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INTRODUCTION

In this report, I am going to be writing about the impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) on students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD) London Campus. 
Virtual Learning Environment is a web based system designed to facilitate learning and teaching in the absence of classroom learning. For so long, students have always studied in the classroom but due to recent COVID19 pandemic, students have been forced into VLE to reduce the spread of the disease and infection overall. 
In addition, I will be analysing the data from the survey I carried out on the subject to further help with my research.

Study Rationale
The importance of Virtual Learning Environment in our lives is getting more recognition for example,The Open University has existed for quite sometime with its certifications recognised world wide and so will be certifications issued by universities during online learning.
The basis behind this research is to find out from students how their learning abilities has been affected since switching from classroom to online. Its benefits include allowing students to enjoy a more flexible schedule and developing their career alongside furthering their career to mention a few.

Literature Review
Based on my survey, 42.86% strongly agreed that Virtual learning is better than classrooom learning while 14.29% disagree meaning some students favour virtual learning over classroom face to face interaction. Over 50% (57.14%) strongly agree that received clear instructions from UWTSD on how to access moodle. This again is a clear indication that they feel comfortable with Virtual learning.
On the other hand, 57.14% disagree that they can express themselves better in Virtual Learning Environment than in the classroom while 57.14% strongly agree that they interact with their classmates better classroom than online.
In conclusion, although both ways of learning have their advantages and disadvantages, Virtual learning is a supported way of learning by students of UWTSD than classroom interactions.









Positive impacts of Virtual Learning Environment
There are a wide ranges of positive impacts by the Virtual Learning Environment which students have benefitted from. Amongs them are the following:

· Flexibility- Virtual classrooms are of great benefit to students furthering their careers as well as working at the same time.
· Cost advantages- As a result of virtual classrooms, students save money, for example cost of transportation as well as saving time.
· Course variety- With virtual learning, you can essentially earn the same range of different degrees that can be earned from a classroom environment.
· International Collaboration- Students 
· Improved technical skills- Being on the computer more helps to improve their computer skills and knowledge.




Negative Impacts of Virtual Learning Environments
Here are some of the nagative impacts brought upon by learning virtually:
· Access to internet and/or computers- In other to be fully equipped for learning, students need access to constant internet. There has situations where students loose internet access or computers developing faults during classes thereby missing out on some information from the lecturer.
· Computer Literacy- Students need to have a certain level of computerliteracy in other to function successfully.
· The Lecturer must be able to compesate for lack of physicalpresence by creating a supprtive environment where students feel comfortable participating.
· It lacks face to face communication.
· It is limited to certain disciplines.







Research Methodology
In this research, I conducted a survey to know the impact of Virtual Learning Environment on students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD), London Campus.
To put my survey together, I asked questions and asked my classmates to answer using the options provided such as strongly agree, agree, neither agree or disagree, disagree and strongly disagree on a survey website such as Survey Monkey and colated the data.
For the purpose of this research my sample size is seven (7) and I got this by putting out my survey to my classmates to answer after which I analysed the data collected.
Analysis and discussions
1- Virtual learning is better than classroom learning.
	Strongly agree
	Agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree

	3 (42.86%)
	2(28.57%)
	1(14.29%)
	1 (14.29%)
	0 (0%)



Based on above data, 3 students(42.86%) strongly agree that virtual learning is better than classroom learning, 2 students(28.57%) students agree while 1student(14.29%) each neither agree nor disagree and disagree respectively.

2- I received clear instructions from UWTSD on how to access moodle.
	Strongly agree
	Agree
	Neither 
Agree nor disagree
	Disagree
	Strongly
disagree

	4 (57.14%)
	1 (14.29%)
	2 (28.57%)
	0 (0%)
	0 (0%)



As seen on the data above, 4 students(57.14%) strongly agree that they received clear instructions from UWTSD on how to access moodle while 1 student (14.29%) agrees, 2 students (28.57%) neither agree nor disagree.

3- I understand the lecturer better in virtual learning than in classroom.
	Strongly agree
	Agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree

	0 (0%)
	3 (42.86%)
	2 (28.57%)
	2 (28.57%)
	0 (0%)



From the above data, 3 students(42.86%) agree, 2 students (28.57%) neither agree nor disagree while 2 students (28.57%) disagree.


4- I am able to express myself better in virtual learning than in classroom.

	Strongly agree
	Agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree

	2 (28.57%)
	0 (0%)
	1 (14.29%)
	4 (57.14%)
	0 (0%)



The data above shows that 4 students (57.14%) disagree that they express themselves better in virtual learning than classroom while 2 students (28.57%) and 1 student (4.29%) respectively strongly agree and disagree.

5- UWTSD has a wide range of books helpful for my learning.

	Strongly agree
	Agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree

	3 (42.86%)
	2 (28.57%)
	1 (14.29%)
	1 (14.29%)
	0 (0%)



The data above indicates that while 3 students (42.86%) strongly agree with the UWTSD has a wide range of books helpful for my learning, 2 students (28.57%) agree, and 1 student (14.29%) neither agrees nor disagree and disagree respectfully.

6- I interact better with my classmates in the classroom than virtual environment.

	Strongly agree
	Agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree

	4 (57.14%)
	2 (28.57%)
	1 (14.29%)
	0 (0%)
	0 (0%)



The above data shows that 4 students (57.14%) strongly agrees to better interaction with classmates in the classroom than virtual environment while 2 students (28.57%) agrees and only one student neither agrees nor disagrees.

Research Ethics/ Ethical consideration

This are principles that govern how reseraches are carried out. “ When people are invited to participate in research, there is a strong belief that it should be their choice based on their understanding of what the study is about, and what the risks and benefits of the study are” Dr Christine Grady, Chief of the NIH Clinical Center Department of Bioethics.
To do my research, I considered collecting my data from students of UWTSD because due to the current pandemic, they are learning in a virtual environment which is what the survey is all about. I also read and collected information from a few articles.
To ensure anonimity for this research, I have kept my records and research materials secure using protected files.

Limitations

My major limititation was getting enough students to answer my survey which in turn affected the number of my sample size.

Conclusion and Recommendations

Virtual learning has brought positive impact to students and working proffessional. It gives the opportunity to do additional courses while working at the same time. It also gives the opportunity to continue learning while there is a pandemic in place.
I recommend more students to take part in their classmate surveys to increase sample size and also improve the quality of the research.
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Appendix

Research on the impact of virtual learning on the students of UWTSD.
Research on the impact of Covid-19 at the workplace.
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