Placement – Bishop Gore Comprehensive 

Day 1:

At the beginning of each day I had to sign in at the reception and collect my ID as I was a visitor at the school.
Firstly, I met with the school liaison Hazel Samuel. Hazel helped organise my placement and took me around the new layout of the school. She took me to my first lesson, which was a new form of the Special Teaching Facilities (STF). 
 
This new design helps pupils who find the transition between primary school to secondary difficult. The layout of the classroom is also very similar to one of a primary setting.

Day 2:

I spent majority of the day with the Year 6/7 class. The year is composed of two class's, adjacent to each other. The structure of the lessons was very relaxed, the first lesson was geography. In this lesson the pupils used playdough to make a model of the earth consisting of all its layers using various colours. 
 
Next the pupils watched an episode of The Blue Planet. An hour-long episode of what happens in the oceans of the earth, again the pupils were intrigued and conscientious to the lesson.

Day 3:

I was given a timetable of what lessons to attend and which pupil to advise. The timetable consisted of various pupils from different year groups. Personal and Social Education (PSE) - although the class was only made up on six pupils it was very interesting. During this lesson we looked at safety regarding the internet. We went through various tasks such as bullying, the pupils' were asked to write negative and insulting words (no profanities) from A - Z. The teacher then discussed with the class how these can affect people and the harm that can fall upon them, we then watched a video on how predators target children online, making the class aware of certain situations. 

Day 4:

Drama - The class was given a script and props are were asked to conduct a short sketch. The class consisted of all boys, the pupils were all friends which made this lesson a bit tedious but they all listened to the teacher. I don’t know if it was myself being in their presence but after they saw me in the class with them and partaking in the lesson they listened which made it easier for the teacher. 

Day 5:

English (Y10) - The class was reading Macbeth, they were asked to write a letter to the king on behalf of his son. A template was provided, and the pupils wrote abiding to it. This was distressing as by this point in the school the children should be able to at least write using their own initiative but were given a template. Albeit it helps them but providing them a template constricts them from using their knowledge and initiative.  The emotional stability of the pupils was of concern, one reacted in a negative way when his peer asked him something. 

Day 6:

English (Y11) - The teacher gave the class past GCSE questions and asked them to try answer them. The topic was to write a comparison on two pieces of text. It was clear that some pupils were not ready for the upcoming exams. One pupil required a laptop to his work, I tried to observe why he required this, it was due to their hand writing. It was very hard to understand. 




Day 7:

After lunch the majority of the school were required to partake in mandatory sport sessions in the university sports centre across the road. The pupils chose which activities they wanted to partake in. Multiple options were available such as basketball to chess. This is a very good idea as it gave the pupils a break from the usual structure of school. 

Day 8:

Maths - Once again the class is only made up of a small number of pupils - eight. The topic was standard deviation.  It was apparent that the pace of the class suited some pupils but not others. The teacher was constantly frustrated waiting for the pupils to finish their work to continue with the lesson. 

Art - Six pupils in the class. The pupils were frustrated constantly as they couldn't draw the picture in the manner that was prescribed. Furthermore, it was obvious that the lack of pupils in the class suggested to the pupils that they were left to 'waste away' in these lessons. 
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Day 9:

Maths - The pupils were asked to complete tasks on My Maths, an online application which provides pupils with online lessons and task to complete. The pupil I helped found it difficult to use the application, he was not used to it. By the time he got the hang of it the lesson was almost over. Although we had little time to do productive work, he surprised me as by using trial and error he understood how to use the application as well as the topic in hand.

Day 10:

Year 6/7 - My last day was similar to the first. This day comprised of lessons of Maths and English. 
The pupils were studying fractions and the forms of calculating them. I was asked to help one pupil who had an additional learning need (ADL). Alternatively, she was one of the smartest pupils in the class, all she needed was a bit of motivation and she understood what to do. I reminded the pupil to take their time and work it out in at their own pace, I tried to make learning easy and comfortable for the pupil. 

Reflection

I enjoyed my placement thoroughly, it enabled me to see what school is like from a different perspective and what can be done for a pupil to want to take part and engage in school life. 
 
Before my placement had even been accepted I had to attend a meeting with the school liaison - Hazel Samuel. 
Hazel took me through the new rules of the school and if any particular situations occurred how to deal with them.
 
I had to provide an up to date DBS, she gave me a folder which all teaching assistants receive. This comprised of the teachers, maps of the school and code of conduct for both the teachers and students.  Furthermore, Hazel stressed the issue of confidentiality and ethics while working with children. The notion that one has to always be aware of their surroundings and also themselves, how I was to conduct myself whilst in the school environment. 
 
Before I began my placement in my head I told myself that I would treat all the pupils equally, regardless of race, gender and intellect. By doing this I built a bond with the pupils I interacted with and saw that by doing this they had confidence in me and respect. 
 
At the start of the day and before each lesson I would introduce myself to the teacher, they then would ask me to help a particular pupil or the whole class depending on the size. 
 
I observed a lot whilst on my placement, both positives and negatives. Nevertheless, I enjoyed it thoroughly and was pleased in the actions the school has taken to integrate pupils within school life. For instance, on my second day I witnessed how the teacher introduced a physical aspect to the classroom, the pupils built a module of the earth with playdough using various colours. 
 
I found this method to be very beneficial to the pupils as it allowed them to work with their hands as well as gaining valuable information on the subject. All the children were paying attention and engaged in learning.




