Sam Sharp	SHSS6082	1700888
[image: ]

LEVEL 6       
                                                                      
SEMESTER 1                                                                         


MODULE CODE: SHSS6082
Landscape and Sustainable Recreation
aSSESSMENT TYPE: assignment 
Assessment: 2

COMPONENT WEIGHTING: 50%

WORD COUNT: 2,500 WORDS 

MODULE TUTOR: Anthony Burns 

Reflective Fieldwork Journal
During this module you will visit a number of sites on fieldwork.  At each site you should keep detailed notes relating to the following issues:

•	Landscape Character
•	Landscape Quality
•	Designations
•	Use
•	Access
•	Future Potential


These notes should subsequently be written up into a reflective and critical account of the landscape at each location, which incorporates relevant academic and policy related literature and provides suggestions sustainable approaches to recreational development at the site.  Maps, sketches and photographic evidence should be used as appropriate.  You should include details of two fieldwork sites in the main body of the work.


SUBMISSION DETAILS:    

Submit by Turnitin on or before Friday 10th January 2020

Date feedback to be returned to student: On or before Friday 7th February 2020


School of Sport, Health & Outdoor Education

Assessment Feedback Sheet

	                Student No. /Name:	Sam Sharp/1700888
                                               Module:	Landscape and Sustainable 	Recreation 
                                     Module Code:	SHSS6082


	Personal Evaluation – to support your academic progress please complete the section below BEFORE submitting your work.

	What do you consider to be the best aspects of this work?
	I liked how it made me think about the ways landscape and recreation link

	Which aspects do you consider could have been improved in this piece of work?
	My links to academic literature

	What have you found most satisfying whilst undertaking this submission?
	I enjoyed the field trips and looking at the different perceptions of landscapes 

	
ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
	Learning
Outcomes


	GRADE

	
	
	Poor
< 20%

	Weak
20-29%
	Unsatisfactory
30-39%
	Satisfactory
40 – 49%
	Good
50 – 59%
	Very Good
60 – 69%
	Excellent
70 – 84%
	Exceptional
85– 100%
	
  %

	Your discussion of the nature of landscape within the context of the fieldwork locations
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	20%

	Your critical evaluation of external and internal influences that affect the perception, interpretation and use of landscape at the fieldwork sites.
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	20%

	Your critical discussion of the relationship between landscape and recreation and your suggestion of sustainable approaches to the interpretation and use of landscape for recreation.
	
3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	40%

	Your identification and use of relevant academic and other material to help inform and develop your argument
	1,2,3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	20%

	It is expected that students will present work that is proof read, correctly referenced and adheres to the Assessment Checklist. Therefore a range of 0 – 10 marks will be deducted for non-completion of any of the points on the checklist below.
	

	TUTOR COMMENTS:













	 Submission date: 
via Turnitin
	Return date:
(at least within 4 weeks)
	Tutor: 
	Mark: 




Assignment Checklist
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Reflective Fieldwork Journal
Throughout the fieldwork trips I found that the landscapes involved were both very different but also very similar. Each landscape was rich with wildlife and had many different habitats for different creatures. The landscapes consisted of boggy, wet, and wooded areas they were however in very different settings. One setting was in a valley that used to be surrounded by woodland and the other in some more flat land that was surrounded by woodland and fields. 
Glyncorrwg Ponds
This area began as an important mining facility before closing in 1970. This lead to the factories being closed and the housing being removed. This then caused people to leave the area to find work elsewhere. During the 1990s the local villagers began to use the area for its beautiful scenery and decided to add to the scenery by adding lakes. Now this area is home to the Glyncorrwg Ponds Visiting Centre where you can go to camp, fish in the ponds, hire or use your own mountain bikes to use on the vast trails and plenty of walking. The centre lives amongst the Afan Forrest Park. 
During the trip to Glyncorrwg Ponds I found that there were three main ponds that consisted of different things. The first pond was mainly used for fishing, whereas the second pond was mainly used for activities such as canoeing and kayaking. We also found that the second lake had also had plans to become a surf park but the funding was sent to fund the Snowdonia surf park instead. The third pond is supposed to be wild and as untouched as possible to allow the local wildlife to grow, this is to try and help certain animals, plants and other life to thrive in that habitat. Unfortunately over the past few years there has been an increase of the felling of certain trees and in Glyncorrwg this shows [figure 1]. There is a disease known as Ash Dieback or Chalara, this is a result of a certain fungus that stops ash trees from getting nutrients up into its upper branches which can eventually kill the tree. 
This beautiful landscape has changed a lot over the years and has been developed into one of the best mountain biking locations in Wales. 
While this landscape is one of many beautiful landscapes in the UK and Wales due to the decrease in ash trees the landscape has changed on a large scale as it is predicted that this disease will affect up to 90% of all ash trees in the UK. Before this area was a beautiful wooded area it now seems as though it is a waste land. Should this ash dieback continue without action there will be a large scale change to the UKs landscapes as there are estimated to be 80 million ash trees across the UK which would result in a large change in how the landscapes would look and be perceived,  However there are still beauties in certain landscapes even if they are not visible, this area is also home to a designated dark sky location meaning it gets no light pollution from surrounding cities so you can see the night sky as clearly as possible. 

