med 
5-7 
	High 
8-10 
	Low 
1-4 
	Med 
5-7 
	High 
8-10 
	 I feel like I am excelling in my skills currently. I have recently done my blue light course which has meant I am able to attend emergencies myself. I have also got my D1 license coming up, along with going for my stop stick course to further those skills. Considering I am not even 1 year in to being independent I believe my skills are above what some of my other colleagues are who started with me. I have done many attachments with RPSO and attachments with PPU to further my skills to see how they work. To improve I am going to ensure I attend my courses to further my skills and complete my taser application to get my taser.

	EXPERIENCE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	Low 
1-4 
	Med 
5-7 
	High 
8-10 
	Low 
1-4 
	Med 
5-7 
	High 
8-10 
	 Although I have tried to gain as much as experience as I can, as I am only just under a year in independent (9 months in) I haven’t got that much experience. However, as mentioned I have been on a few attachments to gain experience within other departments, but this is dependant on resourcing and whether I can do this on rest days. I am trying to get as much experience as I can while on duty and attending a variety of calls to try and broaden my experience but again often, we experience the same types of calls. I would like to volunteer to do a city safe in Newport to experience the hustle and bustle of a town centre on a weekend. But I believe experience will come with time on response and this will hopefully dramatically improve by next year.
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