In this essay I will be discussing the cinematography and mise-en-scene in two films. First of all, we will be talking about Peaky Blinders. This show follows a Birmingham gang run by the Shelby family called ‘The Peaky Blinders’. We will be specifically looking at a scene from Season 1 Episode 6. This scene is sort of the climax to season 1 where Tommy Shelby has his final battle with Billy Kimber, a leader of another gang. Kimber has all the control over the horse races which is what Tommy and the Peaky Blinders want and make it their mission to take it from him. We get several back and forth shots of the gangs walking towards each other in the lead up to the final battle, this is used to create suspense but showing that they are getting closer and closer to each other and therefore closer to the conflict. Another thing they do is show us all of Kimber’s men walking towards the Peaky Blinders, but we only see what looks like part of the Peaky Blinders. The camera starts to zoom out and moves the attention away from Tommy to reveal more men. It then stops at a point which leaves the viewer questioning whether there are more men on his side or not. After this, each shot individually shows the members of the Peaky Blinders and the expressions on each of their faces. They look worried but show it’s not going to stop them fighting and they try to remain calm and be brave. By showing the men individually it makes it look like they have more. This hides the fact that they actually have less men than Billy Kimber does and shows their bravery and determination. Once it’s revealed to the viewer that the Peaky Blinders have less men, it builds suspense as they know that it is too late for them to back out and could potentially all be killed as they are at a disadvantage. After Billy Kimber shoots Tommy in the shoulder, we have a couple of shots of Tommy where we get closer and closer to him with everything else blurred out. At this moment the viewer would still feel shocked and disorientated. The fact that the camera moves slowly and gets closer to him, gives the audience a chance to let what happened sink in. When we see Billy Kimber turn towards the camera smiling with the rest of his gang it makes the viewer think that it is all over and that he has won. He acts smug and cocky to show he hasn’t been defeated in the way the Peaky Blinders thought he would be. This all changes when the camera quickly cuts to Tommy pulling out his gun and suddenly shooting Kimber in the head. The quick cut doesn’t give the viewer anytime to work out what is going to happen until it has actually happened which creates sudden shock. This rollercoaster of emotion keeps the viewer on edge and makes it more exciting as we are unable to work out what will happen next as there are many plot twists.
The second scene from Peaky Blinders is from season 5. The scene we will look at is when the Billy Boy’s arrive at the home of Aberama Gold and his son Bonnie. In this scene, high and low angles are used a lot to show who has the power in the situation and shows there is a hierarchy. It starts with a pan out from Aberama himself after he hears something in the bushes. During this pan, the camera slowly turns from eye level to a low angle. This is done to show that Aberama is in danger and someone may be approaching. This could suggest his is vulnerable.  As the low angle finishes, he is shot and what is in the bushes is revealed. A low angle is used again here, but this time on the leader of the Billy Boys as he walks towards Bonnie who is pointing a gun at him. This is done to make the viewer think that the leader is in trouble as he no longer looks as strong and powerful as he does normally. Soon after we see a wider shot of the leader but this time it’s at eye level. The wider shot reveals 3 men who are part of the Billy Boys holding guns and standing next to their leader, showing that he’s got back up and is protected. Bonnie is forced to drop his gun at he is outnumbered. Eye level shots are used here to show the shift in power and that Bonnie no longer has control of the situation as he’s on his own against 4 powerful men. After he drops his gun and the leader of the Billy Boys hits Bonnie with it, we are shown that he is and always was the weaker one in the situation. The fact that he used Bonnie’s own gun to hit him with shows the power that the gang had over him and is a very patronising act. The rest of the shots that Bonnie appears in all show him with a high angle shot which illustrates his weakness. The Billy Boys are shown in the low angle shot to let the viewer know that the Billy Boys are still in control and live up to their expectations. 

Due to the time and era that the Peaky Blinders is set in, they have to make sure that everything in the scene is from that time. One of the main ways to get the viewer to feel as though they are part of that era and to continuously remind them throughout the different scenes are the costumes and haircuts. We can see the difference in the way the Peaky Blinders present themselves as the seasons go by. In the first season their suits look quite scruffy and dirty, which is mainly down to them living in Small Heath. This is a small town surrounded by factories meaning it was quite dusty and dirty and not a very wealthy place. Due to this, the Peaky Blinders didn’t tend to present themselves in a smart and tidy way as much at the start. By season 5 you can see that they had a lot more money and this was presented in the way they dressed themselves. Their suits are much cleaner and well looked after. They care about their appearance a lot more as it also makes them look more important and they would be more respect. Their wealth is also shown through what they own and how their lives have changed. For example, the houses they own are a lot bigger and in areas with higher standards. The cars they drive also show how they have become wealthier and more successful over the years.
To carry on with this theme, they have made sure that they have used the correct weapons and guns from that era, such as the Webley .455 Mk IV handgun which was introduced in 1899. Another main gun from that scene was the Lee-Enfield No.1 Mk III rifle which was introduced in 1907 and finally this the big Lewis Machine gun, which was introduced in 1913. This shows their attention to detail and the importance of keeping everything within that era to maintain the viewers interest.  

