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Back in 2021 in the early days of march, a premeditated attack was carried out on a lone victim. This incident was carried out by a PC Wayne Couzens who was abusing his role and power with the intention of deceiving a target. His randomly selected victim who he targeted was Sarah Everard who at the time, was walking home alone when she was falsely arrested by PC Couzens and driven for 2 hours before being led to an isolated spot out of public view to be raped, murdered and eventually dumped. The following supporting paper serves to break down the Everard case, address Police capability of the incident along with their response and the publics reaction to the Police’s response.

Sarah Everard was a 33-year-old graduate from Durham University who had moved to London to work as a marketing executive. Though originally living in York, Ms Everard did move to Brixton, south London (Giordano C, Tidman Z and Mathers M, 2021) On March 3rd 2021, Sarah Everard was heading back home from one of her friends houses at approximately 21:00 It was around this point in time where she last spoke to her boyfriend and was seen in CCTV several times on her route in Brixton. 
Around 21:30, an unmarked hire car pulls up to Ms Everard which was being driven by an off duty officer. At this point in time Ms Everard was falsely arrested under the pretences of breaching COVID-19 restrictions where she is then driven for 2 hours to Dover (Roberts C, 2022) At 23:30, it is believed that Ms Everard was taken to a secluded rural area where she was raped and murdered.
On the evening of the 4th of March, Ms Everards boyfriend makes a missing persons report to the Police. From this, the MET made an appeal over the disappearance with missing posters being produced and distributed across London (Ng K, Hancock S and Osborne S, 2021)
On 10th of March, Scotland Yard made an officially statement in regard to the Everard case where they publicly named Wayne Couzens, a serving MET Police officer as having been arrested on suspicion of her murder. Two days later on the 12th of March, MET Police confirmed that the human remains that were found in Kent were those of Ms Everard and as such, Couzens was charged with kidnap and murder (BBC News, 2021)
During the trial of Wayne Couzens, it was made public knowledge that Couzens choice of victim was random, although the attack premeditated. Lord Justice Fulford of the Old Bailey court found that Couzens had “long planned to carry out a violent sexual assault on a yet-to-be-selected victim" whom he would have had the intent of coercing into his custody (Morton B, 2021) It was further added how Couzens had spent “at least a month” travelling to London from Deal, Kent, where he lived, to research how best to carry out his crimes.

On March 13th of April, amid the massive investigation of the Sarah Everard controversy, an ‘unofficial vigil’ was formed at Clapham Common to pay their respects to Ms Everard, amassing a gathering of hundreds. Due to the tense atmosphere and the understandably mixed perceptions towards the Police, clashes between Police and attendees arose. Due to this outcome, a total of nine arrests were made against the gathered crowd (Wales Online, 2022)   
Following the arrests made on the preceding day, the 14th marked the day that protests took place as a gathering of hundreds formed in Westminster to criticise the MET's handling of the Clapham Common vigil. There is a general right to freedom of expression that is ‘enshrined’ by the Human Rights Act meaning that under law, the Police have a legal duty to help make safe protests possible. However at this point in time, there was the coronavirus pandemic (COVID-19) sweeping across the world making all gatherings an ‘enormous Covid-spreading event’. From this sentiment, the MET Police pushed back against criticism stating how they too had been vindicated. They could not authorise a potentially unlimited demonstration. From this streak of protests going on for three consecutive days, 7 arrests were made (Casciani, D, 2021)
On the 30th of April, 17 days following the Clapham Common vigil, an investigation that was made, concluded how the Met acted appropriately. This however hurt the reputation of the investitive team and the MET as Campaigners felt that the findings ‘further erode’ the public’s trust in the police.
On the 16th of July, Wayne Couzens was formally dismissed from the MET Police force which was received in a mixed manner as although it made sense on the front of the Police attempting to salvage its public reputation and relation, the dismissal took place over a month following Couzens guilty pleas to the kidnap, rape and murder of Ms Everard (BBC News, 2021)
On September 30th, Wayne Couzens was issued a whole-life sentence after the events of a two-day hearing at the Old Bailey central criminal court. During this time, the full details of his crimes are made clear to the court. With this event playing out, half a month later on the 14th of October, former Police Commissioner for North Yorkshire, Philip Allott, was forced to resign from his role due to astronomical backlash in the form of criticism for urging women to be “streetwise” and “learn about powers of arrest” after making a statement on the topic of the late Ms Everard’s abduction on a radio interview (BBC News, 2021)  
The final major point of concern that has been made public knowledge came from November 22nd when Dame Elish Angiolini QC’ was set to chair an independent inquiry into Ms Everard’s murder. The primary concern of the inquiry was to look into the conduct of Wayne Couzens during his time in the MET and if there were any red flags that may have been overlooked (Dearden L, 2022)
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