Clements_1902715_Bloc 5_Gobbet_The Aeneid Book 8
Gobbet of Book 8 of Virgil’s Aeneid, lines 626-731
The Aeneid was written by Virgil in later half of the 1st century BC. He was commissioned to write the epic by the Emperor Augustus as a way to glorify him and reaffirm his claim as a descendant of Caesar and hence Venus (Gransden & Gransden, 1976). The work was written during a large proportion of Augustus’ reign and therefore a number of subliminal messages and underlining themes are presented throughout the epic as propaganda, to show the Roman people what the expectations of a good Roman citizen were (White and Kennedy, 1942). The Aeneid follows the epic journey of Aeneas on his way to founding the future city of Rome and according to most scholars such as Heckenlively, Virgil borrows a large number of creative elements from the works of Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey within his epic (Heckenlively, 2013). Book 8 of the Aeneid is probably one of the most well-known extracts from the text as it contains the description of Aeneas shield gifted to him by Vulcan (Virgil, 1990). Also, this book is one of the main reasons for why we have the epic today. The book was one of the first to be completed and was read aloud to Augustus (White and Kennedy, 1942). He enjoyed the reading so much that when Virgil asked for the epic to be destroyed after his death, Augustus declined his patrons dying wish and instead decided to make it widely accessible for people to read (White and Kennedy, 1942).  Many modern scholars such as Feldherr and Heckenlively have made comparisons of Aeneas’ shield to that of Achilles’ who was also gifted his armour by Vulcan/Hephaestus in the Iliad (Feldherr, 2014), and of Heracles’ shield (Heckenlively, 2013), which in turn supports their theories that Virgil copied and borrowed ideas from Hellenistic writers such as Homer (Feldherr, 2014).

The main description of the shield in Book 8 is from lines 626-731. The beginning of the extract goes onto say that Vulcan’s gift of prophecy and his craftsmanship have allowed him to make this shield which foretells the future of Aeneas decedents (Virgil, 1990, lines 626-629). The extract goes on to describe the events depicted on the shield from the raising of Romulus and Remus by a shewolf and the rape of the Sabine women, to a number of failed invasions of Rome by the Gaul’s and Etruscans (Virgil, 1990). However, some events depicted are peculiar, as they appear to represent a number of legal procedures from the exile of Mettus Fufetius to the Catiline Conspiracy (Virgil, 1990). Besides the presentation of Actium in the centre, it has been widely debated why the other 6 events surrounding the edges of the shields were specifically chosen. The events surrounding Romulus, Remus and the Sabine, are fairly obvious as they are Aeneas decedents/Augustus ancestors and show the main event surrounding Rome’s founding (Heckenlively, 2013). However, events such as the legal procedures are peculiar as they are not directly tied to the main theme in which the shield represents, that being of Aeneas’ decedents and of Rome’s future victories (Feldherr, 2014). Avery states that maybe Virgil is presenting Augustian propaganda, and how Augustus is meant to be the restorer of the ‘Republic’, in by showing these big political cases from the main Republican era, he is reflecting on how he will bring back this golden era of republicanism (Avery, 1957). We may never fully understand why these scenes where chosen but with the interpretations we have, we can reasonably conclude that they were specifically chosen due to their links with Augustian propaganda as Virgil was commissioned by Augustus to write an epic glorifying his ancestors and his rule (Avery, 1957). 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The most detailed part of the shield is dedicated to Augustus’ victory at Actium which makes up most of the end of the book. “In the centre could be seen bronze ships—the battle of Actium”. Actium is considered the point when Augustus was able to fully consolidate his power, as it was here that he defeated Mark Antony and ended decades of Roman Civil Wars. To Augustus this battle was massively significant, and a number of public works, coins and literature was produced to commemorate this victory, Aeneas shield is no exception (Potter, 2009). The amount of propaganda that’s woven into the description is acute, with Virgil stating that Caesar’s comet “his head dawns his father’s star” and the roman gods, particularly Apollo who Augustus’s tried to emulate and aligned himself to, were present (Virgil, 1990). This is also supported by the description of Mark Antony and the Egyptian army, as Virgil makes it appear as this battle is a war between Rome and Egypt rather than a Roman Civil War. This is achieved with the presence of the Egyptian and Roman gods fighting alongside the mortal army’s, “barking Anubis wield weapons against Neptune”, stating that Antony is of “barbaric might” and by displaying Cleopatra as a seductress who has bewitched Antony, “there follows him (oh the shame of it!) his Egyptian wife.” Again, this supports the ideas laid out by Avery that the intention of the Aeneid is glorify Augustus and present him as a saviour to Rome the restorer of the Pax Romana (Avery, 1957). 

The blatant subliminal messages encoded throughout the Epic and specifically Book 8, show that Virgil was indeed writing in favour of Augusts out of his best wishes (Avery, 1957). Most of the shields description and the specific events chosen by Virgil, enforce this idea of propaganda, to which many scholars like Avery and Heckenlively agree (Avery, 1957) (Heckenlively, 2013). In my own view, I agree with this portrayal as there is enough evidence to show that Virgil’s intention is to glorify the Augustian regium, even though he disagrees with these views, which can be seen subtly throughout the epic. 
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