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Introduction
In this summery essay I will be discussing about  the alleged destruction of historical sites by Israel in Gaza. Israel is alleged to have damaged or destroyed almost 200 historical sites in Gaza many of these holding cultural importance to the Palestinian people. This includes Mosques, libraries, archaeological sites and many others. The destruction of sites like these are prohibited by the 1954 Hague convention unless it is a legitimate military target for which Israel are a signatory of. I believe that the destruction of these sites is a cultural genocide and should be treated as such by the international community.







Body
Since the start of the Israeli genocide in Gaza after the October 7th attacks in 2023 Israel has damaged or destroyed 195 historical and archaeological sites in Gaza. Including an ancient harbour dating back to 800 BC, one of the worlds oldest Christian monasteries and ancient mosques have all been targeted by Israel.  Gaza has been inhabited since the 15th century BC and has been occupied by multiple empires such as the Romans, Egyptian’s, Assyrians and many others. It also contains relics and artifacts from the ancient Greeks, Persians, Jews and many others. Israel has also targeted Libraries, museums and historical sites all containing manuscripts, relics and artifacts in many circumstances the attacks carried out by Israel has led to the destruction of these artifacts. One such example is the bombing of the Al Qarara museum on the 11th October 2023. The museum opened in 2016 and contained over 3000 artifacts dating as far back as the bronze age many of these artifact where of the Canaanites which lived in Gaza in the 2nd Century BC. All that remains of the museums collection are shards of pottery. Israel also targeted The Library of the Great Omari Mosque founded in 1277 AD. The library of the Great Omari Mosque once had a collection of 20,000 books and manuscripts including old copies of the Quran, biographies of the Prophet Muhammed and ancient books on philosophy, medicine and ancient Sufi mysticism. Although most of the collection was lost or destroyed during the crusades and World War One 62 books survived. These 62 books have now also been destroyed after a strike by Israel on December 8th 2023. The loss of these sites and others like this has caused detrimental and lasting damage to the people of Gaza for which there is no fix for it strikes at not just the culture and religion of this ancient people but at the collective memory of them as well with each piece of history lost in the destruction so to do the people of Gaza loss a piece of them selves.

I believe the destruction of these sites is a cultural genocide. Although the destruction of property unless it is a legitimate military target is prohibited by the 1954 Hague treaty which Israel is a signatory of which states that both Palestine and Israel are supposed to safeguard these landmarks and sites from the ravage of war. Although the action of Israel inflicted upon the Palestinian people and their cultural sites is a violation of the 1954 Hague treaty it has failed to draw significant and lasting action from the international community this has allowed the Israeli government and military to continue the genocide against the Palestinians if this is allowed to continue we will likely see further loss of important and significant archaeological and cultural sites not just in Gaza but across all of Palestine until the memory of this ancient people and also the memory of those who have both occupied the area though out history but also those who inhabited the region before the Palestinians is eradicated forever and lost only to be remembered by the few survivors and the few artifacts that are in museums and collections around the world.
I have researched the Law regarding Cultural Genocide and the destruction of cultural and historical sites as an act of war. Grave Crimes, War Crimes are covered by the International Criminal Court under International Criminal Law. The crime of Genocide deliberately excluded cultural identity (A6(e) )
The Hague Convention explicitly prevents the destruction of property unless it is a legitimate military target as in the (Protocol I & II, A52). UNESCO list the Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict with Regulation for the Execution of the Convention. There is provision in the International Criminal Court statute for Property in the hands of the enemy which follows from the Geneva Convention . It was not until the International Criminal Court case against Al- Mahdy ( ICC-01/12-01/15) that the scope of war crimes  was broadened to include the intentional destruction of historical buildings. The case also awarded reparations. As a precedent case the ruling should mean that future cases will now include the destruction of sites of cultural and historical importance as a war crime. 


Conclusion
In this summary essay I have discussed the destruction of historical and cultural sites in Gaza by Israeli forces during the current conflict. I have discussed claims made by news reports, of buildings and artifacts destroyed. I have researched international Laws and Conventions and found there was not specific protection for these sites but that a ruling by the International Criminal Court included destruction of historical sites as a war crime. Historical and cultural sites are important for the cultural identity of people from the area and destroying them is I believe cultural Genocide by destroying the people's history. They are also important for the rest of the world and history. 
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