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1.INTRODUCTION

This report is going to show the analysis of primary and secondary data collection about the impact of the Virtual Learning Environment - Moodle on students’ learning experience at the University of Walles Trinity Saint David London Campus.
Then is going to analyse the relation between the variables and the way how students are developing their skills through this kind of education and putting all the results in an Excel graphic.
In this challenge times, we are trying to adapt our daily life to the “new normality”, and that means so many things had change in the past year. Our way to socialize, to work, to call our family and friends and share a little bit of time with them. And the way that we are learning had change as well. We had this tool of virtual learning since many years ago, but now it is the most useful method that we have to keep learning from the commodity of our house and protecting the people from the spreading the virus.
This report is going to show some of the views about the personal experience of the students, their challenges to learn with a phone, their motivation, their flexibility and their thoughts for the future enrolment in another course with the virtual learning as a teaching method.











2.OBJECTIVES

The objectives in this research are to:
-Create a survey and ask the right questions to find out the impact of the Virtual Learning Environment as a primary data analysis.
-Send the survey to all the classmates in the course “Skills for the workplace” at the University of Walles Trinity Saint David London Campus.
-Generate results through the survey. 
-Collect data and information.
-Analyse the results as a secondary data analysis.
-Examine the relationship between 2 or more variables.
-Create a graphic in Excel to have a vision about all the data collected.
-Research about the impact of the virtual learning environment. 














3.METHODOLOGY


Applying the different methods of research learnt during the term, I am going to figure out the impact of the virtual learning environment Moodle, using a survey, analysing the data as a primary and secondary to generate graphics in Excel.

























4.PRIMARY DATA ANALYSIS

As a primary data analysis, was choose the survey by asking to all the classmates different kind of questions to find out how difficult/easy it has been for them to have a remote learning and the feelings and thoughts about all the Virtual Learning Environment (Moodle) due the virus situation in this challenge moment.
I have received only nine responses from them; however, it was enough to have a general view about the majority.
These are the 10 questions:
1. How old are you?
·  18-24
·  25-30
·  Over 30

2. Did you have previous experience with the Virtual Learning Environment?
· Yes
· No

3. Do you have all the tools to use the VLE methods properly?
· Yes
· No

4. The information provided by UWTSD about how to use the VLE resources is sufficient. (Scale from 1 to 5, where 1 is “strongly disagree” and 5 is “strongly agree”)


5. Do you prefer the traditional teaching method?
· Yes
· No

6. The communication between teachers and students is better in the VLE (Scale from 1 to 5, where 1 is “strongly disagree” and 5 is “strongly agree”)

7. Please type one advantage about using Virtual Learning as a teaching method.

8. Please type one disadvantage about using Virtual Learning as a teaching method

9. Would you take another Virtual Learning class in the future?

10.  In general terms, I am satisfied with the VLE methods. (Scale from 1 to 5, where 1 is “strongly disagree” and 5 is “strongly agree”)











5. SECONDARY DATA ANALYSIS

After creating the questionary and send it by email to all the students, the following step was collecting the primary data and analyse all the information base on the responses.
These are the results:

1. How old are you?
·  18-24: 2 people
·  25-30: 2 people
·  Over 30: 5 people

2. Did you have previous experience with the Virtual Learning Environment?
· Yes: 6 people
· No: 3 people

3. Do you have all the tools to use the VLE methods properly?
· Yes: 8 people
· No: 1 person

4. The information provided by UWTSD about how to use the VLE resources is sufficient. (Scale from 1 to 5, where 1 is “strongly disagree” and 5 is “strongly agree”)
· 1: Nobody
· 2: Nobody
· 3: 3 people
· 4: 4 people
· 5: 2 people
    Average number: 3.89

5. Do you prefer the traditional teaching method?
· Yes: 5 People
· No: 4 People

6. The communication between teachers and students is better in the VLE (Scale from 1 to 5, where 1 is “strongly disagree” and 5 is “strongly agree”)
· 1: Nobody
· 2: 3 people
· 3: 2 people
· 4: 3 people
· 5: 1 person
    Average number: 3.22

7. Please type one advantage about using Virtual Learning as a teaching method.
· Travelling
· Less commuting time consumption
· You can learn remotely.
· Flexibility
· Can study from everywhere.
· Information 24/7
· Do not have to travel.
· Easier to adapt if you're a working adult.
· Let’s say that if you have a busy life that is easier attend to class.




