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	Title of Dissertation:

How do astrologers understand and work with the epistemic paradigm of astrology?


	Aims and Objectives

My aim is to survey and interview astrologers concerning the nature of astrological knowledge.

My objective is to explore how astrologers understand and work with the epistemological paradigm of astrology, comparing the experiences of astrological practitioners with previous scholarship on astrological knowledge and the nature of astrological truth.



	Proposal including Academic Rational 

This research seeks to explore the way that astrologers understand and work with Western astrology as a form of knowledge which is outside contemporary mainstream epistemic paradigms. Scholars have considered the nature of astrological knowledge, notably and most recently Garry Phillipson[footnoteRef:1] and Klaus Klawikowski.[footnoteRef:2] As the latter concluded, astrology combines the rational and the intuitive, the objective and the subjective, to provide information which can be broadly situated within a divinatory paradigm. This research seeks to build on this exploration of astrological epistemology, and to consider the implications of working with ‘rejected knowledge’ which is not accepted by current mainstream thinking. For example, Klawikowski sees astrological knowledge as both accepting mainstream scientific paradigms whilst also working with intuitive knowledge, so that the astrologers he worked with do not actively place themselves outside of mainstream culture.[footnoteRef:3] Susannah Crockford, on the other hand, explores astrological knowledge as ‘epistemic capital’ which is part of ‘a counter-hegemonic field, rejected by and in turn rejecting elite discourses.’[footnoteRef:4] The latter approach seems more in line with what Egil Asprem, in the broader context of esoteric studies, has called the ‘inflated version’ of marginalised knowledge,[footnoteRef:5] in which by embracing ‘rejected knowledge’ such as astrology, Crockford’s research participants actively place themselves outside of mainstream culture.  [1:  Garry Phillipson, Astrology and Truth: A Context in Contemporary Epistemology, (Unpublished PhD thesis, University of Wales Trinity Saint David, 2020)]  [2:  Konrad Klawikowski, Recovering “Rejected” Knowledge: Explaining the Epistemological Strategies of Contemporary Astrologers (Unpublished PhD thesis, University of Edinburgh, 2024)]  [3:  Konrad Klawikowski, Recovering “Rejected” Knowledge: Explaining the Epistemological Strategies of Contemporary Astrologers (Unpublished PhD thesis, University of Edinburgh, 2024), p. 20.]  [4:  Susannah Crockford, ‘A Mercury Retrograde Kind of Day: Exploring Astrology in Contemporary New Age Spirituality and American Social Life’, Correspondences, 6.1 (2018), p. 71.]  [5:  Egil Asprem, ‘Rejected Knowledge Reconsidered: Some Methodological Notes on Esotericism and Marginality.’ in New Approaches to the Study of Esotericism, edited by Egil Asprem and Julian Strube, Brill, 2021, p. 130. ] 


A possible approach may be to focus on individual experiences and understanding, as previous studies have often focused on either theoretical approaches or social contexts. 

This research seeks to explore these issues among practitioners of astrology, including their perception of astrological knowledge and how that knowledge is applied. The research is therefore situated within broader questions around the nature of astrology and its role in contemporary culture. 


	To which module/s of the MA does your topic relate?

Astrology, History, Spirit and Soul (AHSS)
History and development of contemporary astrology


	What essays or research projects have you completed in the MA which are relevant to this dissertation topic? List the title of the essays and say how they relate to your topic. 

Foundations – Critical Evaluation of two JStor papers – includes a section on how each paper explores astrology as rational or divine knowledge

RCC – Critical Comparison of two Secondary Sources – considers the type of knowledge and philosophical outlook explored by each research paper.

RCC – research project on changing cosmologies of astrology students and the role astrology plays in their lives.

AHSS – Critical review of Jupiter – exploring developing of astrological interpretations of Jupiter and their implications for the astrological understanding of each astrologer studied.

AHSS – Do the roots of modern psychological astrology lie in the Renaissance? – exploring the nature of modern psychological astrology and whether similar themes can be found in Renaissance astrology, including the nature of astrological knowledge and the applications of that knowledge.



	Methodology.   

A qualitative, phenomenological approach will be taken, seen as more appropriate to a study of individual perceptions and the creation of meaning in individuals, ‘seeking to understand people’s lived experience from the perspective of people themselves’ as Hennink, Hutter and Bailey explain it.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Monique Hennink, Inge Hutter and Ajay Bailey, Qualitative Research Methods (Sage Publications, London, 2011), p.14.] 


This will take the form of fieldwork including survey and interviews with members of the astrological community. This may include practising professionals and astrology students.


	Short Introductory Bibliography: 1. Secondary Sources (Scholarly Works)
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Crockford, Susannah Crockford, ‘A Mercury Retrograde Kind of Day: Exploring Astrology in Contemporary New Age Spirituality and American Social Life’, Correspondences, 6.1 (2018), pp. 47–75

Hong, Ze, and Joseph Henrich, ‘The Cultural Evolution of Epistemic Practices: The Case of Divination’, Human Nature (Hawthorne, N.Y.), 32.3 (2021), pp. 622–51.

