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Sustainability within the hotel industry: Learning log
	My learning on sustainability within the hotel industry:
	The word Sustainability has many meanings. It may be defined as the end objective or goal of a process known as sustainable development. The most generally used definition according to ‘Our Common Future’ is ‘development that fulfills the demands of the present without compromising future generations' ability to fulfill their own needs’(Jones et al., 2016). The success of hospitality businesses is dependent on their ability to preserve the natural and cultural assets that draw travellers to visit their destinations.

	The need for sustainability 
	As we know that we are living in a post-pandemic era and an environmental catastrophe and we are on course to surpass the safe limit of 1.5 degrees Celsius warming in 12 years or sooner. Going back to the normal means adopting a new normal planning a future in which we focus on efforts developing nature positive economies and societies. I have gathered the following reasons as to why sustainability is important in hospitality industry. One reason being the vulnerability of hotel business to environmental degradation. As hotels offer their guests with their lovely environment; it’s the source of the food in their restaurants, it’s the air that they breathe in and the water they drink. 
Climate change and biodiversity loss are two key interrelated environmental challenges affecting the hospitality business. For example, Ski resorts in the Alps are losing snow, hotels along the US coast are bracing for flooding, and restaurants are bracing for mass fish extinction(Pierce, 2021).
Another reason is, hotel industry contributes for almost 1% of global carbon emissions(Oaky, 2022). Hotels have a direct negative influence on biodiversity due to irresponsible tourists, wastage and unsustainable design. 

	Solution for the problems: 
	According to research, the hotel industry must cut carbon emissions by 66% per room by 2030 and 90% per room by 2050 to ensure that the industry's projected development does not result in an increase in carbon emissions.Sustainable hotel policies have a beneficial influence on client experience and their chance of return. Hotels using as little energy as possible for heating and cooling, having their own solar farms, restoring native species, and growing their own traditional crops for sustenance are some more solutions. An example of a hotel implementing on all of the above mentioned ways is Tierra Hotels located in Chile. Other hotels can follow these examples as well. 

	What role I can play in promoting sustainability? 
	If we wish to implement environmentally friendly practices in the workplace, we must first understand what we must do and why we must do it.Going paperless is a small role which has a huge impact on cutting the carbon footprint. This will have a positive effect on the environment as a lot of water and energy is used to make paper. Not to forget the cost saving factor, by moving to a paperless check in and check out, it will lower the costs associated with running and maintaining printers and photocopiers at the hotel. Saving energyis another role which seems very important to me. When we leave for work, including me, we always make sure that all the lights in the house are turned off, the refrigerator door is closed properly and no devices are left on charge, but sometimes we don’t take care of such things at work, resulting in energy wastage. Taking responsibility of things like these not only contributes to the environment but also big savings. 

	The challenges to sustainability in hospitality industry: 
	Some research has been conducted to investigate the challenges to green practices in hotels. Insufficient knowledge and skills, professional guidance, unpredictable outcomes, and implementation and maintenance expenses reduce the hotel’s desire to embrace green practices(Luo et al., 2021 ). The most significant challenges are perceived to be maintenance and implementation costs, insufficient knowledge, skills and professional advice. The attitudes of the owners and managers of small and medium- sized hotel businesses in tourism industry have a mixed role in the implementation of environmental measures. Some corporations think that their activities have a little environmental impact, while others consider that they have a moral obligation to act(Fairoz & J.A.T, 2018).Some businesses view the implementation of environmental measures as time and resource consuming.Firms reported being largely aware of environmental concerns but dissatisfied with their existing performance as it would require quite a bit of work for enhancing performance. 

	Can the hospitality industry take the lead in terms of sustainability?
	The answer to this question, I suppose is yes. Broader hospitality sectors such as events, hotels, cruise lines etc. are taking an active role in educating consumers particularly about progress towards the United Nations’ 17 Sustainable Goals for 2030 (Dr Diamantis, 2022). The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development presents a shared roadmap for peace and prosperity for people and the planet today and in the future(United Nations , n.d.). The 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are at the core of it, and they represent an urgent call to action by all nations, developed and developing, in a global partnership.
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