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How do differences in socioeconomic status affect people's health in the UK, and what does this mean for health and social care services? This is the question that the proposed study will try to answer.
The objectives of this research are:
1. To investigate how lack of resources, being poor, and differences in health are related in the United Kingdom.
2. To determine the primary health outcomes, like life expectancy, mental well-being, and access to healthcare, that are affected by socioeconomic disadvantages.
3. To find missing areas in research and understand how these affect health and social care rules and practices in the United Kingdom.
[bookmark: _Toc209476181]Rationale
Health inequalities are an ongoing issue in the UK. Studies show that where people live, their economic status can greatly affect their life expectancy. People in poorer areas tend to have shorter and less healthy lives compared to those in wealthier neighbourhoods (Bridger et al., 2023). The NHS Long Term Plan (2019) also highlights that reducing health differences should be a national priority. The COVID-19 pandemic showed and made worse existing problems that mainly impacted low-income people and families. In lower-income groups, COVID-19 increased health risks and spread more easily, making existing health differences in England even worse. (Goodfellow et al., 2024).
Health and social care providers need to understand how poverty impacts health to give fair and personalized care. A scoping review will highlight the main problems, summarize the available evidence, and help in making policies and practices (Arksey and O’Malley, 2005).
[bookmark: _Toc209476182]Methods
This research will use the scoping review method created by Levac et al. (2010) and explained by Arksey and O'Malley (2005). I will look for research that has been reviewed by experts and published in the last 15 years, using academic databases like CINAHL, PubMed, and Scopus. The words "poverty," "economic differences," "health results," and "UK" will be important. The rules for including studies will focus on research done in the United Kingdom. I will identify important trends and missing information in the literature by organizing and analysing the data by themes.
[bookmark: _Toc209476183]Ethical Considerations
This study uses publicly available information from other sources. Since there will be no volunteers, there is no need for ethical approval (Aveyard, 2019). By ensuring clear reporting, careful checking of sources, and correctly citing all used materials, the review will follow the standards of research integrity.
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