SHAPING STORIES 

	
A story has:
	
Examples:
	A story could also have a sonata shape (a piece of music in 3 movements)

	Beginning
	Once upon a time…
	exposition

	Middle
	What happened was…
	development

	End
	The moral of the story is
	recapitulation



Beginnings and ends are quite straight forward. The difficult bit is the middle – the development. The tendency is to race on towards the end to get the piece finished. This will produce only poor writing. The development is the thoughtful bit, where we get the detail, the place where your writing is made different from everyone else's. Where you undermine your reader's expectation. (The unexpected)
To help you write your story, think of it as made up of units. Treat each unit as a short story in itself. Put as much work into it as you can before moving on to the next unit.
The one thing to remember about a short story is that it’s constructed around a single idea and everything refers to that. It could be about a man meeting a woman on a train or someone overhearing a telephone conversation or a man trying to sell a vacuum cleaner. If other ideas are introduced the short story is likely to become a novella.
You need to know whose story it is. Henry James the novelist talked about central consciousness  This is a useful thing to remember. Whether you write it in the first or third person (the second is more problematic) we need to be dealing primarily with a central character. 

Exercise

A couple camping on a mountain side, trying to fix their relationship away from everyone with no signal for a phone and no interruptions. But it is raining and wet. And not going well
They argue about something small.
One storms off and falls into a crevasse the other can’t find him/her 
In the end the seeker treks back to the village 3 miles away and tries to phone emergency but no one can find the lost one.  
What happens?
What is the story about? What might be its theme?
What is the beginning of the story? 
what is the beginning of the plot? 
? Do we get any foreshadowing? Has something happened at the beginning that might act as a commentary (ironic) on what's to come?
How does it end? 
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