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Introduction
The quality education process of children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) can be discussed as one of the most critical issues of the UK health and social care sector today. As of January 2025, the identified SEN numbered 1.7 million school pupils in England, which formed 19.6% of the total number of school pupils (House of Commons Library, 2025). This significant percentage of learners demands effective strategies to include education that will guarantee equal access to learning opportunities and favourable life outcomes. The research report focuses on examining the effectiveness of inclusive teaching in UK mainstream schools with students with SEND and specific interest in the role of teaching assistant, the current government policy, and how inclusion can be promoted. This report aims to identify the existing problems in the field of SEND provision, explain why the research in this field should be conducted, and provide the proper methods of data collection and research methods to be used to conduct an inclusive education practise.
Task 1: Research Topic Identification 
The Issue and Who It Affects
The concept of inclusive education of SEND children is a burning problem of the UK education system as it impacts several stakeholders of the health and social care industry. In October 2024, the National Audit office concluded that in the absence of a reform the costs of the SEND system were unsustainable (House of Lords Library, 2024). This crisis presents in diverse forms, posing much difficulty to the children with SEND struggling to receive proper educational support in mainstream classes, teaching assistants who are mostly undertrained and professionalised as the key support providers, mainstream teachers who tend to complain that they are not ready to fulfil diverse learning needs, and local authorities that combats the unsustainable financial strains.
According to a recent Teacher Tapp survey, 88% of teachers respond that they require more assistance to work with learners with SEND, with the most common response of more TA support (Barber, 2024). Nevertheless, in a recent survey by NCFE only 11% of TAs reported that they believed their work is highly valued and respected (Barber, 2024) which shows that the critical nature of their work and its importance to the institution is disconnected.
The magnitude of the challenge is on the increase. Among the 1.7 million identified SEN pupils, approximately 1.3 million pupils are provided with the SEN Support, and approximately half a million pupils with Education, Health, and Care (House of Lords Library, 2024). This growing pressure has put an already overloaded resources under tremendous strain, and according to the Public Accounts Committee, in January 2025, the system of supporting children with SEN was at crisis point, or in some areas, already at crisis point (House of Commons Library, 2025).

