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This essay will be discussing the following definition: “Terrorism is the intentional generation of massive fear by human beings for the purpose of securing or maintaining control over other human beings.”  (H.H.A.Cooper, 2001). Comparing this definition alongside other definitions and discussing the implications of differing definitions, then moving onto looking at a terrorist group, in this case Al Qaeda. Finally, reviewing how Al Qaeda does and does not fall under the definitions of terrorism.

Firstly, a definition of terrorism, as stated by (Ganor, 2013) is the “deliberate use of violence aimed against civilians in order to achieve political ends; nationalistic, socio- economical, ideological and religious”. So, what can be drawn from both Ganor’s, and Cooper’s definitions is that they both state that whoever falls under the term terrorism wishes to maintain a level of power over other people. It is safe to say that any group that falls under this terminology is undermining whatever reasonable goals said group may have. As well as this, each definition states how terrorism involves using extreme measures rather than peaceful means, amplifying the seriousness of the matter when regarding the events and incidents that falls under terrorism.

The current legislation regarding terrorism within the UK states “the use or threat is designed to influence the government [or an international governmental organisation] or to intimidate the public or a section of the public, and the use or threat is made for the purpose of advancing a political, religious [racial] or ideological cause.”  (Government, 2000). From this it is clear to see even the UK government agrees with the above definitions that terrorism involves attaining some level of control or power over others but by extreme means. And this agreement is shown through the use of their powers to enact legislation to this effect.

Both discussed definitions have varying factors. Ganor discusses specifically what type of acts are accounted for as terror with the British Government having similar terminology to Dr Ganor in the previously mentioned legislation. Whereas Cooper is less descriptive and somewhat vague which means that the definition could be interpreted more widely.

As such the term “terrorism” can be interpreted differently due to differing definitions and can, as such be exploited by those in power. Just Stop Oil activists have emptied paint all over key buildings including the Home Office, MI5 Headquarters, News UK as well as the Bank of England. The group said these major organisations were selected as they aid and continue the use of fossil fuels to drive the economy  (Brown, 2022). For those people working in any of those buildings they may be unsure if it is just paint being thrown or whether the situation is going to escalate, leading to a level of “fear” as the activists “purpose of securing or maintaining control over other human beings.” (H.H.A.Cooper, 2001) . Although, as it is just paint for the time being putting it within the broad definition could be going too far and too serious a reaction due to the incredibly strong connotations and meaning of terrorists.  If the UK government were to use this terminology to prosecute these activists, they could abuse their power and brand them as “terrorists” which is a very severe label and using it for this could put lesser importance on serious terrorism events. On the other hand, making an example of a group of people who have vandalised public property by prosecuting them but not as terrorists would be a good deterrent to the public this behaviour will not be tolerated.
What also must be considered is the terminology in the definition “deliberate use of violence aimed against civilians” (Ganor, 2013). A flaw with this definition is if there was an attack that only army personnel were affected, would this still be classed as terrorism? Rather than a regular attack as what this definition implies. For example, one of plane attacks on September 11th, 2001, by Al Qaeda hit the pentagon killing 184 people, 64 people on the flight as well as 125 people inside the pentagon itself  (Defense, 2022). A mixture of civilians and military personnel were killed that day and the event since has been recognised as one of the most horrific terrorist attacks in recent history. Again, if there was only a military presence in a peaceful zone under this term the event would be deemed as attack rather than an act of terrorism on non-combatants, leaving this definition flawed.

Next to be discussed is Al Qaeda beginning with its structure and origin. In 1979, Russian soldiers attacked Afghanistan, Bin Laden journeys to a city along Afghanistan’s border to join Jihad. Then Bin Laden in 1988 formed Al Qaeda “the base” where they would centre around terror attacks over military action. In 1990 Saudi Arabia asked for assistance from the USA instead of Bin Laden, shortly after Iraq attacked Kuwait in doing so infuriated Bin Laden. Eventually orchestrating the World Trade Centre bombing in 1993 and the September 11th, 2001, attacks. He was able to deceive the CIA for almost 10 years but in August 2010 he was tracked down to a compound and the 2nd of May 2011 a group of the US Naval Seals killed Bin Laden. Ayman Al-Zawahiri took over as Al Qaeda’s leader and later was killed by the USA through a Drone strike on 31st July 2022.  (Editors, 2022). The organisation was able to commit these acts having a vast network of groups and affiliated groups, with the Al Qaeda Core being the predominant of them all. Before the events of 9/11 Al Qaeda Core were in a good position with an efficient network with a variety of subgroups with somewhat different goals but in reality, were a unified smaller group that the world feared. In the 5 years after 11th September 2001 Al Qaeda Core were strong still however, the affiliated groups did not rely on them for intel or guidance as often as before, instead the subgroups would use each other more frequently. From 2006-2010, Al Qaeda Core lost its grip when affiliated groups were in position to become more dominant themselves. Then lastly from 2011 to 2013 Al Qaeda had to deal with affiliates becoming local networks more often opposite to one organised larger network (Barber, 2015).

