ADPA600
Independent Project
6,000-8,000 Word Dissertation Structure

 STRUCTURE FOR A 6,000–8,000 WORD DISSERTATION + 10‑MINUTE PRACTICAL
Recommended word allocation (flexible within the 6–8k total):

1. Cover Page
Must include:
· Title
· Name & Student ID
· Programme & Module (BA Musical Theatre – ADPA6000)
· Supervisor
· Submission date
· AI Acknowledgement (mandatory) [ADPA6000 -...nt Project | Word]

2. Contents Page
Use automatic Word headings for clarity and assessment professionalism.

3. Introduction (500–700 words)
3.1 Project Overview
What your independent project investigates and creates.
3.2 Research Aims & Creative Aims
Academic and practical intentions.
3.3 Research Methods
· Literature review methodology
· Practice‑as‑research approach
· Workshops / explorations / rehearsal experiments
3.4 Structure of the Dissertation
Brief map of the remaining chapters.

4. Literature Review (~2,500 words)
Refer to Lit Review Structure on Moodle

5. Development, Collaboration & Exploration (2,500–3,000 words equivalent)
This mirrors Element 2 of the module structure. Evidence may include written commentary PLUS artefacts (notes, schedules, images, drafts, rehearsals). [ADPA6000 -...nt Project | Word]
5.1 Overview of the Creative Development
Timeline of idea evolution and practice stages.
5.2 Research‑informed Exploration
Demonstrate how theories from the literature review influenced your experiments.
5.3 Practical Investigations
These may involve:
· Script draft excerpts
· Choreographic notations
· R&D workshop activities
· Movement exploration photos
· Actor feedback
· Rehearsal room decisions
· Music/vocal arrangement experimentation
· Sound/design boards
5.4 Collaboration
Explain how you used collaborators (actors, dancers, musicians).
Reflect on communication, direction, negotiation, leadership — all part of transferable skills required. [ADPA6000 -...nt Project | Word]
5.5 Production Planning
Include:
· Production schedule
· Rehearsal schedule
· Casting rationale
· Technical notes (sound, lighting, setting)
5.6 Critical Reflection on Process
Level 6 expectation:
· Justify decisions
· Evaluate what succeeded/failed
· Analyse what changed and why
· Show independence of thought and problem-solving

6. Practical Choice – 10‑Minute Presentation + Commentary (10‑minute video + 500–700 words)
Submit via an unlisted YouTube link as the specification requires. [ADPA6000 -...nt Project | Word]
6.1 Overview of the Practical Piece
Explain form, style, purpose.
6.2 Artistic Rationale
How does it connect to your research and development?
6.3 Evaluation of the Final Outcome
· Achievement of aims
· Performance strengths
· Audience consideration
· Limitations or challenges
· How unexpected factors were addressed
6.4 Professional Skills Demonstrated
Link back to transferable skills criteria: time management, leadership, communication, organisation. [ADPA6000 -...nt Project | Word]

7. Conclusion (300–500 words)
· What you learned from both research and practice
· How the theory‑practice relationship evolved
· Value of the project for your artistic/industry development
· Possible next steps or future iterations

8. Bibliography
Follow Harvard Referencing, ensuring use of credible, current sources. [ADPA6000 -...nt Project | Word]

9. Appendices
Include any supporting documents:
· Script drafts
· Choreo notes
· Photos / images
· Rehearsal schedules
· Workshop transcripts
· Risk assessments (if relevant)
· Any artefacts not counted in word count

Quick Overview (6,000–8,000 words)
Summary Table: Quick Glance Structure
	Section
	Content
	Suggested Length

	Cover Page
	incl. AI statement
	—

	Contents Page
	
	—

	Introduction
	overview, aims, methods
	500-700

	Element 1: Literature Review
	thematic academic analysis
	~2,500

	Element 2: Development & Exploration
	process evidence, analysis, artefacts
	2,500-3,000 

	Practical Commentary
	
	500-700

	Conclusion
	synthesis
	300-500

	Bibliography
	Harvard
	—

	Appendices
	supporting materials
	—




