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Blaenavon Field Report
Introduction
This assignment will be a short fieldwork report on Blaenavon, based on my visit on the 6th of February 2018. I hope to illustrate the information that I gained from visiting Blaenavon, Big Pit and the Ironworks. This involves my observations at the destination, primary images and lastly the information provided will be supplemented with additional research that I conducted.

Blaenavon Ironworks
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Ruth spoke a lot about the history of the industry and the area. Blaenavon is a town situated in Pontypool. The first thing I noticed was the water balance tower. This piece of equipment was used in raising iron from the works to the tramway and then to barges on the Abergavenny Canal and Brecknock.  (Water Balance Tower, Blaenavon Ironworks, n.d.)
The ironworks opened in 1789 this was an ambitious investment for the community, costing £40,000. When first established, the ironworks consisted of three blast furnaces and provided employment for three hundred workmen. Most of the workmen were experts that had travelled from Staffordshire to construct the industry. When the industry was newly developed, thousands of tons of pig iron were being created each year. In 1805 the new blast furnace was introduced and ‘production rose to over 14,000 tons by 1812’ which allowed Blaenavon to create huge amounts of supply later allowing Blaenavon to beat most of their competitors in Wales. (Blaenavon Ironworks: A Brief History, 2008) 
The ironworks was a success and Blaenavon grew in 18th -19th century. In the 18th century iron was in huge demand to produce weapons and machinery such as cannon balls due to the involvement that Britain had with the American war of independence and the revolutionary and Napoleonic wars with France. (Blaenavon Ironworks: A Brief History, 2008) It was fascinating to learn that iron rails were in high demand also around the 19th century and even more fascinating to learn that Britain were involved in providing iron rails to over sea countries such as India.

The town of Blaenavon
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walking past Kennard Place down to Church Road we found the abandoned Iron masters house. It was fascinating. like most of the buildings in Blaenavon the house looked deserted, although promising after hearing the plans for the building. E.g. turning it into a B&B. hopefully they can renovate the building and create the special atmosphere it once had. we visited Horeb Baptist chapel (1862). (Ruth, personal communication, February 6, 2018) There are many chapels in a cul-de-sac. Blaenavon had a real sense of community although they kept the independent, congregational, English and Baptist chapels separate. It was clear that religious beliefs are what once divided the town. The town is proud of the achievements they have, ‘Ken Jones Local Hero’, a sports man originally from Blaenavon. seeing that the community thrive from individuals from the areas achievements as well as heritage was lovely. (Blaevanon Industrial Landscape World Heritage Site)
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[bookmark: _Hlk508886270]Workmen’s Hall, kept ‘in recognition of the sacrifice made by the miners of Blaenavon’ illustrated how proud the workmen were. The whole town is filled with plaques of information on achievements made. The hall commemorates what workmen had contributed into the town. workmen built the hall using half of their weekly wage. Edward Kennard JP was hugely popular in Blaenavon, he was the youngest son of the ironmaster, ‘I am a quarter Welsh, a quarter English, a quarter Irish and a quarter Scotch, but I am wholly Blaenavon’ (JP, 1870) the hall also consists of a cinema room and a theatre which was a huge achievement at that time. 
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	                                                                                                       ‘in recognition of the sacrifice made by the miners of Blaenavon’
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Big pit Blaenavon
Big pit was a dangerous place with the potential to cause 100 deaths in just one explosion.  Big pit was once known as ‘Kearsley’s Pit’ in 1860. The business became successful, baskets soon became cages to maneuver material, disk cutters and chain machines were produced to collect coal efficiently. With better equipment the cost for machinery became costly meaning the price of coal needed to be higher. When Big Pit were forced to higher their coal price, the world was able to produce cheaper coal which destroyed the business in 1937. When Big Pit closed it was the oldest working mine in Wales, known for providing coal to the steelworks and then providing coal to Britain, South America and France. The last seam to be worked was the Garw. Only 71cm thick, it produced one of the best coking coals in Britain. When work stopped for the coal face in November 1979, the Garw had thinned to half an arm in height. (Wales' Oldest Working Mine)
Meeting and speaking to the minors that once worked there meant I was able to have a real insight on what Big Pit once was. I visited each part of the site. e.g.  The workshop…where the blacksmith forged and repaired equipment and tools and horse shoes made and fitted for the horses. Two horses were stabled here and underground stables for the others. These workshops were the ‘hub of life’ for the mines carpenters, engineers, fitters, electricians, bricklayers and welders. (The Workshops) I visited the fan house that was built in 1909, this is where the electric fan was located which performs the crucial role of pulling stale air and gases out of the mine. In 1950 it was extended to contain compressors, supplying air power for the mines machinery. (A Breath Of Fresh Air)
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Conclusion
I thoroughly enjoyed learning the history of the heritage site. I learnt that the minors thoroughly enjoyed their jobs and they were paid more as minors than they are touring visitors. It was sad to hear the memories that the town had in contrast with now. On reflection the town is holding onto what they once had instead of accepting the movement in time and maybe creating a new strategy to make the town as exciting as it once was.
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