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The purpose of critiquing a research paper is to identify limitations, weaknesses and strengths. To identify whether the research is valid and trustworthy. To see whether the research is generalisable and therefore can be applied.  As well as being able to challenge the research approach as well as compare the findings to other knowledge (Harvey and Land 2017 p.304). Parahoo, (2006) P.107 emphasises on the importance of formulating a research question based on the decision of what will be researched. This can be supported by the research title. According to Harvey and Land (2017) p.188, a title should reflect and summarise upon what the literature review is about, it should be quite specific and concise, it provides a main focus towards formulating the research paper. McEwan, Pollard and Rankin (2014) title is clearly stated in relation to the research purposes. 

The background in this paper highlights how the Multidisciplinary team professions are ever revolutionising. The research was conducted to explore the experiences of newly qualified paediatric nurses practice within these units. McEwan, Pollard and Rankin P.95 (2014) clearly states the researcher’s academic qualifications and backgrounds within this study, which are applicable for this research, each researcher have professional backgrounds within the field of nursing, midwifery or research necessary to conduct this investigation. Two of the researchers are lectures one in research and the other in midwifery. The final researcher is a professional academic leader for learning/supervisor of midwives in practice. 

McEwan, Pollard and Rankin P.96 (2014), presents their abstract as informative. An informative abstract includes the main arguments, evidence, methodology, results and the conclusions in relation to the research paper, it goes into detail about the research study (Writing Centre, 2018). The structure of the research papers abstract clearly shows this as it goes into depth about the research paper by including its background, results and conclusions, design and methodology. An informative abstract is appropriate for this qualitative investigation as it describes what is included within the research and goes into detail about this. (McEwan, Pollard and Rankin, 2014 p.95).

A literature review uses existing research and knowledge on the specific topic and aims to evaluate, interpret as well as summarise the research in order for knowledge to be identified for research purposes (Neale, 2008 P.49). Analysing over the literature review. McEwan, Pollard and Rankin (2014), has provided a clear literature review, which includes valid sources of literature. Parahoo, (2006) P.107, emphasises on the importance of relevant literature that is able to support the research question by exploring into the issue as well as its concepts, an example this would be the Nursing and Midwifery Code of Conduct 2012 (NCM) which was a source used, this research was relevant to this research paper as it emphasises the significance of paediatric nurses having acknowledgement of safeguarding children, empowering children, the difficulties working alongside families and working as part of a multidisciplinary team. The NMC (2012) also states that there is no necessary need for neonatal education to educate paediatric nurses of this. Although the NCM (2012) does not relate to providing care in particular for postnatal women. The NCM (2012) signifies the importance that Paediatric nurses should have the basic knowledge to demonstrate this care with or without the need of further neonatal education, and be able adapt this to promote holistic care for postnatal women. 

Another source is a research study conducted by Dykes (2006), the researcher concluded that it is essential that all health care practitioners need breastfeeding knowledge to provide the appropriate support. Dykes (2006) states that the educational programmes teach the skills to support women as well as their babies with breastfeeding. Although this source does not relate to the support for postnatal women in particular, providing support for breastfeeding is highly important especially for postnatal women to enable their care needs to be met allows paediatric nurses to help support postnatal women and therefore, relating back to the research title. 

The literature deems to be quite dated. The latest source dates to 2011 which is a research study whereas, the oldest piece of literature is from 2004 which is from the Department of Health. The research studies provided could therefore be questioned as to being reliable and valid within this type of research (McEwan, Pollard and Rankin, 2014 p.96). 

The literature review does provide substantial evidence that there is a need for this type of research. A research study undertaken by the Scottish Government in (2009), states that midwives were once the driven workforce within neonatal units however, paediatric nurses are becoming the dominant future workforce for neonatal care (McEwan, Pollard and Rankin 2014 p.96). The literature review provides the background and knowledge about the investigation therefore supporting and justifying the study aim. 

Bell and Waters p.107 (2014) explains the importance that a study should provide its purpose at the start of the research, this is supported by the study aim. The study aim is clearly stated within the research paper. It provides clear aims and objectives for the investigation. Which is to gather information about lived experiences of paediatric nurses supporting postnatal women within the neonatal wards. It also explains how lived experiences will be measured which is through the nurses own perceptions (McEwan, Pollard and Rankin, 2014 p.96).

According to McEwan, Pollard and Rankin p. 95 (2014), the design of this research Is qualitative this is mentioned within the abstract. This method is suitable for this type of research as qualitative research enables a greater understanding of the participates experiences, behaviours and their personal opinions (Harvey and Land 2017 p.304). Therefore, it would best suite this phenomenological study. McEwan, Pollard and Rankin p.96 (2014), clearly states that it is a pilot study. A pilot study is a small study that would be a fraction of a main study (Sarantakos.S 1998 p.446). This seems to be an appropriate study design to answer the study aim, as it will allow time to be focussed on a smaller target group and therefore, more time will be spent exploring into individual experiences. It will also allow for further research to be conducted on a larger scale to able results to be generalisable. Within the methodology of the research paper it discusses that it will take up a descriptive phenomenological approach to its design. A phenomenological study is a study that focuses on personal experiences exploring into thoughts from the individual’s first hand perspective (Holosko. J, Thyer. B 2011 p.87). The research will investigate into the already lived experiences of paediatric nurses therefore, this approach is applicable to allow these experiences to be explored deeper and be researched (McEwan, Pollard and Rankin 2014 p.96).

