Introduction 
Good morning, my name is Ruby Morse. I am the drug and alcohol worker involved in the case of Mr Evans.
My job role as a drug and alcohol support worker is to asses, support and monitor individuals struggling with substance misuse. (National career Services, no date)
My job role is to create personalised developmental plans to support each individual's recovery (NHS, 2022).
My responsibilities include, risk identification, harm prevention, monitoring progress, creating personalised recovery plans and conducting assessments to support each individual's recovery, with the overall goal for developing independence and long-term recovery (NSPCC, 2023).
While article 8 of the Human Rights Act of 1998 protects Mr Evans’ right to respect for his private life, I in this case have a legal obligation to share information relevant to the safeguarding and welfare of child A and child B under article 3 and article 19 of the United Nations on the conventions on the right of the Child to ensure that all decisions made are within the best interests of the child in an effort to protect them from abuse and/or neglect.
Any decision to share information has been made in line with the data protections act of 2018.

Information
I was first introduced to this case on the 01/06/2026, following Mr Evan’s release from prison. Mr Evans was referred to the service after he was convicted for possession of class A drugs. Mr Evan’s case was allocated to me and I have been working closely with him ever since.
Upon his release, I conducted a comprehensive evaluation exploring Mr Evans’ ability to parent child A and child B, his history of drug and alcohol misuse, physical and mental health, previous treatments and motivation to engage with recovery.
Following the assessment, I worked with Mr Evans to create a personalised recovery plan, involving Mr Evans remaining abstinence from drugs and alcohol, attending regular support sessions with myself and requires him to wear an ankle monitor. This process was guided by the Care Act 2014 to ensure individual wellbeing and person-centred care.
Results of the assessment established that there was a minor level of alcohol and drug use taking place in the household since his release. Mr Evans showed a willingness and motivation towards engaging with the recovery plan for treatment and rehabilitation.

Despite Mr Evans’ compliance with the recovery plan, information reported by the nursery confirms that there are still safeguarding concerns for child A and child B.
Reports suggest that Mr Evans, who was unidentified at the time, dropped Child A off to nursery, Child A appeard to be withdrawn and reluctant to separate from Mr Evans. Parents and staff of the nursery reported that Mr Evans looked intoxicated and had a strong smell of alcohol. These observations, paired with Mr Evans’ recent history of substance misuse (NSPCC learning, 2023), have raised a significant concern for Mr Evans’ ability to provide a safe and secure setting for Child A and Child B (Davies and Ward, 2012, p.36). 
Under section 47 of the Children's Act 1989 and the Working Together to Safeguard Children Act 2023, I am required to share relevant information with children's social services and the local police authority in response to cases where neglect or parental substance misuse may place children at risk. I have shared all information with the service in line with local safeguarding procedures.
Can you confirm this, Katie and Morgan?
Thankyou
Conclusion
In my professional opinion, Mr Evans’ history of substance abuse, his recent return to the household and concerns raised by Child A’s nursery, suggests that there are on going risks that require close monitoring for sustained progress to ensure that Mr Evans can successfully obtain emotional availability, good judgement and safe and considerate care through remaining abstinent from drugs and alcohol (Owen and Hughes, 2009, p.126).
My recommendation is that Mr Evans continues to work with drug and alcohol services in order to support his recovery and closely monitor his compliance. I believe that with time and consistency, Mr Evans shows a promising route towards long term recovery.
That concludes my report thank you 

End
I suggest that all involved agencies work together to monitor and regularly assess the case as a part of a child protection plan.

Reflection
Prior to completing this module, I had a good understanding of the vital procedures in place to safeguard children in my work setting, however I lacked understanding of the necessary safeguarding procedures, laws and regulations in place to safeguard children after reports are made.
I was somewhat familiar with the 5R’s of safeguarding, including my responsibility to recognise signs and indicators of harm or neglect, my duty to immediately respond to these concerns and report them to relevant safeguarding officers and local authority, my obligation to document all observations and make appropriate referrals to relevant agencies, However, I did not understand how complicated this process can be after referral, the process undertaken is complex I now understand that young people significantly rely on us as practitioners to be vigilant and place their best interest at the forefront of all decisions. 
Although I am aware of policies and procedures in my work setting, I underestimated the complex procedures and communication taking place between agencies after referrals are made (Lindon, 2012, p.117). Researching multiagency working for this module has deepened my understanding of the process that is undertaken to safeguard children, how each agency plays a significant role in harm prevention and the amount of communication that takes place in order to create a deep understanding of the child's circumstances (McCarthy, 2015, p.95). Researching into the children's act of 2004 and the Working Together to Safeguard Children act has strengthened my knowledge on the importance of multiagency working, emphasising the need for early interventions and collaborative practice between agencies, reinforcing the idea that safeguarding is everyone's business. I now understand that no agency has sole responsibility to safeguard and protect children, it takes a combined effort from many agencies to develop appropriate conclusions and child protection plans.
My role as the drug and alcohol worker developed my understanding of how safeguarding is not just simply about supporting the child, but the adults in their life.  During the conference, I was responsible for investigating how Mr Evans’ substance misuse, engagement with treatment and compliance could potentially negatively impact the welfare of child A and child B (Owen and Hughes, 2009, p.133). This opportunity has provided me with the knowledge that the welfare of a child can also be supported by working directly with the parents to promote a better lifestyle (Healey, 2018, p.23). 
My research into Bronfenbrenner's ecological theory has positively impacted my understanding of how a child's development can be negatively impacted by many factors such as immediate family and community (Davies and Ward, 2012, p.34). Prior to my research, I focussed on the impact of the fathers substance misuse as the sole impact on child A’s behaviour, upon reflection I now understand that their wellbeing and behaviour may have been impacted by multiple factors such as his return to the house hold and potential routine changes in the home. Bronfenbrenner’s mesosystem displays the significance of communication in this case between the nursery, Health visitor, Drug and alcohol services and Police, providing a deeper holistic understanding for the child's experiences.
This module has significantly impacted how I choose to approach these cases in my daily professional practice. I now appreciate the importance of remaining vigilant and following procedures, working collaboratively and sharing relevant information. I now feel more confident in my professional role and have adapted my approaches to be more structured and objective.
In the future i will engage with continuous professional development to ensure i can maintain effective professional practice and provide knowledgeable and accurate support and guidance (McCarthy, 2015, p.84). I will continue to promote children's rights, remain up to date with current legislations and reinforce the importance of multiagency working in order to safeguard children.
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