8. Please type one disadvantage about using Virtual Learning as a teaching method
· Non
· Easy distraction environment
· not very efficiency.
· Boring
· Sometimes is a bit difficult to access the library.
· Nothing
· you can distract yourself very easy.
· Distractions and lack of communication
· The communications between students at class it is quite poor also the dynamic of the class is not the same and I think it is hard pay the same attention at class doing it in this way.

9. Would you take another Virtual Learning class in the future?
· Yes: 8 people
· No: 1 person

10.  In general terms, I am satisfied with the VLE methods. (Scale from 1 to 5, where 1 is “strongly disagree” and 5 is “strongly agree”)
· 1: Nobody
· 2: Nobody
· 3: 3 people
· 4: 4 people
· 5: 2 people
     Average number: 3.89



Now I am going to analyse some graphics about the survey.
In this one, for example, we can see that all the young students between 18-24 years old, prefer the traditional teaching method, meanwhile half of the students between 25-30 years old, prefer the online method, 2 students over 30 years old prefer the traditional and 3 of them the online one.
[image: ]


Another question was if they had previous experience with the VLE. The majority of them (6 students, 67%) said that they had experiences and the rest (3 students, 33%) have not had the opportunity to learn with this kind of method and they find it a good chance to do it with this course.



[image: ]


Answering the question: Do you have all the tools to use the VLE methods properly? 8 of 9 students said that they have it (89%) and only one said she/he does not have the necessary tools (11%). So, the majority are happy with their resources to have a satisfactory performance while studying online.
[image: ]




In the next graphic we can see that the only one student of the range of age between 18-24 years, does not want to be enrolled in other virtual class in the future. Meanwhile, 8 of them said that they will do it.
[image: ]

In the next graphic they answered the question about the general satisfaction with the virtual learning environment, being 1 not satisfied and 5 very satisfied. The average is 3.89. All of the student between 18-24 put a 3, the students between 25-30 years old put 3 and 4 sand the students over 30 years put 4 and 5.
So, in general terms, all of them feels satisfaction with the VLE as a teaching method.
[image: ]


6.CONCLUSION

According with the results obtained with the survey, can be concluded that most of the students cursing Skills for the Workplace, are agreed that the virtual learning environment Moodle has been extremely important in this challenging time and most of them find this kind of educations and platforms, as a particularly useful tool for their development and it is a helpful way to studying while self-isolate, working abroad or when multitasking. The other hand, some of them are struggling with all the distractions and interruptions while at home and prefer the traditional learning in a physical room as a teaching method.

“Nowadays learning platforms have about a wide range of benefits: 
-Help meet individual learning needs and encourage collaboration. 
-Provide all learners and teachers with access to rich, subject-related, interactive content, appropriate to their needs.
-Enable more engaging models of learning for disaffected learners, and alternative models for those not in school.
-Create an open and accessible system available to learners and families beyond school and out of normal school hours.
-Enable assessment for learning, promote communication and collaboration within and beyond the institution.
-Enable schools to gain best value, with a reduced technical burden”. (Computers in human behaviours, 2014)



But is not always plenty of benefits as so many students find it exceedingly difficult to follow the speed of that kind of teaching method, some of the disadvantages are:
-Motivation: For people who has not discipline, is difficult to be motivated and concentred all the time because is easy to be distracted at home and easy to cheat when there is not a presential teacher doing the class.
-Communication: Even if there is a valuable tool to communicate, it is different from having a face-to-face conversation with classmates or lectures. The external factors such as noise or poor internet connexion could make the communication so difficult. 
-Limitations: There are people that do not have the proper tools to learn, such as laptop or tablet and find difficult to take a class from the phone. In addition, the delayed in answer the questions the student ask, could be another handicap that do not happen in a classroom in a presential class.
Some people thing that this kind of learning is anti-social, but in the past year is one of our best friends to continue with our education process.

In my personal case, has being difficult to find all the tools I need in the Moodle platform, but once you feel comfortable and get use to manage all the virtual resources, it is a useful way to keep learning while I am doing other chores. It gives me flexibility and the possibility to do everything to pass the course from my laptop. But in the team work sometimes is complicated to have an effective communication between all of us and cause misunderstandings.
However, I miss to see my classmates, sharing conversations face-to-face, going to the library of the University to study or knowing my teachers personally.
To summarise, this tool is highly effective, and it will be with us for more years.
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