The next film we will be looking at is Django Unchained. This is a 2012 film directed by Quintin Tarantino about a freed slave (Django) who with help from a German Bounty hunter, tries to rescue his wife also from slavery. The first scene we are going to look at is when Django and Dr. King Schultz are going to try and negotiate a deal and price to buy Djangos wife Broomhilda from her slave owner Calvin Candle. Here in this scene, Calvin is standing up while Django and Schutlz are both seated and at gun point. The camera angle is pretty level with Django and Schultz but because of the position of the characters and the fact they are at gunpoint, shows who has the upper hand. By this point, Django and Schultz have had their guns taken off them so that it’s obvious Calvin is the only one with a weapon. This shows the viewer that Calvin is taking charge and that the other two are vulnerable to him. Suspense is built in this scene as any wrongdoing could result in them being shot. After Calvin brings Broomhilda into the room we start to see a low angle of Calvin just to keep reminding the viewer that Calvin is the one in control and portraying that the other characters should all listen to his demands.
The second scene I will be looking at is the shootout scene with Django. Which comes pretty much right after the first scene we looked at. Just 28 seconds into this scene we see a dolly zoom, this comes just after Calvin Candle is shot dead by Dr. King Schultz. It is used to show the scenes of shock on Samuel L. Jacksons character Stephens face, who was another one of his slaves, after his ‘owner’ was just killed.  The dolly zoom is used again just a couple of seconds after the first one. However, this time it is used to almost show the changing of pace in the scene and that things are about to get messy. Dolly zooms are a good way of focusing all the attention onto a certain character and to make the viewer feel the shock of the scene. After Django pushed the cabinet onto the floor to use as protection, we get a slight low angle shot as he realises that he is out of bullets, this is used to show the viewer that he is in trouble and no longer has any protection or defence, meaning he is more likely to get hurt or killed now that he is a liability. 
Another scene from this film that we will look at is the “I count six shots scene”. The scene starts with a shot of Django walking down the stairs towards Stephen at the bottom. They use a low angle shot on Django and a high angle on Stephen not only to show one is up the stairs and the other is at the bottom of the stairs, but also to show who out of the two is in the best position to gain dominance of the situation. The low angle tells the viewer that Django has the upper hand in this situation due to the fact he has 2 guns, this means he is already at an advantage. As he is at the top of the stairs he is at another advantage because he may have a better view. The high angle has the opposite effect and shows Stephen as the weaker character in this scene especially as he hasn’t got any guns or weapons to protect himself with and has to look up to see Django.

Just like the Peaky Blinders, Django Unchained is set in the past. More specifically 1858. So again, like Peaky Blinders they need to make sure that the props they use such as the guns and the costumes are all from that time. The gun used by Dr. King Schultz to kill Candle was the Cobra Derringer which wasn’t actually made till 1982, 124 years after this film was set. Another gun that was used in the film was the Remington 1858 New Army revolver, this gun was made in the same year as the film was set. In this scene they have also made sure that the set is correctly dressed to look like a rich man’s home from that time. This is done in many ways from the colours and patterns on furniture such as carpets to the tables and chairs and the curtains. They have made sure that as much detail as possible is from the correct era so that it fits in. Even if you will only see it for a couple of seconds, it is still important because it keeps the viewer feeling as though they are part of this moment and immerses them into the film. It would be confusing if the set was to change and viewers may not feel as drawn to the scenes.

As seen by the scenes we have watched, the technique of low and high angles although it is simple, it is very effective. This is because it instantly becomes obvious to the audience what it feels like to be in each of the characters shoes. It keeps the films easy to understand and to follow along as the different angles also allows the shifts in power to be easier and more highlighted for us to see. This is especially good in films when there is a plot twist and the person we are all lead to believe to be the one with all the power, isn’t actually the most powerful one there. It is used in this situation in a lot of films as it makes us feel more of a shock and surprise. This in turn makes the film unpredictable and keeps the viewer on their feet as not knowing what will happen makes it more exciting. Each of the scenes we have looked at all have cinematography techniques that are very effective in many different ways. This Is highlighted in the scenes I have chosen to write about.
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