Within the methodology section of the research paper, the target group is clearly identified as newly qualified paediatric nurses that are recruited within the neonatal posts working in the neonatal wards. The sample size is quite small consisting of ten paediatric nurses. The research journal clearly notes that these nurses have 12-month experience or less after qualification experience. However, reviewing over the methodology ten participants were recruited but only three were used for data collection. The type of sampling method was not mentioned however, it seems purposive sampling was used because the participants recruited had the prior experiences for the phenomena that the researchers were looking for (Harvey and Land 2017 p.61). The type of sample group used does represent the study population, it refers back to the study hypothesis as it mentions that Newly qualified paediatric nurses’ experiences will be explored. As it is a pilot study, it allows further research to be made which would then allow data to be generalised. According to Harvey and Land (2017) p.60, a small study sample is relevant for a qualitative investigation (McEwan, Pollard and Rankin, 2014 p.96-97).

Within the methodology McEwan, Pollard and Rankin.p.96-97 (2014) clearly mentions the type of data collection that will be used to obtain the information from the study sample which is semi-structured interviews, as it will work well with it being a phenomenological study. The researchers have explained the process of the semi-structured interviews as they explain that the researcher will be directly involved using a method that consists of using a series of questions that allows answers to be explored. Semi-structured interviews is suitable for this investigation as it allows pre-questions to be prepared and is useful to collecting in-depth information allowing the interview to use probes (Kumar. AA 2014 pp.182) 

McEwan, Pollard and Rankin (2014), have mentioned ethical procedures undertaken within the research. Previous before recruiting participants, the ethics committee within the university of West of Scotland as well as the Clyde R&D and the NHS of Greater Glasgow all granted their approval of the research study. It was ensured that the rights of the participants were not violated, as all the participants needed to sign their consent, this was clearly noted. Each participate was made as anomalies and coded as numbers, which kept confidentiality.  It was also mentioned that packs were provided for recruitment to the candidates that were eligible. However, it does not mention whether ethical procedures were mentioned within the packs. The research paper does not go into detail about the procedures of the ethical involvement of the participants for example, it only briefly mentions about signed consent, this should be further explained by going into detail about confidentiality to the participants (McEwan, Pollard and Rankin, 2014 p. 96-97) 

McEwan Pollard and Rankin (2014), analysed their research data by recording the interview and then transcribing it. It was clearly stated that bracketing was used. The purpose of this method was explained in detail it allowed for conclusions to be drawn from the researches perceptions of the participants lived experiences as well as identify themes from the descriptive experiences. The researches does not go into detail about the validity and reliability of the process of analysing the data (McEwan, Pollard and Rankin, 2014 p.97-98)

The results of the study are presented in a narrative format. The Findings is also incorporated with the discussion section of the research. This seems to make the layout of the results seem scattered and not clearly structured. The main findings of the study were that paediatric nurses felt badly prepared in education for their role in helping support postnatal women in breastfeeding and have the acknowledgement of the complexities on pregnancy and its impact on the new-born. The role of the midwife within the neonatal wards was also explored in relation to this. The results section was provided under four different themes within the result section this did make it easier to follow and understand the results (McEwan, Pollard and Rankin, 2014 p.97-100)

McEwan Pollard and Rankin (2014), compares and contrast their findings to other research studies. For example, one theme that was discussed during the interviews was breastfeeding and postnatal care. Many participants felt positive about this topic however, many felt that they lacked knowledge within breastfeeding and felt their unable to support the mothers as best they could. Research studies were incorporated to support these findings. McLaughin (2011) conducted a survey to investigate paediatric nurse’s attitudes and behaviours towards breastfeeding for patients, claiming there were positive attitudes however, there were a lack of skills demonstrated to support breastfeeding. McLaughin (2011) emphasised on the importance of breastfeeding education being incorporated into the course before paediatric nurses graduate. This research study amongst others supported the research findings. (McEwan, Pollard and Rankin, 2014 p.97-100) have clearly answered the hypothesis of the research paper, by identifying common themes and making reference back to the literature review within their discussions. However, the research paper doesn’t include limitations within its discussions and conclusion sections. This can be seen as a negative critique as there are limitations that could be discussed within the study 

There are many recommendations that could be undertaken for the research paper. It was cealry stated by McEwan, Pollard and Rankin p.96 (2014) that this research paper is a pilot study, only three participants were used for data collection. This deems to be too small of a sample for a pilot study more participants could be utilised for the research purposes. McEwan, Pollard and Rankin p.97 (2014) mentions semi-structured interviews were used, other methodologies could be incorporated such as observations. The use of observations could help towards this phenomenological study helping to draw up hands on experiences rather than from the participant’s perceptions allowing for accurate results.  

McEwan Pollard and Rankin p.100 (2014), has drawn accurate conclusions based on the research findings.  The study results were critically analysed and allowed conclusions to be drawn up. There are recommendations mentioned for further research. It is clearly stated that because it is a pilot study it allows research to be further explored. This Is recommended by producing this study on a larger scale within the neonatal units that employs both paediatric nurses and midwives for practice (McEwan, Pollard and Rankin, 2014 p.100). 
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