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AIM(S)

· To provide students with an overview of the particular nature of rural business.

· To enable students to contribute to the socio-economic development of rural areas.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:

· identify the distinctive characteristics of rural business;

· critically analyse the challenges facing rural business;

· evaluate solutions in the form of diversification and alternative approaches to established aspects of rural business.

INDICATIVE CONTENT

· Farming as the pivotal business of rural communities.

· Rural environmental issues explored e.g. carrying capacity, landscape management and rural biodiversity;

· SMEs in a rural setting;

· Tourism and the rural economy;

· Emerging challenges particularly the changing political climate;

· On-going challenges regarding infrastructure and technology;

· Potential solutions including ways of working e.g. collaborative working and product positioning e.g. premium branding;

· Future-proofing rural enterprise. 

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

Through selected experiences and resources, students will engage in original and collaborative activities which will build on their knowledge and develop their skills.  Emphasis will be on flipped learning.
The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	40
	20

	Independent learning
	160
	80

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1 – 50%

Coursework Report (2,500 words).

Students will be required report on a visit to a local farm and critically examine its main business outputs.

Assessment Component 2 – 50%

Coursework Assignment (2,500 words).

Students will be required to analyse the socio-economy of a local rural community and make recommendations regarding future proofing.

Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%



EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (ESD)

	Does the module contribute to ESD?
	Yes  


	
	


	If yes please provide brief details (no more than 100 words):

Rural communities are, in many ways, the gatekeepers of sustainable development; and so ESD is central to this module.
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