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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 










500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).






	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work










400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).





Task 4 Part A

In 2004, the Welsh Government made the ‘United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child’ (1989), the basis for future policy making about children in Wales (Welsh Government (e), 2022), represented in Part 1 of the Schedule to the ‘Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011’ (National Assembly for Wales, 2011). Several of the Articles directly inform safeguarding definitions, thresholds and responsibilities in Wales and the wider UK, including; Article 3, ‘best interests of the child’, Article 4, ‘the implementation of the Convention’, Article 6, ‘life, survival and development’, Article 9 ‘separation from parents’, Article 11, ‘abduction and non-return’, Article 19, ‘protection from violence, abuse and neglect’ Article 27, ‘adequate standard of living’, Article 32-36 (child exploitation), and Article 29, ‘recovery from trauma and reintegration’. 

The overarching legislations that informs the safeguarding of children in Wales, are the Social Service and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA2014) (Welsh Government (f), 2014) and the Children Act 1989 (UK Parliament, 1989). Section 28 of the Children Act (1989) places a duty on Local Authorities (LA) and statutory bodies to safeguard children and promote their welfare. Section 47 of the Children Act (1989), dictates that LAs are compelled to make enquires where there is reasonable cause to suspect a child is experiencing or at risk of significant harm, and asses if safeguarding procedures are required to protect said child. 

Part 7 of the SSWBA2014 (section 130.4) expresses the duty and criteria for LAs and their ‘partners’ (e.g., regional Police forces, local health boards, care and support providers, local education boards, safeguarding boards, etc…)  to report any child deemed ‘at risk’. Section 135 of the SSWBA2014, dictates the LA’s duty to establish multi-agency Child Safeguarding Boards and enact their ‘functions’ as per ‘The Safeguarding Boards (Functions and Procedures) (Wales) Regulations 2015’ (Social Care Wales, 2015). The ‘National Independent Safeguarding Board’ (2024) provides advice and support to the Local Safeguarding Boards in Wales, also producing feedback and annual reports to Welsh Ministers about the efficacy of those Boards. 

The expectations of how safeguarding functions are enacted by a LA and their partners is set out by the devolved Welsh Government in the SSWBA2014’s ‘Working Together to Safeguard People: Code of Safeguarding Practice’ (Welsh Government (a), 2022), which places and emphasis on recognising the responsibilities they hold in relation to local ‘safeguarding arrangements’. 

The Welsh Safeguarding Procedures (Welsh Government (g), 2024) for ‘Children at Risk of Harm’, cover all aspects of safeguarding children in Wales, informing practitioners about their responsibilities, the safeguarding procedures, how and when to enact them, as well as providing guidance on good practice in safeguarding scenarios. They also provide strategies and guidance to organisations (statutory and non-statutory) about how they should work and communicate to effectively safeguard children. 

The Gillick competency and Fraser guidelines provides a framework for practitioners working with children, usually involving decisions of a medical nature (NSPCC, 2022). They are used to identify if a child is mature enough to make decisions independent of parental wishes.


(503 Words)



Task 4 Part B

Adult and Child Safeguarding in Wales is informed (primarily) by the same legislation (i.e., SSWBA2014), but there are distinct factors and explicit differences between how either is managed. The main differences between the rights of adults and children, which separate the two in the context of safeguarding, are ‘self-determination’ and ‘mental capacity’. At 18-years-old, a person in the UK is regarded as an adult and is privy to the same rights and autonomy as any other adult, but at 16-years-old the Mental Capacity Act (2005) is applied and (with some limitations) a young person can be regarded as capacitated to make decisions about things that affect them. The Mental Capacity Act 2005 does not apply to those under 16-years-old, instead the Gillick competence (in some situations) can provide a framework for practitioners working with children and young people to assess their understanding of a subject when they express “strong wishes about their future living arrangements which may conflict with their parents' or carers' views” (NSPCC (a), 2022). The Children Act (1989) specifically addresses this under Section 43.8.

If capacitated (under the Mental Capacity Act 2005), an adult who is experiencing some form of abuse or harm from another person in their life, can choose not to act or allow an intervention, that choice must be legally respected, however a person who is under 16-years old is unable to legally consent for themselves, this would usually be with the parent or guardian. Section 44 of the Children Act (1989), provides practitioners with the power to override parental wishes and remove a child from a place of harm, if the criteria are met.

While the SSWBA2014 deals with both adult and child safeguarding, additionally for child safeguarding, section 47 of the Children Act (1989) dictates the conditions and definitions for a Local Authority (LA) to identify a child ‘at risk’ and enact their safeguarding procedures, whereas the adult safeguarding conditions are entirely dictated in Part 7 of the SSWBA2014.

While both adults and children can experience the same types of abuse, but the trends in the ‘types’ of abuse which practitioners are expected to be aware of, differ from adults to children (Wales Safeguarding Procedures (a), 2024) (Wales Safeguarding Procedures (b), 2024). For example, financial abuse in children is less prevalent (or at least prevalently reported) than it is in adult safeguarding cases, with neglect being far more prevalent in children’s safeguarding (NSPCC (b), 2021).

(414 Words)
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