Dinefwr Park
This landscape it owned by the National Trust who have taken care of and looked after the property for many years and have helped to develop and preserve the landscape around them as best they can. As a charity organisation the National Trust would not be able to do what they do for this landscape without the support and donations from the public and other organisations. Over the years the property has been renovated and restored to its formal glory. In the past the land of the house was surrounded by farmsteads and after some time became known to be New Town. Over the years the farmsteads became a town and then later began to give their land back to the main house. This house is now known as Newton House. This land is also over looked by the ruins of Dinefwr Castle. There are many ways you can look at this landscape. Some ways can be simply that it is an amazing looking place ideal for some trail walks and a nice café you can you enjoy some food in. You can also look into the amazing rich history of the landscape and how it has been developed and changed over the years.
The landscape in which this mansion sits is one of rich history and has lots to offer in terms of wildlife and nature. This landscape is also home to its own deer park where they have their own deer park of which they can contract a deer stalker to watch and observe the deer and hunt them if necessary. This 800 acre landscape is a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and also the first parkland National Nature Reserve (NNR) in Wales. The landscape is a beautiful home and supports many different habitats for all different kinds of creatures. 

In this situation there are some good ways to identify the differences. Glyncorrwg Ponds provide a more adventurous landscape that allows things like mountain biking, hill walking, canoeing and kayaking. It has the type of landscape that can be used for anything however the way it is used and run makes it an ideal location for the adventurous recreations. Dinefwr Park has a different setting that allows a slightly different experience that is more suited to family adventures and easy going days out. The landscape here is not as extreme and as there is a historical mansion in the middle of it all it is a great way to use the area to learn about the local history and learn about the nature of the landscape around you. However that does not go to say people cannot enjoy both and people that you would expect to like one more than the other can like whatever landscapes and activities they want. One thing that recreation in any landscape provides is a break from everything you do in your daily life and the amazing thing about it is that you can do anything and you can go anywhere, if you feel like you want to go someone with amazing view then you would pick a more mountainous landscape whereas if you wanted to do something that takes you out of your comfort zone you would maybe just do something you have never done before and things like this can be done in all different forms of landscapes. There is however ways both locations can improve their sites to make them more appealing and ways they can make the landscape suit their cause. For Glyncorrwg they need to make it more appealing on the outside as it can look like it is a little run down however this can be difficult as people do not what to fund the renovation of one of their buildings. Dinefwr could also make changes. Some of these changes would be smaller changes as they are already doing a lot of work to develop the land in the area. These would be things like, having more to do in the house for any younger visitors, maybe things like interactional exhibits. Once again developments always take time and money and for certain places they have priorities and if they can’t spare the money they won’t do it. 

