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Introduction

Evidence based policing hasn't been around for long but has shown tremendous results in comparison to the old way of policing. Evidence-based policing is more of a focus on crime prevention using things such as statistics and surveillance to stop crime before it happens. A real-world policing scenario which will be thoroughly discussed in this report is burglary. The discussion which will take place will include topics such as identifying the problem, analysing and assessing ways to solve or prevent the problem, implementing solutions and assessing at a later stage by reviewing if the corrective action has been effective. Also, one of the decision-making models, SARA, will be mentioned and placed into scenarios to show its effectiveness when used professionally. 


Main Body
Evidence based policing (EBP) as defined by Sherman (1998) is ‘the use of the best available research on the outcomes of police work to implement guidelines and evaluate agencies, units and officers’. According to the college of policing (2023) research which supports EBP is that it helps ‘develop a better understanding of an issue’ as well as ‘assess the effect of a policing intervention’. To infer this shows that not every matter reported to the police needs police intervention, it can be dealt with better by other agencies or referred to experts in those fields to provide a better understanding. An example of this could be supporting domestic abuse victims. Although the police have trained officers other organizations such as ‘Women's Aid’ could provide a better support to that victim as they have better experience and knowledge to provide better care. Without EBP collaborations between organizations such as the one mentioned would have been unlikely to happen resulting in victims not getting the specialist support they require. Within EBP, the code of ethics lies at the base of every decision being made. According to the college of policing (2024) the principles of the code of ethics are ‘courage’, ‘respect’ and ‘public service’. Although there is no law regarding following the code of ethics, its importance is recognized throughout police forces in England and Wales and can be determining factors for many decisions being made such as misconduct of officers. For example, if an officer in training doesn't show empathy towards others or is immature then a police force may see that as not having integrity and could choose to remove them from their training program. Evidence based policing is based on identifying an issue within an area and gathering evidence such as times of occurrence, any trends and any potential future targets. In real-world policing there would be spikes of a certain crime within an area, such as burglaries, which would in return cause an increase in the attention that specific area gets. For example, if one area has six burglaries in one-week questions would be asked such as why is there a huge spike in burglaries and what is causing them to increase. The first few steps regarding an EBP approach would be identifying the problem and gathering any data around the issue. Data gathered and recorded will be things like time of day, specific streets/ locations and possibly any frequent methods which keep being discovered. Factors such as the broken window theory could play a factor when it comes to burglary. The broken window theory, according to Wilson and Kelling, ‘holds that visible indicators of disorder, such as vandalism, loitering, and broken windows, invite criminal activity’. This theory could play a huge part in crime rates within certain areas due to it looking like an area is neglected by the police and local authorities. This is a reason why it is important for collaborations to take place between organisations so that the police can report areas which fall under this category to the relevant authority in order for them to be refurbished. More data which will be recorded and documented will be things such as interviewing witnesses and victims, mapping out hotspots and if any offenders have been arrested you would be able to interview them to see what motives they had or why they chose that area. When all relevant data has been gathered and assessed, preventive measures can start to be looked at. Made by the University College London and cited by College of Policing (2015) has published, ‘EMMIE’. This is an acronym for ‘effect’, ‘mechanism’, moderators’, implementation’ and ‘economic cost’. EMMIE is a framework which allows evidence-based decisions to be made easily. For example, CCTV is a preventive measure often used to disperse crime. The effect of CCTV on crime is a well-studied and proven way to prevent crime in areas. According to Calipsa (2022), CCTV systems reduced crime by ‘12% in residential areas’ proving that CCTV is a strong deterrent to criminals who are out looking to commit crimes. The mechanism of CCTV cameras is straight forward as it is clearly video footage of a crime which can be used to identify offenders and it will also drive criminals away from where they believe they may be caught on CCTV. According to the College of Policing (2015), it states that CCTV can ‘increase offenders' perception of getting caught’ and ‘increasing the actual risk of getting caught’. The moderator of CCTV is very versatile because it can be put anywhere and professional companies can have whole systems running within a couple of hours. Statistics from Calipsa show that CCTV reduced crime by ‘37% overall in car parks with CCTV cameras present’. This shows the importance of CCTV due to it being a reduction of crime overall. The implementation of CCTV is that it can be put anywhere from parks to on the side of vehicles such as buses. The visible presence of CCTV alone is a deterrent to criminals who are looking for an area to commit crime. As stated by a security company, Homehow, they show how the cost of CCTV varies as a basic system can cost anywhere from £150-£400 with a full high spec system can cost anywhere upwards of £1000. A visible presence of CCTV is enough of a deterrent to disburse crime. For normal homeowners having a £1000 CCTV system would be unreasonable, in which case a £150 system would be much more suitable to deter criminals from yours and neighboring properties. When a preventive measure has been implemented, there will be a review of the situation to report on results and any issues which have risen. According to College of Policing (2023), they published a crime reduction toolkit to prevent burglary using CCTV as the preventive measure. The results from this were hugely effective. It showed a ‘very effective’ impact on crime due to ‘a reduction of crime in areas where the initiatives were implemented’. This research and data alone shows the direct impact CCTV has on burglary. In police forces across England and Wales decision making models such as SARA are used daily to complete almost every task they are brought up against. According to the College of Policing (2022), the SARA model stands for ‘scanning, analysis, response and assessment’. SARA allows problem solving to be put into practice as well as encouraging creativity and collaborating between other organisations. This model, like many others, is crucial when looking at an EBP approach because it allows forces to assess and act appropriately to evolving situations. For example, burglary again can be put into a SARA model to work on and create a solution. Firstly, assessing the situation within an area would identify a specific problem within an area, in this case a growing issue with burglary. By gathering evidence, it allows the police to pinpoint and focus resources in the correct areas. According to a well-respected security company, ADT have stated that by gathering police reports in a local post code, SA1 6UQ, over the last 12 months there have been 6 burglaries' along with many other serious crimes. This collaboration has allowed the public to have access to information which would be hard to get meaning they can see issues within their area. This could persuade the public to equip their homes with preventive measures such as CCTV resulting in a reduce of crime as mentioned previously. Analysis of an area would be discussing between a force or possibly a local authority preventive measures which could be used and funded. As discussed previously CCTV is a great way to prevent crime but another preventive measure which has been proven is home alarm systems. According to Loveland (2023), after interviewing ‘422 convicted burglars, 83% of burglars admitted to checking homes for alarms before breaking in’. Also, ‘63% of burglars claimed an alarm would change their mind’. When collaborated with local authorities or neighborhood officers they could make home owners aware of the benefits of home alarm systems and why they should get them installed. The response of SARA would be what action has been taken. For example, the police may decide to show a presence in an area between certain times to deter criminals. If the police are in a certain area during similar times of other burglaries and they can see someone suspicious they could stop and search to see if they have anything such as masks and tools on them. If a burglar sees someone getting stop searched it will force them out of the area in risk of it happening to them. After preventive measures have been put in place there will be a review of the same area to assess whether crime rates have lowered. If yes, they can then take some resources out of that area and start to review other areas. 

Conclusion 
To conclude, it is evident that an EBP response is effective and helps reduce crime. When implemented with preventive measures such as CCTV and alarm systems crime drops significantly. 
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