Ijma3

Ijma' (consensus) is unanimously agreed upon as the third source of Sunni Islamic law following the divinely revealed Quran and Sunnah. Al-Shawkani technically defines Ijma` as the unanimous agreement of the Mujtahidun, of the Ummah (Muslim community) of any period following the demise of the Prophet Muhammad on any matter.[footnoteRef:2] The authority of Ijma' is established through evidences in the Quran and the Sunnah. One of these evidences is the statement of the Prophet;  [2:   Kamali, p. 157] 


''My community shall never agree on an error.'[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Ibn Majah, Sunan, Vol II, 1303. Hadith no. 3950] 


According to most Sunni jurists, once Ijma' is established, this issue comes under Qat'i (certain) knowledge, and therefore cannot be opposed nor abrogated thereafter. It is arguably the strongest source in Islamic law as it establishes a ruling based on the divine sources, and thence becomes an established proof in its own right.[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  Kamali p.158-161] 


Sunni jurists however, do not unanimously agree on the details of the implementation of Ijma'.[footnoteRef:5] Considering that it is a condition of Ijma' that all jurists of a particular time agree on an issue, many jurists conclude that Ijma' refers to the unanimous agreement of the sahabah (Muhammad's companions) alone and not later generations, this was the view held by Imam Dawood (d.883 CE) and Imam Ahmad (d.855 CE). Imam Dawood held this view due to his rejection of human interference in Islamic law while Imam Ahmad, held that the logistics of establishing an Ijma' after the era of the sahabah was impossible.[footnoteRef:6] Imam al-Shaf'i (d.820 CE) explains that if it can be established after the era of the sahabah, then it is considered Ijma', however it is very unlikely.[footnoteRef:7] Imam Abu Haneefah (d.767 CE) and Imam Malik (d.795 CE) accept the authority of an Ijma' regardless of which time period the consensus was agreed, and this will be binding on the Ummah thereafter.[footnoteRef:8] Some Maliki jurists consider only the Ijma' of the jurists of Medina to be binding while other Malikis hold the view that, consensus in Medina is a form of Ijma'.[footnoteRef:9] Furthermore Some Shia groups, such as the Ithna 'Ashariyya (Twelvers) limit Ijma' to the consensus of Ahl al Bayt (the household of the Prophet).[footnoteRef:10] [5:  "Ijma." The Oxford Dictionary of Islam]  [6:  Philips p.113]  [7:  Philips p.110]  [8:  Philips p. 91/98]  [9:  Kamali p. 172-173]  [10:  Kamali p. 167] 


  The Hanafee jurists have divided Ijma' into three levels of strength of authority, the first being if the Ijma' is reached by the sahabah, this constitutes the strength at the level of the Quran and the Mutawatir sunnah, while a consensus reached by those after them is equal in strength with the mash-hoor Sunnah. Finally the Ijma' that is reached after a known difference of opinion is categorized at the level of an Ahaad narration.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Bazdawi, Vol3 p.261] 


Ijma' is divided into two categories, the first is 'Explicit Ijma', which means all of the Jurists have clearly stated their agreement in this issue, this form of Ijma' is considered Qat'i knowledge. The second type is called 'Tacit Ijma', where the Mujtahideen of an era state their agreement, while others stay silent but do not contradict the agreement; this type is Zhanni (speculative) knowledge.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Kamali, p.171-172] 


Some of the major works on Ijma' were written by; Ibn Hazm (d.1064 CE), Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 1328 CE) and Ibn al-Munthir (d.930 CE).
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