Uses of the Landscapes at Glyncorrwg and Dinefwr
There are different ways in which different people use the landscapes around them. When the landscape is owned by a company or organisation it will be used it ways to either benefit the company or to benefit the land. For example Glyncorrwg has mountain bike hire to use for the amazing biking routes through the Afan Forrest however for things like this the company will look after the bike routes and make sure that they are not damaged however the main aim is for recreation and fun whereas in Dinefwr Park it is owned by the National Trust and their main aim is to look after the land and to conserve and preserve. There are also opportunities to use the area for more recreational activity use but that is not the only aim. Places like this will always have their own reasons for doing what they do with the landscape around them. As they are a charity organisation they rely on outside funding to do what the can, due to this they need to make sure they do exactly what they said they would otherwise there is a chance they would lose funding. This would only happen if they made promises to do something if they got the funding and didn’t do it. Much like the valley in Glyncorrwg the woods in Dinefwr would also be affected by the growing disease of Chalara. Dinefwr also suffer from its own little problem to do with the trees that involve squirrels. This problem can become a very serious problem if not taken care of as this site is home to some of the oldest oak trees in the UK as some are as old as 400 years old. This problem comes from the oak trees releasing sap and the squirrels ripping the bark off the tree to get to it. Unfortunately the trees cannot survive properly without the bark on them as it is a key part to the life of a tree. 
Many people have their own views and perception of these landscapes and there are also many things that can influence and change these views. Some of these things can be influenced by the landscape you live in, work in, and landscapes you would like to be in. Many influences can also come from what you do in different landscapes for example some people would see a coastline with some cliffs and could think of it as a perfect place to climb and would consider it an amazing beautiful place to be whereas someone that is not that in to extreme sports would consider a landscape like this to be possibly scary, dangerous and not ideal for participating in recreational activities. 
For places like Dinefwr as it is a Site of Special Scientific Interest it makes it increasingly difficult to do certain things to the land as there are things going on to make sure it is looked after. This means that the certain areas cannot be changed in certain ways. 

Landscape and Recreation 
All landscapes have the capability of supporting different recreations however some landscapes support some recreations more than others for example a snowy mountain will support skiing or mountaineering more than it will bush craft or trail walking whereas a woodland valley such as Glyncorrwg would be the opposite. Some landscapes may already support different recreational activities much like the ponds in Glyncorrwg. The activities you can carry out there are things like canoeing, kayaking, fishing, camping and more. Dinefwr park offer could offer things such as bush craft, forest and trial walks, they could also introduce conservational exercises for people wanted to go into that industry and possibly work for the National Trust. 
For many people that work in the outdoors there is a fine line between using to outdoors for recreational use but also a policy of leave no trace and making sure we do not affect the environment and the landscapes we are in while enjoying different activities that the landscapes are perfect for. As I talked about previously that Newton House has its own deer park. This park is not just a field full of deer this area of land is full of rick medieval history as was used by the people that lived there for their own recreational uses. This 100 acre park was once used by the lords of the house to hunt the deer in their leisure time for fun and also for their dinner they would have what they caught. 
Landscape and recreation have a unique relationship and to me go hand in hand. There are so many things different landscapes can offer you. They can offer all kinds of outdoor activities, space for education. The biggest relationship is that different landscapes offer different people different things for what they want to do. There is also a theory written by Pearson (1961) and Clawson and Knetsch (1966) that recreation is a refreshment of the mind through the form of activities, or it is someone doing these activities without the pressures of social, economic, moral and other influences. As this theory can ally to all recreations it does not specify that it has to be in the outdoors however there are some recreational activities that will only occur in certain landscapes which show that in certain activities the landscapes in which you carry it out will always matter. In some cases certain activities can be in multiply landscapes. For example recreational activities like walking can be utilised over many different landscapes as it is such a versatile activity. The relationship between landscapes and recreation has always had its developments throughout history. This will be due to many things. Some things will be to do with the development in history and how people began to look at the different ways landscapes could be used. Many different cultures and countries use their landscapes in many different ways. Some countries began to look at the landscapes around them differently depending on what was going on in the country. For example during in the industrial revolution the landscapes around up were used for its resources and for everything it has to offer for its technological advances whereas after the revolution people starting to view the land in more a recreational way. People began to use the outside for its beauty. This is showed during the time of the romantic period in the 19th century, this was a time where people had finished using the land for their gain in industrial terms and now getting out there and trying new things and adventuring out into the landscapes and all about getting a sense of achievement and joy and freedom. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The way in which people use and perceive the landscape is what makes it as special as you are making it unique to you and using it for your own purpose but hopefully in a way that the landscape would benefit just as much as you do. Since the 19th century and the time of exploring the landscapes I believe society has changed in a way that we have forgotten what the landscapes around us are like and what they can offer, people are so stuck in technology and in work that they forget that they have this beautiful world out there that can be use and looked after and made into whatever you need it to be while always keeping its physical form. In every single persons mind the landscape that they look at will be different. Perceptions of a landscape will always be changing and even with one person their perceptions could change because of anything such as moods, energy and where they live. 
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Appendix 
Figure 1 – Left, before trees were felled. – Right, after some trees were felled. 
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