Moving onto Al Qaeda’s ideology. According to (ADL, 2017) there is a significant hatred towards the Jewish faith which came long before Al Qaeda was created from prior Islam terrorists who has their own ideology. Which case states that a Muslim man is a “holy warrior” who is willing to go are far being a martyr with Jews being opposite. Muslims believe that Jews are the eternal enemy who are unable to be converted or accepted to be a lesser group as such need to be battled until complete extermination.  Not only this Al Qaeda believes that “weak and corrupt Muslim leadership is to blame for the decline of the Muslim community and that leadership is weak because it has embraced the West and strayed from the true path of Islam.” (Gregg, 2010) From this it can be established that Al Qaeda are very antisemitic and view themselves as Muslims to be a superior race to any other, without the view to accept people with other beliefs. 
For those people who may feel that West are failing them or isolated they may be drawn into this ideology as both Al Qaeda and the mentioned people have similar views. Additionally, to kill USA citizens was another part of this ideology and shown by repeated attacks on the World Trade Centre alone in 1993 and 2001, but also in the report sanctioned by the US Government “they (Al Qaeda) meant to kill Americans indiscriminately and in large numbers.” (Keane & Hamilton, 2004). This is due to the USA having a different way of government in comparison to Al Qaeda’s extreme version of the Islamic faith but also aiding other countries which the group dislikes such as Israel, Saudi Arabia as well as Egypt but for also being a member of United Nations. (PBS, 2022) 

Al Qaeda operates in a variety of methods including lone wolf attacks of which the leader of the group Zawahiri has stated "continuing the drain of military and security expenditures so that we keep America in a state of tension and anticipation, [wondering] when and where the next blow will come" (Corera, 2013). People may see this who are easily influenced or have a level of dislike toward the USA leaving the USA with very little option of how to deal with this matter. Particularly when articles like this are very accessible when main news outlets regularly report on the group on tv stations, newspapers and the internet. Even President Obama stated the severity of the matter “you've got one person who is deranged or driven by a hateful ideology, they can do a lot of damage, and it's a lot harder to trace those lone wolf operators.” (CNN, 2011) This only amplifies the demand to stop Al Qaeda as should the number of lone wolf attackers grow it could become uncontrollable.

A Key tool for the group was the use of the internet as according to (UNODC, 2012) “Inspire is an online magazine allegedly published by Al-Qaida with the stated objective of enabling Muslims to train for jihad”. Not only this, there was a report “Analysing post-9/11 data until the end of 2015 produces evidence that is consistent with the idea that Al-Qaeda is systematically attacking more when news coverage is higher.” (Jetter, 2017). This is very detrimental to young minds considering a lot of younger children or teenagers have smart devices at this moment in time, with them still forming opinions and views of the world.

Al Qaeda is most recognised for the 9/11 attacks where the organisation used 19 men to hijack 4 separate public flights in which 2,977 people in total were killed throughout 4 major Western cities across the USA, led by Osama Bin Ladin (CNN, 2022). In this attack Al Qaeda followed through with one of their policies to kill Americans showing the world that they will set out to follow their goals but also gave the terrorist group more exposure to a vast audience. In response to 9/11 attacks the President of the USA George Bush stated, “the world has come together to fight a new and different war, the first, and we hope the only one, of the 21st century.” (National Archives, 2022). In doing so leaving a ‘us’ versus ‘them’ mentality between the USA and Al Qaeda for the rest of the world to decide who’s side they’re on.

Al Qaeda wishes to kill Americans as one of their goals. This does not fit into the definition from Cooper because they simply want to get rid of Americans, as oppose to causing “fear” or “securing or maintaining control over other human beings.”  (H.H.A.Cooper, 2001). However, by killing people it would cause fear and as such they could gain control due to this. Again, this has to be interpretated since this definition does not clarify this matter clearly. Al Qaeda hates and wishes to exterminate all Jewish people which falls under Ganor’s definition and the UK Government’s legislation of terrorism where they have a very toxic political ideology. Since they wish to influence everyone in their grasp into hating a particular religion. Throughout Al Qaeda’s ideology there is not any or little to no room for acceptance for other political or religious beliefs of which they committed numerous attacks due to those principles and again falls under Ganor, Cooper and the UK Government’s interpretations of terrorism. 

In conclusion, Cooper’s definition of terrorism is significantly flawed and is left open for interpretation. There isn’t enough detail on what can be deemed an example of acts of terror themselves. For terrorism to be justly dealt with, all governments must stay up to date with how it evolves. A more universal definition would be beneficial and allow for better application.
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