Klawikowski, Konrad, Recovering “Rejected” Knowledge: Explaining the Epistemological Strategies of Contemporary Astrologers (Unpublished PhD thesis, University of Edinburgh, 2024)

Okropiridze, Dimitry. “Interpretation Reconsidered: The Definitional Progression in the Study of Esotericism as a Case in Point for the Varifocal Theory of Interpretation.” New Approaches to the Study of Esotericism, edited by Egil Asprem and Julian Strube, Brill, 2021, pp. 217–40. 

Phillipson, Garry, Astrology and Truth: A Context in Contemporary Epistemology, (Unpublished PhD thesis, University of Wales Trinity Saint David, 2020)


	
Short Introductory Bibliography: 2 Primary Sources (Original Works/ Documents)

Works by practising astrologers on the philosophy and nature of astrology are relevant to this research. A key primary source is Geoffrey Cornelius, The Moment of Astrology - Phillipson notes that this work is cited by much recent scholarship considering the nature of astrology.[footnoteRef:7]  [7:  Garry Phillipson, Astrology and Truth: A Context in Contemporary Epistemology, (Unpublished PhD thesis, University of Wales Trinity Saint David, 2020), p. 11.
] 


Cornelius, Geoffrey, The Moment of Astrology: Origins in Divination, (Bournemouth, The Wessex Astrologer, 2003)

Phillipson, Garry, Astrology in the Year Zero, (London; Flare Publications, 2000).

Willis, Roy and Curry, Patrick, Astrology, Science and Culture: Pulling down the Moon, (Berg; Oxford, 2004).



	Time Schedule:
An outline of a likely timetable to completion. 
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Please indicate whether ethical approval for project is needed – YES
(This will only be relevant if you are undertaking qualitative research)

Please indicate whether sufficient resources are available for the project – YES


The above topic, proposal, and supervisor have been agreed:  

Signed : ……………………………………………………..Module Tutor
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Please return this draft form to your dissertation supervisor. Your supervisor will send the form to the Module Tutor, Dr. Frances Clynes who will contact you when it is approved.



Guide to Filling out Your Proposal
 
Please complete the form and submit it your designated supervisor for feedback who may also circulate it for comment to other members of the MA staff with relevant expertise. 

Upon acceptance by your supervisor he/she will then send it to the Dissertation Module tutor, Dr. Frances Clynes. Once received it will be checked by Dr. Nicholas Campion and the Dissertation Tutor and you and your supervisor will receive notice back of either the proposal’s acceptance or a request for clarification. 

This is not a final, unchanging proposal, but is intended for discussion as part of the first stage of your research, to clarify your ideas and make sure your proposed research is realistic.

You must insert footnotes in the text as these will both let us know you are on the right track and assist your preparations.


Title. 
State your title as clearly as possible. 

Aims and Objectives
Outline the aims and objectives of your research project.  An aim is the research that you aim to do. An objective is the information that you wish to find out. 

For example:

‘My aim is to interview people concerning beliefs in astrology’ 

‘My objective is to gather evidence concerning beliefs in astrology and to compare these to previous scholarship, in order to understand astrologers’ religious affiliations.’

or ‘

‘My aim is to measure celestial orientations at a sacred site’

‘My objective is to establish whether there are such celestial alignments, what they are and consider their cultural context.’

Your aim and objective will be particular to your project.



Proposal including Academic Rational 
This section includes your research proposal. 
In this section consider the academic rationale for your research. What is the background to your research in previous scholarship? What wider problem in scholarship or knowledge are you addressing? What is the relevance of your work to wider areas of scholarship and previous work in the field? You should include relevant references.  Please limit to 400 words. 


Short Introductory Bibliography 1. Secondary Sources
What are the main scholarly works (secondary sources) which would underpin your research question? You need about ten academic books or articles. Please make full use of eBooks and journals in the University library and give full citations. If they are especially important, mention them in your proposal section. 

Short Introductory Bibliography: 2. Primary Sources 
This is vital for text-based research. What are the principal primary sources and/or materials you would use in your research? Please give full citations. Remember, primary sources are the original documents, texts or artefacts which you are researching. If these are books or articles, give full citations. If your research is text-based, aim to include about ten. If they are especially important, mention them in your abstract. 

If your research is field-work based your major primary sources are your own data, gathered through your own research in the field. Be aware that there may be limited primary texts sources. The text primary sources may be limited or non-existent.  

Methodology:
How are you going to research your topic? Outline your research methodology: for example, (a) library/text based and historical or (b) fieldwork (for example, qualitative research, interviews, questionnaires, participant observation, site survey, archaeoastronomy/skyscape archaeology). 

If you are conducting library/text based and historical research, then simply state so here. You will not need a methodology section in your Dissertation. However, you will be expected to understand issues such as the reliability of the primary and secondary sources which you use.

If you are conducting fieldwork, then you will need a Methodology section in your dissertation. 

If you are conducting qualitative research, such as interviews or questionnaires, please say something on this form about your proposed target group, and how you plan to proceed. 

If you are using site survey and/or archaeoastronomy/skyscape archaeology, then state what sites and methods you will be using.

Support your chosen methodology with references. 
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