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Assignment 1 - Supporting Paper
In this presentation the description of ‘The right to buy’ and history will be discussed, it will also be explained how it links to current/relevant legislations. The success and weaknesses of the implementation will be evaluated as well as the impact on health and social care/service users being explained.
In 1979, at the heart of the conservative manifesto for the general election was housing. Thatcher admitted that they (The conservatives) didn’t get housing right with their previous Government, but that this time, they had new answers to old problems (Thatcher on housing 1979, 2012). In the manifesto she makes reference to a ’property owning democracy’ (Political stuff, 2001) – A phrase coined by a conservative MP Noel Skelton in the 1920’s (Democratic Audit UK, 2017). In a television broadcast, the Conservatives made four pledges regarding housing – That they would reduce Mortgage rates to 9.5%, and see that they do not rise above that, give real help to first time buyers by matching their saving for a deposit, give the right in law to purchase your council house at 1/3 below market value, and to give immediate relief from the burden of local rates, and to replace rates with a fairer tax system based on what was affordable (Thatcher on housing 1979, 2012). Now any tenant who had been living in their council home for 3 or more years, were being given the right in law to purchase their homes from the council with a discount of 33% for a house, and 40% for a flat. The discount also increased by a further 1% every year after 5 years with a maximum cap at 50%. (Murie, 2015) However, to avoid the scheme being taken advantage of, if anyone who has used the discount to purchase their council house decided to sell it within 5 years of purchase, they would have to pay some, if not all of the discount back (Right to buy, 2017). The right to buy was updated and extended to housing association tenants in 2015 (Murie, 2015).
In 2015 David Cameron announced that he would extend The Right to buy legislation to give the opportunity to first time buyers in local authority housing, to purchase their homes. (The Economist,2015). One link to the current legislation in place is that Margaret Thatcher was part of the conservative party; David Cameron also. The second link to the current legislation in place is that both Prime ministers wanted to get first time buyers onto the property ladder. (Blandy,2013).  When Cameron voiced his idea, Harriet Harman of the labour party was quick to criticise him.  “Less affordable housing means that people must be in more expensive private rented accommodation, which means a higher housing benefit bill." (Fedor,2015).  Defending his proposition, he categorized some of the labour party “Enemies of aspiration”. (Cameron,2015). Another link to the current legislation in place is that both Prime Ministers both promised to buy the properties at a discounted price. Margaret thatcher gave a 44% discount with most properties selling for £10,000. (Beckett, 2012).  David Cameron offered a 35% discount with a 1% for each further year, up to 75,000. (Wintour,2015).  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Harris (2015) identified in 1979, during the introduction of the Right to Buy policy, 42% of the population were living in council housing; diminishing to 8% within 2016. Between 1980 and 2015, more than 2.8 million council and social rented dwellings were sold in the UK under the Right to Buy policy; generating an income of £58 billion for the Government. Due to the Right to Buy policies immediate appeal to those living in council houses and continuous implementation, demonstrates evidence of its success. (Murie, 2016) In contrast, within currant society, indication of weaknesses within the implementation of the Right to Buy policy have developed. It could be argued, availability and accessibility of this policy is declining due to the shortage of social housebuilding. Throughout England within 2014/15, 125,000 units were developed; however, unsatisfactory at meeting required needs, as UK Government recommends 200,000 to 300,000 units are necessary each year. The increase in Housing Benefits may also contribute. Housing Benefits cost the Government £17 billion in 2009; increasing to £24 billion in 2015. Furthermore, 3.1 million social housing tenants received House Benefits in 2008, escalating to 3.3 million in 2015. (Fenger, et al, 2016) Emphasised concerns have initiated Government within Scotland and Wales, to regard eliminating the Right to Buy policy; alternatively, Government within England intend to extend the policy (Murie, 2016). 
In this scheme, the people who were trying to buy council houses were affected, because the scheme was made to try to help people to buy their council homes instead of renting from the council (Beckett, 2015). The councils were affected because many of them were completely unaware that the scheme existed at all (Beckett, 2015).  Moreover, this meant that people who were renting their council houses were affected because of many councils being unaware of the scheme. This meant people who were trying to buy their council houses lost the opportunity to buy their homes. As a result of that, many were renting instead of buying their own homes. In Addition to this, the London borough of Greenwich the local council staff has refused to give out application forms, and they were denying the write to buy scheme existed at all (Beckett,2015). Is had an effect on people who wanted to buy their own council houses but did not get the options to buy their homes. The right to buy scheme was intended to be inclusive but is was not available to everyone. This is because a lot of people could not afford the exercise of buying a house, including lone parents, younger tenants, people who were living on their own and the unemployed or low skilled (Beckett, 2015).
As discussed in this written supporting paper the promises from the conservative manifesto 1979 was mentioned, one being having the right to own your rented council house 1/3 below market value. It was explained how the ‘right to buy act’ was updated in 2015 by previous prime minister David Cameron and criticised by Harriet Harman from the labour party stating it will cause a higher housing benefit bill to increase. Statistics were evaluated showing from 1979 to 2016 the amount of people living in council houses dropped by 34% and from 1980 to 2015 the government made £58 million with council property's being sold. The impact on service users were that they struggled buying their homes due to the scheme being inaccurate causing them to still rent council houses.
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