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Review presentations

Formative issue: Different forms of critical thinking and purpose of blog writing

· Writing blogs, what to avoid when blogging
· A framework to guide blogging in higher education
· Sample blog entries
· See suggested readings on blogging and this link
https://www.bera.ac.uk/blog/about-this-blog

introducing ways in which the British Educational Research Association (BERA) has developed blogging with teachers researchers- and other participants in education policy


https://www.bera.ac.uk/blog/blog-special-issues




Task : How to contribute meaningfully to national and international educational debates


Write/ plan your second formative blog  












Further guidance on preparing and writing your blogs 

The module has a dual purpose 

· Being challenged to present ideas in different styles, and for different audiences,
· Developing criticality/understanding of policy. 

Here are headlines and key points about your blogs blog- led by comments from Gareth Evans, overall Module Leader/ PT students 

These are here for you to review your first blog and think about preparation for your second blog. We recommend you think about your 

· Style and audience

· Style? The blog is much more informal, conversational . It needs to be accessible, not overly verbose and in a language educator-student-parent ( or whoever your blog is aimed at) will understand.

· Audience? Your blog could be for the time-poor teacher / or other audience eg parent- student- university lecturer- university administrator 

· References and use of sources? Gareth’s advice- is he never instructs students to reference in quite the same way as they would a journal article (or in their PPT presentation, even). His comment? It is not necessary or appropriate in his view. good practice-facing blogs just don't do it.

However, that is not to say that there shouldn't be acknowledgement of others' work... 

We are giving you the option . You can reference formally if you would like to, and if they feel more comfortable doing so (but Gareth encourages you to limit references. You don't want a blog full of references- or it ceases to be a blog! ) or conversely you don't have to reference at all. But- what he would expect, is that you at least attribute someone else's words to the speaker...
e.g.

Education Minister Jeremy Miles said recently that he would scrap GCSEs if teachers wanted to.

In China, the Government and Education Minister recently introduced x policy ……



Neither of these two examples would require a formal harvard reference. 

Gareth suggests that using only 3-4 references in a blog (if they are minded to style more formally) is a good compromise 

· Review your style and tone : Flow of your blog 

Final quick observation on the forum/blog contributions from Gareth

“ I'm a huge fan of subheads and believe them to be essential to the writing of a good blog. however, when overused they can have the opposite effect - instead of making the blog more readable, providing useful direction and allowing the reader to pause every once in a while, when overused they make the whole thing more staccato and stop-start. some of the draft blogs use subheadings really nicely, others overuse them, and there are one or two whose subheads read more like those you'd expect to see in a journal - might be something worth exploring a little more with students so they use subheads to the very best effect”

flow is one of my go-to words. if any writing has good flow, you are halfway there...


From blog to journal article ( and to be the focus of our session on Tue 5 December)

In our sessions on 5 and 12 December we will review- and practice- the transition in tone/style/referencing from your blog to your journal article

While written (potentially) on the same issue, the blog and the journal should look and feel entirely different

That is the challenge of the module itself.


Gareth- with Iain 
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